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(From Thursday’s Daily qm
Scholar§hip
In Coal Mines.

Government May Waive the Test
from All Except the
Orientais.

Premier’s Views on Dffer of
Horsemen — Game Act
Suffers Amendment.

Although two motions of censure
standing on the orders were unceremoni-
ously *stoed over”’ yesterday—the ex-
pected field day being thereby avoided—
the session was not wholly devoted to
routine by any means, for to the surprise
of a considerable number of the mem-
bers, the Coal Mines Regulation bill
was brought forward for sécond reading.
the result of long caucus consideration
being apparent in an amendment that
Hon. Dr. McKechnie promised would be
introduced in committee.  This applies
to. section 3—the pivotal section of g;he
pill—and provides in brief that a mining
inspector may give permits to illiterate
miners to work fer a certain time, upon
being convinced that they understand
the rules of danger, although unable to
read them—while oue year is allowed to
all in which to pass the simple educa-
tional  requirement. The peculiar
amendment of the game law was'the
other feature of the day, it being decided
that beaver shall have a close season of
two years, in which to recuperate as a
race; that no male elk shall be shot
that does not possess at least twelve
_points (although Mr. Bryden inquired in
passing who was to hold the elk for the
hunter while he counted the points);

_and that doe moose, elk and caribou may

not be shot from the 15th March to the
15th -July.
* e
PETITIONS.

On the opening of the house .with
prayers by Rev. Dr. Wilson, petitions
were presented by tne following:

Mr. J. M. Martin—From the citizens

and business men of Phoenix, protest-

ing against the repeal or amendlpent of
the eight-hour law in its relation to
underground work in metalliferons

.mines.

Mr. J. M. Martin—From the working
miners of Phoenix, to the same tenor
and effect.

Mr. J. M. Martin—From the working-
men employed in the mines of Ross}a:nd
district, protesting against the petition

-of mine owners, contradicting the facts

as therein set forth, and urging that no
substantial changes be made in tlge
eight-hour law. The signatures to this
petition numbered upwards of 500, and
‘the document when . the member for
Rossland unfurled it for presentation,
bridged the distance from the member
for Bast Kootenay to his own desk.

Mr. Green—From fifty = citizens of
Whitewater, expressing  confidence in
‘and satisfaction with the eight-hour law
as applied to underground work in
metalliferous mines, :

Mr. McPhillips—From Evans, Cole-
man & Evans, protesting against the
suggested consolidatron and amendment
of the Vancouver City Incorporation

Act 4
COMMITTEES REPORT,

Mr. Macpherson for the railway com-
mittee presented a report, transmitting
the hill to incorporate the Taku & Atlin
Railway & ‘Navigation -Company.

Mr. Green presented the sgventh re-
port’ of ‘the private bills committee, stat-
ing with reference to petition No. 3 (of
the Tmperial Pacific Railway Co.) that
the standing orders had not been com-
plied with, inasmuch as the committee
were of the opinion that no proper notice
had been given; their recommendation
was that there be returned to the peti-
tioners the sum of $300, deposited by
them on the 26th December last. ' The
committee also reported the preamble
proved of the bill' toincorporate the
Crow’s Nest Pass Eleetric Light
Power Co., submitting the same with
amendments,

Mr. Speaker suggested that this report|
be withdrawn for amendment, it being
inadmissible as involving a refund of
money.. . : 3

The report was amended by the elim-
ination ~of this particular, and then
adopted, . {

RETURN OF CONTRACTS. .

Hon. Mr. Semlin presented the return
asked for on motion of Mr. Higgins
with respect to purchases of stationery
for certain of - the public  departments.
He confessed that he could not recog-
mnize its ‘value to the hounse, and said
that it had taken the department three
weeks to prepare, comprised seventeen
‘pages, and comprised all purchases
from an amount of two cents to several
hundred dollars. The aggregate amount
.of the 'several purchases was $22,121.92.

NEW WESTMINSTER RELIEF.

A bill to' amend ‘the New Westminster
Relief Act of 1899 was introduced by
Hon, Mr. Cotton, received a first read-
ing, and was ordered for second read-
ing on Thursday.

COLUMBIA & WESTERN GRANT.

Mr, Joseph Méartin moved for 4 return
of all correspondence between the goy-
erument and the Canadian Pacific Rail-
way Company, or the Columbia &
‘Western Railwuy‘(}ompan&,) with regard
o _a land grant or cash Bomus. -

In answer to an inquiry by Hon. Mr.
‘Cotton, the mover said: that he referred
in his resolution to the Columbia &
‘Western grant only. iR ;

The government had no‘ objection to
the resolution, which was seconded by
Mr. "McBride and ‘earried. - §

COUNTY COURT JUDGES.

Mr. Helmcken moved for all corres-
‘pondence between the Attorney-General
-and Hon, W, Norman Bole, judge of the
county court of New Westminster, with

respect to the administration of justice|of

in the Speedy Trials court at New. West-
nmijhster. : Mg fnee

Hon. Mr. Henderson' said that the
government had no objection to this
resolution, which was thereupon agreed
to.

FORESHADOWING THE BUDGET.

