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demoralizing associations of party politics. It la our intention
t4 keep record of tho courso taken on this subject by our con-
tomporaries. In contrast to the judicious criticism of the
Thornbury Standard, ia the too intrepid uttorance of the Lind-
say Post, a case of " editors rushing in where trusteca fear te
tread," whicl lias brought on the Lindsay suite no les than
four libel suits at $5,000 each : A great deal worse than the
Lindsay Post, which atloast has the courage of its opinions, is the
St. Mary's Journal, whose editor points against the poor teaci-
ers who have no libel suit rumedy to resort to, an attack worso
than any libel, on that nost vulnerable point, the pocket. The
St. Mary's Journal actually censures the good town of Mitchell
for paying " too good salaries te teaciers !" Tho Journal iim-
putes it as blame te the Mitchell trustees that only two of the
Mitchell teachers are paid less than $200 a year." The editor
of the St. Mary's Journal seems te set a particularly nsall
value on education. HO miglit remember that it vas a cheip
school systom that produced Mr. Squeers and Dotheboys Hall.

The Bowman-ille Statesanta of November 1 Oth bas a good
'ng article on the present condition of the Public and Higli

'Ïiiools of that' tewn. It lias some rather trenchant criticismu
of the work done by the Kingston Higli Schools, which, accord-

t he Statesman, la inferior te that of the Bowmianville
Vgtons. If this b se, better things ouglt te ho expected

frýo!n üJHigh School which has liberal money grants, and the
respectablo city population of Kingston te draw on for sup-
port. _ _

.WSHOULD ASENTEES BE SUSPENDED?

The Supreme Court in the United States has reversed a de-
cision of a Circuit Court against the Jefferson City School
Board, which had suspended a scholar absent for six balf
days in four consecutive weeks. The Court disposed of the
fallacy that truancy is injurions only to the truant, and of the
equally fallacious assumption that a riglt te bo absent results,
from the riglit te be present in school. Every child has a right
te attend the school. " This is truc; but this right of attend-
ing school necessarily requires, wlhen the school is joined, and
whilst such attendance continues, a submnission te the regula-
tiens of the school. Suppose rule Il b inverted, and instead
of reading as it now stands, should read thus : ' Any pupil la
at liberty to go a fishing during school heurs, and be absent
a half a day or a whole day, and as Manry days as he pleases,
provided ho conducts himuself decently when' in attendance on
school.'"

NIGIIT SCIIOOLS AND MEcuANICs' INSTITUTS. - We are glad
te see, by the large posters inviting attention te the subject,
that niglit schools are being established in Toronto during the
winter. These will supplement the day work of the publie
schools, and do sonething net only to supply educational facil-
ities for those who cannot attend during the day, but for those,
no inconsiderable cliss, for whom tirere la not roon in the,
existing school buildings. It were te ho wished that the
Mechanics' Institutes, now that this work is to be taken off

their hands, would turn their onorgies into tho direction of
industrial classes. A vast field of usefulness is thero open fr
theni.--Exchange.

-The Right Hou. A. Mundella, M.P., the Minister of
Ediucatinn in Great Britain, ia fulfilling tho arduous duties of
his position in a wvay that merits the approval of all parties.
He has lately travelled in Europe with a v;ow of investigating
thel beét systems of nducation. The following remarks, taken
fron an address recontly made before tho Mochanics' Iiistitite,
at Kingsley (Yorkshire), will be of interest to our readers.
He said :

They had now direct compulsion establshud for tho wholo of the
United Kingdom, and although the Aet did net cone into opera.
tion until tho 1st of January. it had been adopted alroady by tho
wholo population of England and Vales within one million. He
lad no doubt, without the Jeast pressure from the Education
Doepártment, that on the let January, 1881, tho whole population
of England and Wales would be under compulsion. (Cheers.) If
there was any complaint of the hardship of the Education Aot, it
arose when the child came of ago te work nud could not pass the
necossary standard.

The factory employers and parents present should bear in mind
that British children had a shorter school life allowed them than
any other children in Europe, whero thore was anything lika a
compulsory system. In Switzerland, no child could leav,3 sehool
to work until be was thirten years nf age; in Bvaria, also, the
ago was thirteon. In Prussia the half-timo system bgan at twelve
years, contmuued to fourteen years, aud then it was compulsory, if
required, for two or throe years longer, if nece 3ary up to saven.
teen ycars, for six or eight hours a week; it mn :ht be in the night,
but it must ho continued until the standard w -. passed. It was
most important to oconomise beforo overything the short school
life of the English child.

Alluding to tho cntroversy on the subject of voluutary and
B3oard sahiools, hbu said ho prayed that that might aIl corne te su
end. (Hear, hear.) There was enough for good mon to do, to
whatever scet or party they might belong, in rescuing the rising
generation, without maintainig a bitter feud about which should
do the work which had to be doue. It was ail the Masters' work ;
and ho sorved best who served in the best spirit and threw his best
euergy into tho work.

No %vis"ed tlat the School Boards should, as far as was consis.
tent with the Acta of Parliament, have perfect freedom, and that
they should be responsible rather more to tho ratepayers, and
rather less te the Education Department. It was for the rate.
payers chiefly to decide how fax the School Boards should carry
out their varions schemes.

In our School Board reporta of Keighley and Huddersfield next
week wo shall givo longer extracts from the right hon. gentleman's
speeches.

-When on the point of going te press, rumours
have reached us that several suits are being instituted against
the Hamilton Collegiate Institute for non-fulfilment of pro-
mises as te money paym nt-promises put forward iu the
advertisements of the Hamilton Institute, te which allusion
has been made in our leading articles. We bave received a
number of letters from teachers on this subject which are too
late for this issue, but will be publishnd in the February
numbar of the SCHOOL JoUNAL. One such latter from a
teacher we print in the present issue, and we arc in a position
te state that the editors of this paper have during the last few
days received visits from High School teachers of the highest
respectability, who bave afforded us fresh information on this
subject which it will be our painful but inevitable duty to lay
before our icaders.


