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slace, we hopo the rules made will be really carried out.
When tho car of Jagannath, by the vigorous exertiona of
1ho erolies engaged, is first started from its place, there
s sometimes such & shout of joy that the <¢voliea them-
sclves stop to join in, and so the progress of the ponder-
wus car is stayed. © trust the Rajput chiefs will not
he so ploased with themselves for passing these rules, as
1 furget bo give them practical effect. Previous attompts
w the same direction have been frustrated by the vanity
i individuals, who to secure the applause of their
dependents have disregarded limitations of expense in
marringes which they had before agreed toadopt. And
it is one thing for these men when away from their own
jpeople, and under the infiuence of what they knew to be
-ticisl English opinion, to ostablish regulations in
sccordance therewith, and quite another thing for each
i them in his own city to dt?fy the feelings and disappoint
‘he oéxwobatiom of those by whom he is surrounded.
he Bindu mind is strongly controlled by opinion—we
cannot properly say public opiujon, for that is in its
senorsl sense can scarcely bo maid to oxist. It is class
spunion, family opinion, village opinion, that binds their
minds in ©
w but independenco of mind hypertrophied in certain
Airections, 18 extremely raro in India. Thus the individ-
unls who have acquiesed in these rules may find it difficalt
i carry them when occasion arises in their own homes,
wd still more so to get them carried out by men of less
lsunction in their httle Btates. A rule was established
« the Brahmo Bamaj, in Bengal that no member should
dlow his daughter to be married under the age of four-
woon. Within a few moutbs the Maharajoh of Kuch
*char wanted to m: the young daughter of the Brahmo
wwlor, Koshab Chaudra Sen, who at once led the way in
lisrogardiog the rule which he had been foremost in
mposing.  Buch things may happen again.

Further, Rajputana is not India. It is an important
i:atrict, no doubt. Ita people are looked up to by the
ther provinces as representing thoe bluest blood, next to
i Brahmans, of the Aryan race. We may hopo that
‘heir example will have some influonce among all who are
~lucated enough to hear of it and upprecisto it. But
theso Rajputs have special advantages in the way of in-
tepundence. Their chiefs are soml-independent of our
tovornment, and quite independent of one another.
Fach Btate forms s small suciety by itself, led by its
el Tho other provinces are not so. Bociety. there is
+ Inrger thing, with uo loaders of similar prominence.
N agreoment among Beongali zemindara could be arrauged
"+ provent sne from vying with another in marriage ex-
jrnses, %W oars ago one of themn lighted a mile of
“he stroptéof Oyalcutm with eleotric lamps, in order to
< clipse all rivals in matrimonial extravagance. Probably
‘us tonants had to pay for it, for though occasional de-
mands of this kind are illegal, they are still not seldom
arung from the ignorant r{oh. And, aguin, it is not
-uerely the zomindars, or rich men who need restraint in
‘ius motter. It {s no great harm,
wen's rupees should bo prevented from accumulsting in
+heir coﬂqers, though it would tend more to enrich the
+untry wero they expended on productive works, and
not in foeding Brabmans, and so on. But it is o comman
thing to find a small farmer burdened with debta incurred
at his father's wedding, or perhaps his grandfsther's A
missionary somotimes has to exert his suthority to the
itmost, to prevent a native Christian, whoso mouthly
wige may be Ra. 6. from expending Ra. 10 on a so-called
" English band” to o the wedding of his daughter.
I will be loug ere tho example of tho Rajput princes
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will filter down to the labourers and scavengers, whose
axtravaganoe at the marringes is perhaps evon greater in
roportion to their mesna. Howaver, it is o step wo mway
ge thankful for. It will not regenerate India. But 1t
msy tend to diminish infanticide, and to make the Raj-
puts more thrifty and more comfortable ; aud it will be
on example that may bo quoted bot without effect all
over India by the advocates, missionary and otherwise,
of the introduction of common sense among Indian
social customs, For in truth whatscever savours of
moral couragoe tends, go far as it goes, to bring nearer tho
liberation otg the Hindn mind from social and religious
bondage, and its regonerstion by the truth of Christ.—
Abridged from ‘‘ The Record.”

117

’

Aanjversary of the American Baptist W. F.
M. Society.

Dear Ling. —Two days and a half last mouth, were
spent 80 pleasantly aud profitably in the Pierrepont Bt.

aptist Church of Brooklyn, N. \;., with the W B. F. M.
Socioty, that I cannot refrain from giving you a few items
in co tion with the meetings.

The Brooklyn sisters evidently understand the enter-
taining of strangers, for we were made at once to feel at
home among them ; and every thing that could conduce
to enjoyment was apparently ﬁxid unde? tribute to attain
this eng. But enjoyment, after all was not the principal
objeot which drew these women togethor. Matt. 28 : 18,
20, if read in connection with Gal. 2:20, will abundantly
oxplain thia.

he meeting perhaps of greatest intcrest was that hold
on Tuesday afternoon aud evening before the more forma)
opening. This waa called the ‘‘ Searetaries meeting,”
and was presided over by the Correaponding Secretary.
After a short prayer-meeting, cach worker was provided
with a prayer containing one question from the Board
to the Becrotaries, nugu(:ﬁavqn from the Secretaries them:-
selves. Each of these was asked and discussed, there
being the utmost freedom, and we cannot but think that
each worker would go to her own tield, not ouly encour-
aged to persevers, but determined to do so.

On Wednesday morning the more formal exercises
began. Each session was begun with a half hour of
prayer ; commencing ut 9.30 a.m., and continuing with
only briof.recesges in which to refresh the physical until
ten p. m. Lunch and tea was served in the large vestry
below the audience room, where tables were laid to ac-
comodate about five hundred. The guests were provided
with red tickets, and were sorved Grat, thuse who were
‘“at home " with blue. The tables were beautifully dec-
orated with flowers, and presented a very pretty appear-
ance. No leas than eleven hundred meals were provided
ono day, and yet there was nu confussion, no hurry.
The sistors wore kept pretty busy; for the work and
enthusiasm of the session seemed to sharpen the appetites,
and it is hardly posaible that there were many ** fragments”
left to gather up.

Our aisters’ missionary efforts extend over u large field.
Wo heard not only from Indis, but from Japan, China,
Africa, Russis antr France. The report gives 40 mission-
aries, 55 Bible women, 394 baptisms, 162 schools, 5,212
pupils and this year more missionarics had boeu sent out
than ever before.

The report of the Corresponding Bearotary, Mrs. Gates,
should be heard to be appresisted It scoms a shame to
only take a bit from it here and there, and yet that is all
thero is time for now. In Africa, Misses Falhoner and