Upon the motion of the Finance Minis-
ter, seconded by the Provincial Secre-
tary, it was resolved that “the speech
of His Honor the Lieutenant-Governor
be zaken into consideration on Monday
next.” !

UNDER CONSIDERATION. '

Mr. Helmcken asked the Attorney-
General: “ What course is it proposed
to take by the government, owing to the
recent decision of the Full court at Van-
couver, relative to the jurisdietion exer-
cised by Hon. W. Norman Bole, judge
of the County court of New Westmin-
ster, sitting and acting as County court
judge in the city of Vancouver?”’

Hon. Mr. Henderson replied: * The

{8tructions to act in the matter.

3
a

Mr. Joseph Martin desired in the pass-
age of this subject to direct the atten-
tion of the government to the fact that
the objection to His Honor Judge Bole’s
jurisdiction had ‘been taken by the
unanimous decision of the bar of Van-
couver. He held that the Atterney-
General's answer, indicating that the
government was considering a restora-
tion of Judge Bole’s jutisdiction in the
court ‘and matters referred to, would
occasion great uneasiness and alarm
among the members of the Vanecouver

bar.
JURORS BILL,

The house then returned to committee
upon the Jurors Act Amendment bill,
Mr. Hall being chairman,

In committee a new section was intro-
duced as (12) by the Attormey-General,
to meet the expressed wishes of Messrs,
Ellison and Deane. To enable the
provisions of the act (with “to
selection of jurors) to be extended to
Vernon and ‘to Kamloops, it was pro-
vided by this new section that the
lieutenant-governor-in-council shall have
power to apply the provisions of the
Jurors Act and of sections 3, 4, 5 and 6
thereof, to any district in the province.

The bill as so amended was reported
complete, the report being ordered for
consideration on Thursday.

A COMMITTEE CHANGE.

During Mr. Dunsmuir’s absence from
the province it was agreed that 3
Robertson should replace him upon the
railway committee and Mr. Bryden
upon the mining committee.

GAME LAW AMENDMENTS,

In committee on the Game Act
Amendment bill, Mr, Kellie being chair-
man, it was agreed. upon the motion of
Mr. Eilison, to add after the words
.“ provincial museum ” in line 8 of sec-
‘tion 12, the words: * Provided that
nothing in this section shall make law-
ful the killing of does of elk, moose,
deer and caribou from the 15th day of
March to the 15th day of July of each
year, both days inclusive.”

Hon. Mr. Henderson next proposed
the following amendments: {

“30. (1.) No person shall at any time
shoot at, hunt, kill or have in his posses-
sion any male elk with horns having less
than twelve points,

#(2) No person shall shoot at, hunt,
trap, take or kill any beaver for a period
og&wo years from the 1st day of May,
1900. :

“(3.) No person during the period
mentioned in paragraph (2) hereof, either
on his own behalf or as agent for any
person, firm or ecorporation, shall pur-
chase, barter or trade for any skin or
pelt of a beaver which has been killed
during ‘said period, and the onus ' of
proof as to the date of killing shall be
upon the person in whose possession
such skin or pelt is found.

“(4.) Any person offending against the
provisions of this section shall be liable
for each offence, on conviction thereof
in a summary manner before any j‘_m-
tice of the pedce, in accordance with
the provisions of the Summary Convic-
tions Act, to the following fines for the
following offences, namely: i

“ For shooting at, hunting, killing or
having in his possession each male elk
contrary to the provisions of paragraph
(1) of this section, $50. s

“ For shooting at, hunting, trapping
or killing each beaver contrary to the
provisions of paragmph (2) of this sec-

ggrvsrnmmt is now considering this mat-

tionb$50.

“ For purchasing, bartering or trading
.for each skin or pelt of a beaver contrary
to the provisions of paragraph (3) of
this section, )

“ Costs to be levied by distress, or to
imprisonment for any term not exceed-
ing 30 days, or to both fine and imprison-
ment.” } o
. 'Mr. Pooley looked upon thege provi-|
‘sions and penalties as farcical and im-
possible to pi gerly, enforce, - = o

Mr. A. W. Smith vigorously opposed
the amendment with relation to the
beaver. How, he asked, could a dealer
determine, when a skin was offered
him, the exaet date at which the animal
had been killed  He held that such a
change in the law would only result in
complication and embasrassment, and
‘thought that the present protection of
the Game Act was quite sufficient if
that law were properly enforced. At
present the law was set at nought, and
very few visiting hunters troubled them-

& | selves to secure licenses. 'What was

wanted was not so much amendment of"
the law, but a more vigorous enforce-
ment.

Hon. Mr. Henderson remarked that
the provision in question had been intro-
duced at the request of the member for
Cariboo. ;

Mr. Turner opposed the proposed
changes as unworkable.

Mr. Ellison also thought it was wrong
that a person should have to be specially
lilf_ensed to export beaver or marten
skins.

Mr. Booth held that the only effect of
this legislation would be to create an
illicit instead of a legitimate trade in
fur skins, while depreciating the value
of the skins to the hunters and trappers.

