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Tius it was in answer to twenty years of daily earnest prayer that the firt
missionary to the Pongas set foot in that ienighted country.

On the west coast of Africa, more thai one hutidred imiles north of Sierraî
Leone, lies the country of the Pongas, a ricli antid fl'ertile district, thickly peo le.i
by natives, though unhiiealthy ta Europeans. It was onee well known to .save-
traders, who co]ceted ther large cargoes of wretched A frc' carrid zhem
across the Atlantic to slavery. Now its inhabitants live peaceably in % ilagc,,
each governed by its chief; but they are idolaters, gro,,ly siper>stitiou aidî
iumoral in tieir lives. The chief of the village of Fallangia, however, liad
been brouglit to Eigland in his youtih, ha*d received somne C ristian teaching
and lcarnt to read and write English. On returning ta his native laund, though
retaining the English naine of' Richard Wilkinson, lie' fell baek into practie.d
heathenisn, till in the vear 1833, at the age of forty, lie was viited by a
dangcrous illness. Conscience then awoke and accused imiii of iany siis
against God. Forgotten truths crowded on his mind, and lie longed for muore
instruction, and for imeans of grace. IIe vowed, shouid his life be spared, to
pray daily that God would send a iissionary ta himî and his people. île le-
covered and kept his vow.

Meantime there lived on the other .ide of dthe Atlatic an active piou, Jcry--
man, of the naime of Leacoek. lIe was of the saime age with the chief lichard
Wilkinson, and lad laboured partly in Aierica, partly in the West Indie<. It
1854 eli was in his native island of Barbadoes, interesting hiimself for Vestern1
Africa, the country wliich liad so long supplied the West Indies with slave.
While raising money to support the mission there, the cholerabroke out in Mr
Leacock's parish. lIe and his wife devoted thenselve ta the sick and dyinz.
then the disease attacked lier, and she was taken fromtî him. Wlhen the first sor-
row was over the good nan saw in the blow a eall to a yet more devoted life, anti
he offered liimîself to the bishop as first mni-sionary fron the West Indies to We'-
tern Africa. He vas gladly accepted, and with a young negro (Mr. Dupont)
as his assistant, sailed ti next year for Africa by way of England.

HIe went in faith, doubtfui on what part of the vast coast-line of Africa to set
up the standard of tUie Cross, knowing nothing yet of Fallangia and its eiiet:
Sa lie placed imînself at the disposal of the Bisliop of Sierra Leone, and woi ked
with him at Freetown for a short tine. le then icard of the Pongas as a
country wholly given to idolatry and grievously wronged by the slave trade.
lis heart burned ta go there: the BiAiop bade iiim God speed ; the captain of
an English nian-of-war offered to convey him to the very place and without de-
ay lie and Ir. Dupont set sail, and were landed on the shores of the river
Pongas, whence the country takes its namne.

In the presence of the English captain the imissionaries were warnly wel-
coied by Matthias Katty, king of the Pongas, and the chief Kennybock Ali,
who pronised themn a liouse and garden and tleir protection if they would
renuain and tea2h their children. Accordingly they settled themnselves in a but
in the village of Tintana, and prepared to open a school. But wlen the
captain lad sailed all was changed, the children were kept back, and they were
neglected and even plundered by the natives. Though discouraged, Mr. Lea-
cock was still waiting and hoping, when one day he was surprised by a visit
froin a young black mian, who with a respectful manner and in good English
said, " Sir, my nane is Lewis Wilkinson, and I am a son of Mr. Wilkinson the
chief of Fallangia. 1 bring an invitation fromin my father, and an apology for


