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carnnons and swords, well enough in soi-ne places, but ploughls
'11d reapingy-hookis? Not rifle balis and chain shot, but Nvheat
aiid corn, and the sced for the orchard and the grarden, that the
land may bloom in the spring and rejoice in the autunin with
overtlowingr abundance ? It were vain to go to wvar, flot having
proved our weapons. It wcre vain to go to farining, flot know-
mgo our seed. So time mnay not be ail lost, if we shall at lengyth
have ascertaincd which are indeed the fighiting doctrines and
whichi are the working doctrines of the Churcb of God.

It mnay set forth more clearly what we shall designate the
C'hurch's w'orking doctrines, if first w'e devote a littie attention
to those we speak of as its fighting doctrines. These latter,
Nvill, of course, depend upon the character of the war, the
nature of the foc, and whience the confiict arises. The Chiurch
of *God, like the soul of a man, bias focs without and focs within.
The Chiurch of God came not to attack or assail anybody; but
to save everybody:. to help, comfort and strengrthen every-
1,,.y. Its element, its natural condition, its spirit and normal
estate is not strife and confusion, but, order and peace. It came
with a mciek and quiet energy to cultivate, devclop, ennoble&
ffnd bless. Yet because (1arknezs is here, light must press it.
out. Because sin is here, righteousness must contend for its,
p)lace. So even the grentle Shepherd is compelled to say He-
came not to scnd peace on carth, but a sword; and inspiration
divine crowded by the fearful facts, commits itself to that,
startiingr contradiction, that inexplicable combination, the
wrath of the Lamb.

The battie niay bc against Atheists, or Irifidels, or Agnosties,
or Materialists, or Rationaiists, or Evolutionists; or ?Pagan, or
Turk, or Jew. No wonder the Lord God ist'ituted a living
miinistry, and provided fcr the bright succession throughi all the
centuries. The battie mnay be amongst Christians themsclves
a> to the relation of God to the government of the world ; the
two-fold relation of the nature of Christ; the office and work of
the(, Spirit; the e.ssence, status and functions of the Church; the
intent end scope of an atonement ; its relation to the sover-
eignty of God and freedoni of man; the immnortality of the
soul and the final destiny of the hiuman race. No wonder the
Lord God grave the Writtcn Word, the infallible rule of faith
and practice for ail generations; the clear declaration cf the
wvill of Qod and the ultimate and decisive court of appeal on
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