Major-General Kinchant defended the
section. objected to by Mr. A. W. Smith
as necessary to prevent the extermina-
tion of the beaver, and said that it met
with the approval of Curator Fannin of
the provincial museum.

The amendment was agreed to upon a
division.

Mr, Wells, before the committee rose,
took the opportunity to bring to the notice
of the government the fact that a prac-
tice is being made by the Indians of the
Northwest Territories of coming across
the boundary into the Kootenay country,
.and more particularly into the Columbia
valley and the country traversed by
tributaries of that river; shooting and
fishing with utter disregard for the pro-
vincial laws. The result was a practical
extermination of the valuable big game
in this locality, more especially the noble
elk, These splendid specimens of British
Columbia’s big game had been very
abundant in the past, but had been so
ruthlessly slaughtered by these trespass-
ing Indians during the past year as to
be in grave danger of becoming extinct.
The fact that these Indians were in the
enjoyment of. special treaty privileges
with the Dominion government certainly
should exclude them from the enjoyment
shooting -advantages denied our own
.Indiansj:who were not favored by any
such special conditions. He (Mr. Wells)
had already directed the attention of the
Indian department to this grave cause of
complaint, but so far without definite re-
sult. He hoped that by bringing the mat-
ter. now before the government and the
house committee, some more tangible re-
sult would be attained, some recommen-
dation. be secured in the direction, of ter-
minating the  expensive and permicious
practices of these strolling Indians, to
which he had alluded. There was the
further point at issue in this connection,
that these Indians carried out of the
prévince large quantities of hides and fur
skins, which they disposed of to traders
beyond the provincial lines, and which
was something again from which our
provincial Indians were distinctly de-
barred, by the game law now under jcon-
' gideration and in amendment.
 The  Attorney-General promiséd 'that

the police would be given immediate in-

complete

The bill was then reported

.in Viectoria.

with amendments, the report' it to be con-
sidered at the next sitting of the house.
TRUSTEES’ BILL.

This measure, reported from committee
at a previous sitting, was read a third
time, and passed.

COMPANIES’ BILL.

Upon this measure being returned to
committee with Mr. Robertson as chair-
man, the following amendments were in-
troduced on the suggestion of Mr. Mec-
Phillips:

“Notwithstanding any law to the con-
trary it shall be lawful for companies in-
corporated under any statute of this pro-
vince whose principal and main business
is to acquire tracts of land with the ob-
ject of sub-dividing the same into lots
and selling such lots when &0 sub-divided
as aforesaid, or companies whose capital
or assests consist of property of a wast-
ing nature, ptovided such companies have
paid all debts legally owing by them or
have made ample provision for the pay-
ment of the same, testified by a declara-
tion made by the secretary of the com-
pany and filed with the registrar of joint
stock companies, to declare and pay divi-
dends out of the moneys being the net
proceeds of the sale of their lands so sub-
divided 'as aforesaid or out of the
moneys being the net profits of or arising
from the operation, working and man-
agement of such capital property or as-
sets of a wasting nature, but all such
dividends and payments shall be taken
and considered as a reduction of the capi-

.| tal of such company.

“A resolution passed by mnot less than
50 per cent. of the shareholders at a
meeting duly called for that purpose shall
be necessary for the declaration and pay-
ment of such dividends.

“A copy of every such resolution ypnder
the seal of the company and certified to
by the secretary of the company shall be
filed in the office of the registrar of ;joint
stock companies, within ten days after
the passing of the resolution.”

Hon. Mr. Cotton thought the amend-
ment might be further improved so as to
Inore effectually protect company  credi-
ors.

It was decided to print the amendment,
and the committee accordingly rose with
a progress report.

SUPREME COURT BILL.

In moving the second reading of the
bill to amend the Supreme Court Act,
Hon. Mr. Henderson explained that the
object of the bill was to provide mainly
that the number of sittings of the court
of appeal should be reduced. At present
the court of appeal sat ten times during
the year. It was thought that owing to
the fact that the Full court was engaged
as a court of appeal so frequently, suffi-
cient time was not given to the judges to
get through with their nizi prius work—
hearing trials of action, ete., and that
they had not sufficient time to consider
their judgments. It was considered by
both the bench and the bar that the num-
ber of sittings shomnld be reduced. . The
proposal contained in the bill whs for
four. sittings, two in Vancouver and two
He thought the judges ap-
proved of this, but representation had
been made both from the bar of Vancou-
ver and Victoria that °although they
agreed that the number of sittings should
be reduced, they thought there should be
six sittings rather than four. He thought
it was advisable to move the second read-
ing on this' oceasion, as there was no dis-
pute as to the principle of the bill, and
amendments could easily be made in com-

mittee,

Mr. McPhillips pointed out that some
provision should be made for the hearing
of interlocutory appeals—that is, appeals
from decisions of judges in chambers.

Hon. Mr. Henderson thought the sug-
gestion quite in line with the principle of
the bill, and such an amendment could be
introduced when the bill reached  com-
mittee. : :

_The second reading was agreed to.
OCOAL MINES REGULATION BILL.

