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roofs and pillars. The sacred shrine to which the mujtitude
come to pray is protected by a large frame of wire nefting. A
curious practice seems in force with the hundreds who pay their
devotions here: they purchase from the priest in attendance
small squares of paper, on which are inscribed certain hiero-
glyphics; these they chew for a time, and then throw as pellets
at the grating (which is consequently covered with the results).
And the precision with which these pellets strike the grating, or
go through the mesh, determines’ certain inferences as to good or
bad luck.

Broxnze FIGURE OF BuDDHA.

The streets are full of life and movement. People are wending
their way home, or to the bathing-house, which, strongly lighted
up, shows through its lattice bars crowds of both sexes enjoying
the luxury of the bath. Gaily painted and figured lanterns are
flitting to and fro, and light up somewhat dimly the shops and
roads, for the gas is not as yet laid on all over the city, and the
law still remains in force that everyone after dark shall carry
a lighted lantern on which his name is painted.

" All honour to this nation, which, after living an isolated life
for centuries from the rest of the woild, has now gone ahead in
such an earnest manner, leaving all that any other Eastern nation
has attempted far behind. In going over tke workshops, which



