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promises thathave induced the beliefof it in allfity ofa general council. He convokes itat Nice
SELECTED. christian ages before and after. Upon the news of this, the .mindsof men become
- - - If 1 have prolonged the discussion of the threeflcalm, parties relent, each one flatters himself that
AMICABLE D]SCUSMO‘\(}:‘ONM o first ages, it is because they are in general lessithe shall soop sce his cause triumph, and remains a:
I * {iknown, because it was segessary to shew that thejfpeace in the expeclation of the definitive decision
LETTER IIL to be pronounced at Nice. Hither assemble from

ON TRE INFALLIBILITY OF THE CHURCH.

Fifty years before Saint Cyprian, Irenceus, a
disciple of Saint John through Polycarp and Pa-
pias, and, after the martyrdom of Saint Pothinus,
second bishop of Lyous, wrole his great work Upon
Beresics. Hear what he says in Book IV. ch.
XLIH: ¢ For this reason we must obey thozo who
preside in the Church, who hold their succession
from the apostles, as we have shewn, andwho with
the succession of the episcopacy, havereceived ¢he
certain grace of truth, according to the good plea-
sure of the Father.> Where the certain grace of
trath is found, there, assuredly, no error is to be
apyrehended: and there, of course, mustbe found
infallibility. And againinthe XLV, chapter of
the same book;, speaking of the successors of the
apostles, headds; *“ Itis they, wwho presorve the
fsith that we Jold of God alone, sbomade all ¢hings
they who espound fous the scriptures, without
danger of errors.”  Letus then boldly follow their
exposition of scripture. confident as we are With
Saint Irenceus, that we can nevergoastray, while
we follow their-steps, nor fall inte eor, while we
adopt theirinterpretations.

Tertullian, so celebrated for his writings, and
above all for his excellent book on the Prescrip-
}ions against.the heretics, addresscs them in the
{ollowing ironicalstrain, ¢ Well! then, for your;
satisfaction, we will suppase that all the churches
bave fallenin error!—not one of them has been
Tookedupo:. by the Holy Spirit; not one directed
io truth by the spirit which Christhad sent, and
which be hadl asked of his Fatber tobe for his peo-
ple the teacher of truth!  Thisagentof Geod, this
wicar of Christ has thenwe wil] supposc neglected
bis ministry, by permitting the Churches to think
and believe othervise, fhanhehad himselfannounc-
ed to them by the mouthof his apostles.”” Tertul-
lian observed in this paseage that, according to the
beretics;it would follow that all the churches had

promises of Jesus Clrigt, being then more recent
must oo that accounthave been more lively in the
remembrance of men; because the bishops who il-
lustrated the rising Church were well acquainted
with the rights and obligations of their ministry,
and because, to discover with morc splendour the
dogma of infallibility. with which their minds were
profoundly impressed, sothing more was wanling
in those times than the appearance of favorable cir-
cumstances, These ¢ircumstances did at last ap-
pear when Provilence called Constantine® to the
throne, and seated suligion onit with him. Soon
were the bishops of the whole world beheld asseme
bling at Nice,1 where the. doctrine of Arius was
solemnly condemned and banished, The doctrine
of Macedonius was afteréasds freated the same at
the geretal council of Constantinople, that of Nes-
torius at Ejphesus:|) thatof Eutyches at Chalcedun.§
It would be superfiuous to mention all the cecumen-
ical coungjls that distinguished the bllowing ages
upto thecouncil of Trent. Yot butan attentive
ebservation be made-of the circumstanges, and mo-
tivés which caused the convacation ofthese coun-
cils, the manner of praceeding adopted by, the fa-

thersin them and the recéption tbciréec‘:ees met
witli in the world, and it will be percejved that in
allages there prevailéd a general pefsnasion that
theepiscopal authority was the meansinstituted by
Jesua Christ to preserye unity among all his disci-
ples, ard that the opinionsadlopted by the majority
of the bishops are for allapinfalible rule of faith,
1t wouldde tedious to pursue in detail this exami-
nation of the councils: letvs confine ourselves to
that of Wice,

Arius, being condemnedby a synodat Alexan-
dria, makes his complaistto several bishops .in
other parts, explains to ttem his principles, de-
clares his submission, implores their light and as-
gistance, secceeds in makisghimselfsome friends,
some profectorsanda great number of preselytes:
his cause soon becemes larmingon account of

falleo into error, because they allwero.a apon
the articles, ¥hich the beretics mjec&emcgts
oft the absnndity of sucha supposition, by intreduc-
Ing the perpetaal agsistance of the Holy Spirit,
promistd tothe Chnrch by Jesus Christ. It was
his belief therefore that the Church was alvays gujd-)
ol in the truth’by the Holy Spirit, andunder jtsin-
fluence always secure from error: and thishis ba-

‘Bel was Jounded upta the sxme reasonanil the soxie

the seditious tumults, and purders which it occa-
sions. ‘Constantine endeavours to apply a remedy
toit, but f2ils inhis sftempt, In the mean time,)
the flame is still on the incr2ase. and the Emperor
together with the bishops whom ha congults, sce no
other meang ofextinguishiag it, besides theauthori-

A sRetwarls at Rome, by the Scanto

Europe, Africa and Asia, patriarchs, metropoli-
tans and bishops, to the number of 318, and inthdis
atitendance a great number of doctors, and st the
head of all the celebrated Osius of Cordova, as
proxy for Sylvester, the bead of the Church, Ariux
iscited to appear—many of his partisnoswere there
already, e comes in person to give an account oz
his opinions. You, see. so far the universal opi-
nion well proved. Every thing bows hefore the
authority that is going to pronounce senténce. A-
rius and his party pay bomage to it, and subroit be-
forehand. The augustand vencrable senate opens
its sessigns, Constantine appears in all kis impe-
rial pomp. ¥pmy, you, rémark this passage, in
Jlid answer he gived to 4n harangue that had jus:
heen addressed to him in the name of alt the ia-
thers. ¢ Therage of division spreading through
the minds aud penefrating the hearls of men, ex-
cites them oneagainst the other, troubles peace,
ruins faithby rendering it uncertain, fills the coun
{ry with disorder and  tumulls, and after all this,
exposes religion to the contempt, -the xidicule, and
the blasphemy of our adversaries(the pagans,) \i_'}zo
tako occasion from ‘thencc to fedr it in pieces, To
remedy so great an evil, 1 have thought nothing te
be so powerful as the whole Church acling with
authority in this holy “assembly that represents
il.!” :

The first business tha council enlered upon was
that of Ariug. It setsabout it with that maturity
and wisdorn that wasto be expected from so grept
and learned an assembly, in which 2lso werg sitling
a'great number of confessors of the faith, mutijated
in the persecution of Licinius and covered with
scars, which Constantine kissed with respect. Ati-
us and his doctrine were unanintously, condemned
the consubstantiality of the word recognised anc
fixed to the immortal symbo}, which isstill to this
dav repeated by all christians, The fathers ofNice,
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at the end of their labours, addressed a synodal let

ter to all the Churches ander heaven, o notify theic
decisions and to offer them {o The wcceptation of all
the Bishops inthe warid. In it they say, “that
with one voice it had besn resolved to anathema-
tize Arius and his impious doctrine.” They. bad
already.prescated-the. decree ofhis condemnatipn
tothe Experor: whohad received it with the Bigh-

9Eusebias, Sozomen, Theodoret, Nicepborus.