HON. DR. McKECHNIE in moving
‘the second reading of the bill to amend
the Coal Mines Regulation Act, said that
‘he would like to briefly outline the main
provisions, and point out what was
sought to be obtained. There were some
five important provisions. 'The first of
these was a section dealing with the ex-
chusion mnderground of certain undesir-
able classes of workers in the coal mines.
Another dealt with the better oversight
and working of the mines, by compelling
the overmen or pit bosses to be certified
men. A third provided for granting of
lower grade 'certificates, which these
would require. There was another pro-
vision dealing with the filing of plans,
‘and making mine plans more complete,
which will be filed in the department of
mines when mines are abandoned. Last-
ly, there whs a section which empowered
t{e inspector, on complaint from an ad-
joining owner, ‘to' go into an adjoining
mine and find out whether or not that
mine was encroaching on the other’s
property. He did net intend to follow”
this order in further explaining the bill,
but would leave the most important point
to the last, namely, the exclusion of un-
desirable persons from mine employment.

Referring to the point where it was
sought to make pit-bosses hold certifi-
cates of competency, he thought it would
require little argument on his part to con-
vince any sensible person that a man
occupying such a position should be a
man of certain qualifications. A man-
ager must possess a certificate of com-
petency, and eould in a way .cover the
men working under him. Such a state

'of affairs might be all right in small

‘workings, but when the workings. got to
be of a large size they would naturally
be employing several hundreds of men,
and one manager would perhaps bq over-
seeing two or three different pits or
slopes. In those circumstances he could
not give personal supervision sufficient
for any one slope. It was necessary for
the safety both of the men and of the
mine that the man in charge should be
possessed of a certain acknowledged de-
gree of competency, He need not be so
highly ecertified a man #s the manager
of the mine, so the bill provided for a sec-
 ond class certificate of competency which
should be possessed by all pit bosses. He
did not anticipate that there would be
any opposition to this, - Provision had
‘had been made for those pit bosses who
were at present engaged as such, and
did not hold certificates; they would
given six months in which to qualify—
this appearing to him to be sufficient
time . for them . to freshen up on fine
.points.

Section 17, which was largely a new
one, read as follows: ;

“17. Section 76 of the said act is here-
by repealed, and the following section is
substituted therefor:

“76. (1.) The owner, agent or manager
of the mine shall keep in the office at
the mine, an accurate plan of the ‘work-
ings of thé mine, showing the workings
up to a date not more than three months
previously, and the general direction and
rate of dip of the strata, together with a
section of the strata sunk through; or if
that be not reasonably practicable, a ‘state-
ment of the depth of the shaft, with a
section of the seam.

The owner, agent or manager of
the mine shall, on request at any time
of an inspector vnder this act, produce
to him at the office of the mine such plan
and ‘section, and ehall also on the like
request mark ‘on such plan’ and section
the then-state of the workings of the

‘| mine, ‘and ‘the inspector shall be entitled

s to examine the plan and section, and for

the whi
| o :

any part

In e e
section he might
muech - work done“',

ereof respectivel

gaining ecertain: information.

preserved for

going to be opened up, it would be of
great advantage if the interested parties
knew the difficulties likely to be encoun-
tered. And what was of advantage to

value to the province. :

There was also provision in sub-gection
2 of section 17, which allowed the in-
spector to have copies made of theplans
of a mine. These were private copies
and not intended for public dse. Sec-
tion 18 was ideéntical with one passed last
year and placed in the metalliferous
mines aet. It referred to inquiries with
respect to alleged encroachments, and af-
fected the safety of the employees. If
it were deemed wise to insert that provi-
sion in the metalliferous mines act, it
was doubly, even trebly wise, to insert
it-in the coal mines act, on account of
the extra danger in ecoul mines from
water and gas being so much greater.
If neighboring 'ground had been en-
croached on the company which was
working up to its line might be in danger
of an explosion or 'a rush of water that
might cause the loss of many lives.
Apart from private reasons altogether it
was in the public interest that such points
as this should be easily and effectively
watched. Under ordinary conditions it
was difficult for a mine owner to find if
his property was being encroached upon.
Coming now to the most important part
of the bill, namely, section 3, it read as
follows: |
“3, No owner, agent or manager of a
mine shall employ undﬁground, or al-
low to be underground fo0r the purpose of
employment, in any mine to which the
Coal Mines Regulation Act applies, any
person who iis unable to read the special
rules for said mine, as printed in English,
and to understand the same to the satis-
faction of the inspector.”

There were different reasons why a sec-
tion like this should be introduced in the
bill. There was the broad reason that
on account of not understanding the En-
glish language sufficiently, certain classes
of workmen in the mine were danger-
ous to their fellow workers. The Coal
Mines Regulation Act expressly stipulat-
ed that certain. things should be posted
up in the mine for the purpose of making
them known to the miners. These in-
cluded an abstract of the act, and an
entire copy of the special rules. These
had to be posted in some conspicuous
place. There 'was no use In the world
why these rules should be made known to
the miners unless it was important that
they should know them for their own
sake and for the sake of the property.
Therefore it seemed absurd that in the
face of a rule like that, a large body of
men should be allowed to-be employed in
coal mines who had not the slightest idea
what these legible characters meant that
had to be poated at every pit-head.” In
addition, there was no use disguising the
fact ithat the government was ajming o
exclude very undesirable . classes from
thése mines—he meant Orientals. He did
not think there were ten per cent. of the
inhabitants of British Columbia who
were in favor of this provinée being over-
ron with Chinese and Japanese labor.
And as the coal mine industry was one
of the largest of this province, he thought
it fitting 'that the = government . should
make a stand—not in condection with a
small and unimportant industry, but in
connection with a large industry, where
this question was concerned:

Objections had been raised against this
section on the ground that it was too
widespread in its application. . Tt was
said that there were a number of miners
employed in the coal mines in this pro-
vince who were unable to read the En-
glish language and therefore could not
understand what was written on the rules
posted up, and yet were still first class
miners; ‘here was no doubt of this
They had men from coal mining regions
in Europe, and they were found a good
class of miners. He had heard it urged
that it was very unjust to seek to exclude
the men from the mines. Some of them
had been here-a number of years, and
had' their wives and families here, and
owned their own homes. It Would be
unjust, a great hardship and a cruelty to
turn them out of employment. He con-
ceded all this, and in endavoring to frame
this act he had no wish to affect this class
if it could possibly be avoided. In this con-
ncetion he had preparea an amendment
to seetion 3 which he would propose in
committee, and which he thought would
in large measure obviate the supposed in-
justice that might be done to  certain
European classes of labor. The amend-
ment would read as follows:

“Provided alwaye that the inspector
may by writing under his hand, permit
any person who has been continuously
employed underground in any mine to
which the said act applies, during a per-
iod of at least twelve months immediately
before the passage of this act, to remain
so employed for any period not exceeding
one year from the passage of this act,
upon such person having proved to the
satisfaction of the inspector that he well

‘understood the dangers of the employ-

ment in which he is engaged, and the

said rules, altbough he may mot be able

to read them.”

. The miners employed at Nanaimo, at
the Union mines, at the HExtension
mines and others included Belgians,
Finns and others who were found to be
good miners. These would be permit-
ted by this amendment to have an enmtire
year in which to familiarize themselves
with reading in English one single docu-
ment—namely the special rules, The
majority of these men could speak

be | English, and it would not require a

very long time for them to learn to read
the language. It was a familiar thing
that many a man who .could speak a
language could' by attending a night
school learn to read it in three or four
months..

With regard to Chinese and Japanese,
he did not - intend to “interest himself
very” much with them. He believed
that their employment in this province
was a direct detriment to the province
of British Columbis, and = he did not
think that this or any other government
should lay themselves out to think very

Japanese. He had only fo picture in
his mind the condition of affairs around
Nanaimo to show what it meant to the
whole province if the curse of Oriental
labor was to be continued in British
Columbia and to go on increasing.
1,100 employed.
between 6,000 and 7,000 people, created
entirel

gy
mat Jone . thousand = miners

oﬂdﬁl.pugm only tozl,uke"t;eopy of
y

tion of sub-section 1 of this
that théré'was sof

three months
that to put the dste further back than
that did not give sufficient information.
This sub-section was really in the public
interest. People working a coal ‘mine were
t in-
formation was  likely to die with them
unless it was properly recorded in some
place where it would be confidentially
3 reference when needed.
They did not expect a company to ex-
ploit a field for the benefit of neighbor-
ing people who wished to find out the
conditions and were waiting to take ad-
vantage of the discoveries made through
the work of the original company. But
years after, if an_ adjoining field were

the succeeding company was indirectly of

much about the welfare of Chinese’ or

They had in Nanaimo probably some
] They had a city of

by that one industry—coal min-
. other words, it would be seem
\ represented{ fore

te population, consisting of the
themselves, their wives ' and

there would be a town

ese. That
entirely in Oriental goods.
bought vegetables from
people; and their

fruits, clothing and

their

ment some 3,000  white

ship which would be
some 300 Belgians and Finns
section was ! enforced. The

wives and families.
after our own people.

and families would necessarily mean the
closing of a large number of the stores.
The merchants of Victoria and Van-
couver, the ranchers of the Fraser val-
ley and of the upper country would find
their business fall off. Every industry
in the province would b@adversely af-
fected. . . Although last year the coal
mining industry had been very prosper-
ous, and the output had been the largest
in the history of the provinee, the indus-
try was still in its infancy. The East,
which was west to us, the Orient, was
only wakening, and everything pointed
to the Pacific Coast reaping an Immense
benefit frem the opening up of China
and the whole Orient. With that open-
ing up, the Pacific Coast would boom
from Alaska dowm to the southern
coast of California, and that boom would
result in permanent prosperity. It
would mean a great increase in the coal
mining industry. Ten years from now
he thought that Vauncouver Islang, in-
stead of exporting a ‘million tons of coal
annually, would produce ten million
tons, and Nanaimo would have a mining
population of say ten thousand people.
This was a subject for the legislature
to léok intg. Vietoria and Vancouver,
through their boards of trade, were
looking out for markets all the time. If
they were 86 keen to get markets, why
not conserve the market right under
their noses? 'Why not use every en-
deavor to preserve the coal mining in-
dustry in this province entirely: for
white men? As the coal mining trade
increased, so would general business.
This was one of the most important
questions that demanded consideration
in the province to-day—namely whether
the province was to be overrun with
Chinese to the exclusion of whites. How
were the metalliferous mines going to
stand on this question? It was only
the other day that he had heard that
sixteen Chinese had been put on at the
Van Anda mine,

The honorable gentleman concluded in
the following words:

“We have got to put our foots—anr
feet—down firmly, look this thing
straight in the face, and even if some
persons are trodden upon at the outset,
we have got to turn over a new leaf and
keep on the right track, once we are
started.” 2

COL. BAKER thought that so import-
ant an amendment as that which it was
promised would be made to section 3
should be presented in printed form
before the house was asked to pass upon
the second réading—this amendment in
fact materially touched the principle of
the pill. He suggested that either the
second reading be deferred or the debate
adjourned to enable this to be done.

MP» HIGGINS took similar ground—
this section and the ‘amendment that
had been indicated constituted in fact
the kernel of the bill. It seemed at
first glance that the amendment was a

very considerable extent the objections
that would otherwiseé be raiséd against
the bill as introduced. = If the sugges-
tion of Col. Baker were acted upon it
was quite possible and probable that
converts from the other side of the
house for the measure would be secured.
CAPT. IRVING, addressing himself
to the bill itself, held that the President
of the Council was assuming the role of
Oom Paul Kruger of British Columbia.
If the idea of the bill had been simply
to keep the Chinese and Japanese out of
British Columbia, he would get thh
sides of the support him. But this third
clause of the present bill 'went very
much further. Tt meant that while the
government at Ottawa was doing its
utmost to induce desirable immigration
from Europe—bringing here Russians,
Germans and others, in the expectation
that they would get' employment and
be happy—this province, was legislating
to_the_ contrary end—to prevent their
doing so. Such a law as this was just
what had caused the fighting now going
on in South Africa. The Uitlanders, as
they were .called, resented the enforce-
ment by the Transvaal of just such a
law as this contained in the third
clause of this bill. It was inconsistent
for a British house to approve. No one
in British Columbia wanted the Chinese
or Japanese, but it was not the right
way to get rid of them to put others
that were not objected to under the
hammer. He thought the bill as it
stood the most ridiculous . proposition
ever brought forward.

HON. DR. McKECHNIE quite con-
curred in the.desirability of the course
suggested by Col. Baker, and the debate
was adjourned after Mr. Higgins had
thrown out -a suggestion that some
special provision might be made for
French-Canadian workers who might
not be able to read English.

TROOPS FOR AFRICA.

Before the house adjourned Mr, Me-
Phillips suggested that the Premier
might well consult the Ottawa authori-
ties as to the arrangements going for-
ward with respeet to British Columbia’s
offer of troops for the Transyaal. Who
was to enlist these troops—would the
Dominion send a recruiting officer, or
should the province supply one? = And
as for 'the officers, who was to select
them? Aml who, again, was to provide
the equipment; and where would it be
obtained?  These were questions that
should be settled quickly. All that had
been said as yet was with respect to
the matter of transpertation. - It was
‘quite possible ‘that when the sailing
time came, if some practical moves
were not made now, British Celumbia’s
men wouldinot be ready. He had also
seen it mentioned from Ottawa that the
offer from British Columbia would be
much more favorably enmtertained if a
complete squadron were offered instead
of 100 .men, a squadron eomsisting of 177
rank and file. Vietoria City now offered
to make up the additiomal men, and it
would be well to know what the pro-
vincial  government - proposed to do.
'These were questions that demanded
immedidte attemtion,

Premier Semlin replying said that all
these suggestions were being considered,
but all negotiations that had taken place
with the Dominion had been on the dis-
tinet basis of British Columbia furnish-
ing 100smen. ~ He thought that.any

ch 2
’E‘gﬁom adjourned at 5:40 p. m. -

3,000 whites and 500 Chimese or Japan-
wouid be dealing almowt
The Chinese
own
dried meats, dried

other goods, -all
came from China—so that this province
generally was not benefited one -iota by}
the employment of these 500 Chinese.
On the other hand, with their employ-
people would
have to get out. Talk about the hard-
inflicted upon
if. this
cruelty
would be infinitely greater if some 3,000
white people were turned out of their
homes and their employment, with tHeir-
‘We had to look

The driving out
of the town of these men, their wives

reasonable and good one, modifying to a|ional, international, and universal repu-

deviation from this number might seri-

ously /confuse arrangements, and there | possession of fuller informétion from th
Y/ { would be - unwise to ‘think ‘ot | aif # on from the

Eight Héhrs& |
Annihilation

Pointed Letter From Labor
Member That Broiaght Down
the Minister.

Rossland Miners Cite War Eagle
Action in Justification
of Their Demand,

In addition to the lengthy commumnica-
tions printed yesterday the following ap-
pears in the retarn of cerrespondence re-
specting the eight-hour law:

The resolutions of the Rossland miners’
union, No. 88, Western Federation of
Miners, were transmitted by President
John Leaden and Secretary James De-
vine, on the 28th of April, the covering
letter reading:

“Aceording to instructions we have the‘
honor to inform you that the above men-
tioned organization by resolution at their
last regular meeting unanimously and un-
qualifiedly endorsed the resolution of the
Trades and Labor Council, re the eight-
hour law, copy of which is herewith en-
closed. It is certainly unfortunate that
so much agitation has been generated
against this law which promised so-much
for the co-operation of the metalliferous
mining industry, but which only at most
could place them on the same footing
in respect to working hours as obtains
and prevails in praetically every commu-
nity in the British Empire where mining
operations of any kind are carried on.
We very much fear that the argument
of mine owners who induced the govern-
ment to suspend the law were of sqch
a character as to impress the executive
with an exaggerated and oyer—egtnmated
idea of the gravity of the situation. In
fact the same is quite clear because of
the fact that at the time that such re-
presentations were made they were posi-
tively not in a position to demonstrate
what the actual results of the enforce-
Pment of the law would be, since they had
made no fair practical test of the same.
In contrast to the actions of complaining
parties in this case, let us compare the
attitude of the War Eagle mining com-
pany towards the eight-hour grinclple.
Thig corporation employs: probably more
men than are employed in all of the Slo-
can mines represented by the five Ameri-
can superintendents who formed the first
delegation to wait on the executive urg-
ing them to exempt them from the opera-
tion of the law if possible—if not, to
suspend it. The War HEagle company,
properly speaking, the Blackstock-Good-
erham syndicate—immediately upon tak-
ing charge of their properties: in this
camp, initiated the eight-hour principle,
(that is so far as actual miners are con-
cerned) laborers only were required to
work ten hours and continued to oper-
ate the same ever since.. When the in-
spector notified Mr. Hastings, the man-
ager, to comply with the law, did he
complain? Did he ask a week—a fort-
night—or 30 days to adjust himself to
the new circumstances, No 'sir. That
very instant, that very day, he issued
orders to his bosses to send all ' work-
men out of the mine when their eight-
hours’ labor was performed. Be it ever
remembered that the Blackstock-Gooder-
ham syndicate have a, provincial, nat-

tation as a shrewd business and financial
institutiion, now in.all fairness we ask
which argument ought we to consider of
the most weight and value? On the one
hand we havé a corporation employing
hundreds of men adopt and initiate of
their own free will the eight-hour system
twelve months before the law requires
thegn to do s0; on the other hand a dele-
gation of mine owners refuse to obey
the laws of the country, rush off to Vic-
goria,.ﬁll the air with rumors of impend-
ing disaster, and it is currently rumored
threaten to close down their mines if the
government of this country dare to en-
force the law. 'The claim that mine own-
ers did not know such a law would be
enforced does mot hold good. Before
your government was formed, labor was
agitating for and demanding this law.
At the convention which nominated and
pledged Mr. J. M. Martin, our member,
to this bill, your colleague, the Hon. Mr,
Cotton, spoke very strongly in favor ef
it, and pledged himself to support the:
same at the -earliest opportunity. The
glghbhoux- question was also made an
issue in the bye-election of the Hon. Mr.
Hume. Furthermore, the same object
was thoroughly discussed at the Domin-
ion Labor . Congress at Winnipeg = in
September, 1898, and the proceedings of
that body appeared verbatim in the Van-
couver Province, and were published
throughout Canada. Why has Mr. J.
M. Martin received so much adverse|
¢riticism from the press that opposes this
law, instead of Hon. Mr. Hume, who
actually introduced it? Simply because
the Kootenay country knows that Mr.
Martin was pledged to it before he was
elected a member of the house. This
certainly does not look as though the
coufitry did not expect the law.. We beg
to say that thé miners’ unions of Nejson,
Ymir, Sandon, and Rossland are in the
same federation, and all heartily endorse
the law; and all statements to the effect
that the miners of Kootenay do not want
it enforced are absolute falsehoods. This
matter is not a question of wages; there
is a greater principle involved; and should
not be viewed from that aspect for a
single moment, because every.student of
political economy knows full well that
although labor organizations may keep
them up temporarily the wages of labor
are ruled by the same law that regulates
and controls the prices of the products
of labor. We claim the right as intelli-
gent citizens of this country to organize
and unite their energies in every effort
to secure legislation that will improve the
condition of the industrials mot only of
British Columbia A but of our beloved
country, thereby avoiding as far as poss-
ible ‘industrial troubles amd disturbances;
but after having adopted these commend-
able methods and assisting in having
this new law placed uwpon the statute
book of the provxince, ‘we most vigor-
ously protest against its suspension, and

council to enforce the law at the earliest
convenient moment, thereby relieving the
suspense which is felt from one eand of
the country. to the other at the present
time.” A

* % 3

In reply to an impuiry from R. Mac-
pherson, M.P.P., with respect to the en-
forecement of the eight-hour law, Hon.
Mr. Hume wrote on the 19th of April,
that owing
made by the mine owners the govenment
had “thought it advisable te withhold the
enforcement ‘of this. act until they are in

‘miness themselves, who, it is reported are
not in favor of the aet if it involves the

‘route.

must respectfully. request thé Executive |

to  certain representations}

they Imve been reeeiving for = 's
work of” tetvhours.” ; d.’ :

Robt. Macpherson, M.P.P., in a reply,
dated the 4th of May, wrote to Hon. Jg
Fred Hume, silying:

“If it is fuvther information you ‘re«
quire to put it iu foree, and that, a8 you
state, from the miners themselves, I wish
to inform you I have received reseolutions
forwarded from the miners’ labor union
from Rossland, a copy which has been
forwarded you direct, which show_that
the piners are in favor of the act being
enforced, and seeing that your objection
to the enforcement of the act till the
miners were heard from has been met by
the resolutions in your possession, I want
to know if you have now ordered the law
to be enforced, or has a handful of mine
owners succeeded in calling you down?
I hope it is not so, and that {will have
a reply from you by return, saying that
the wishes of the legislature are to have
effect.”

* % 3

On the 4th of May, the Minister of
Mines notified the inspector, Jas. Me-.
Gregor, that the government decided to
enforce the eight-hour law, and that upon
the expiry of the 30 days’ notice appear-
ing in the Gazette of May 12, the law
should be enforced, not in an arbitrary
manner, but in compliance with the
statute.

On the 3rd of May, Wm. Donohue,
secretary of the Sandon Miners’ Union,
advised the Minister of Mines of their
endorsement of the Rossland resolutions,
and added:

“We are entirely in favor of an eight-
hour day, and trust you will do your ut-
most to enforce the law as it stands;
and to impress upon the government the
necesgity for its adoption in. the Slocan.”

In sacknowledging this, the Minister
informed the Sandon union that the gov-
ernment had determined to enforce the
law, on the expiration of 30 days from
the Gazette notice of May 11.

On the 4th of May the Carpenters’ &
Joiners’ Union of Rossland forwarded
to the' Minister of Mines their resolution
approving of the Trades and Labor
Council’s action, regarding the eight-
hour law, and the correspondence closes
with a letter forwarded to the Minister
of ‘Mines by Smith Curtis, of Grand
Forks, being a copy of a letter addressed
by him to J. 8. C. Fraser, president of
the Assoeiated Boards of Trade of East-
ern B. 0., at Rossland, as follows:

“I see published ‘in the Nelson Miner a
memorial addressed in the name of the
above association, addressed to the Min-
ister of Mines of this province, regarding
the eight-hour law,

“As you kmow there was no time left
to discuss this nfatter by the delegates
at the recent Rossland meeting of the
above association, and there was no vote
taken endorsing the views or principles
epunciated in the memorial, but the lat-
ter, some time after midnight, at the last
sitting was referred to a eommittee to
prepare a memorial which, of course,
would embody their own views of reven a
at all necessarily the views of even a
bare majority of the delegates. I very
much doubt if it does so; I know it does
not express mine, and as one of the dele-
gates 1 hasten to express my dissent, I
emphatically believe the eight-hour law
is right—that it has come to stay, and
that any concerted attempt on the part
of the mine owners to secure its repeal
may lead to very disaster which the
memorialists deelare its passage has
made imminent. I protest against the
memorial being represented as the views
of the associated board, and I beg to ex-
press- my regret that the docnment was
not put forth over the signature only of
the members who prepared it,-and as re-
presenting their views alone. I reserve
the right to publish this letter.”

LOCAL NEWS.

Fontenoy Stock.—Tenders are asked
for 50, shares ‘of Foritenoy treasury
stock, a less price than ten cents per
share not being considered. The sale is
on behalf of the company.

Princeton-Hope Road.—The Princeton
delegates, accom by members of .
the Vietoria and Vancouver boards of
trade, yesterday waited on the govern-
ment, when the delegates presented their
petition asking for public works, more
particularly the Hope-Princeton wagon
road. The government promised to
send out an engineer to survey the
Mr. Howse yesterday received
an offer from a reputable contractor

build the road for $30,000, ’

Removing to Greenwood.—The an-
nouncement is made this morning that
the legal firm of Tupper, Peters & Potts
has been dissolved, Mr. George A.
Stewart Potts retiring and going to
Greenwood, where he will practise his
profession. Mr. Potts has been a resi-
dent of this city for over ten years, and
has been particularly preminent in politi-
cal circles. As secretary of the Victoria
Liberal-Conservative  Association and
general organizer in this district he has
rendered sueh valuable service to his
party that hig place will be most diffi-
cult to fill. Since he ‘““graduated” from
the staff of the Colonist into legal work
some seven: years ago bhe has steadily
worked his way to the front ranks of
the profession, meeting with such suec-
cess that he is now reeognized as one of
the ablest of the younger members. of
the bar. -Last fall Mr. Potts had an
attack of rheumatism, in consequence of
which he' took an extended vacation in
California, and though he returned ap-
parently completely recovered, he  has
decided, upon the adviee of his jan,
to remove to.the more favorable elimate
of the interior. His many friends, pali-
tical, professional and ' personal, will
wish him every suceess in his new home.
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