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SLIGHTED.

1t is creditable to some of the Liberal
newspapers that expression of regret
and diegust at the exciusion of the Hon.
David Mills frem the Liberal Cabinet is
not confined to Conservative journals.
The London Advertiser, a Reform paper
whose loyalty to its party hag.never been
called in question, speaking of the treat-
ment which se prominent and so able a
member of the Liberal party as the Hon.
David Mills has received at the hands of
Mr. Laurier, says:

If it turns out, eventually, that the
Hon. David Mills is offered and con-
sents to gccept a position as judge in the
Supreme court ef Canada, the place will
be filled by the one man who is the
strongest authority in the Dominion on
all questions of federal jurisprudence,
interprovincial and international law.
It is of the utmost importance that just
interpretations and large-minded views
should prevail in this regard.

But while this ig true, it would have
been a matter of still- greater import-
ance, in our judgment, to have had Mr.
Mills in the new government, at all
events for the first year or two of its
career. In many respects Mr. Mills is
the ablest man in Canada. Principal
Grant once said the public was never
properly seized of any large Canadian
subject until it had been discussed by
Mr. Mills. To Western Ontario Mr.
Mills has long been the principal figure.
Less a politician than a statesiman, Mr.
Mills has doubtless been less ‘‘hust-
ling ”’ than some others; but permanent
national regafd and influence seldom go
to public men of the ‘‘ hustling ”’ type;
and we make bold to say that to-day no
man from Atlantic to Pacific possesses
more of the statesman’s hold upon the
reading, thinking public than the
Hon. David Mills. No man would have
contributed more to the mental re-
gsources of the new administration.
Public opinion will not be satisfied un-
less the great gifts of this eminent son of
‘Western Ontario are turned to account
in the service of his country at the earlis
est possible moment.

Notwithstanding the restraint which the
Advertiser has evidently put upon itself,
it cannot help showing that it is greatly
disappointed and seriously displeased
that the great services which Mr. Mills
has rendered his party during its long
period of adversity have not received the
slightest public acknowledgment.

The Dominion, of Bridgetown, Ont.,
published in the part of the Dominion
in which Mr. Mills is best known, when
it speaks in indignant terms of theslight
put upon one of the oldest and ablest
advocates of Liberal principles in Can-
ada, expresses the feeling of men of all
parties and creeds, It says:

After serving thirty_years in Parlia-
ment, where he was regarded by both
sides of the House as one of the.greatest
Liberals in Canada, Mr. Mills finds him-
self crowded out by the new men whom
his leader has summoned to his aid.
After having borne the heat and burden
of the day through a long term of oppo-
sition, to partake of the sweets of office
and serve his country, as that country
fully expected, is not to be the fortune
of Mr. Mills, but of men who stood idly
by in Dominion contests: when the
outlook appeared doubtful, and who are
now to be taken from their long enjoy-
ment of provincial honors and emolu-
ments to participate in those of the
Dominion. ¢

No wonder the people of Western
Ontario, irrespective of party, stand
agking: ‘What is the meaning of
this?”’ while many sturdy Liberals re-
sent it by saying: ¢ That if this is
victory we would have preferred defeat.”

To Mr. Mills’ thousands of friends in
the West this slight upon him takes on
the appearance of personal insult. Not
8 man among them but bélieves Mr.
Mills the superior of any of those who
have usurped his place in the council of
the nation.

It was generally understood that the
man who pre-eminently stands the
champion of constitutional rights, the
acknowledged authority on questions
of great moment in constitutional or
international law, the foremost Liberal
parliamentarian and ripest scholar at
the present day connected with Cana-
dian public life, would have been
chosen for preferment or place some-
where in a cab)inet that will have to deal
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Liberal party has foreshadowed.

to lure, and to them above all others—
But |the farmers and workingmen. For as

that he don’t, figure there at all is aston- | regards the farmers, to_say nothing of

ishing, to suy the least. Some mav say
that he has no seat! What of Mr. Tarte
and Mr, Paterson? We know that if
Mr. Miils had heen offered a place a seat
would have been forthcoming. We
know he was sent for and was cowsulted
in the formation of the new executive,
and that lie was prepared to enter upon
the duties of office if offered & porition
im the cabinet. )

Is it because Mr. Mills is 'head amd
shoulders above Mr. Laurier intellectu-
ally, and because he nay have expressed
contempt for the leader’s method, that
men who ave his inferiors in every re-
spect, and who 'kave done nothing for
the party, hhiave 'in ‘the ‘formation of the
Government been preferred to him?

AN IMPORTANT CRISIS.
Lk o

The present crisis in the United
States is regarded by thinkingand pa-
triotic'men as most important. The im-
pending-struggle is not, in their opinion,
an ordinary .party contest which whenit
is -over, no ‘matter which party gains,
widl leave the country in eafe_ hands.
What is aimed at by the aggressive par-
ty i8 not a-mere change of nelicy but a
revolution which will affect the very
feundations of seciety. Harper’s Week-
ly, commenting on *‘The Triumph of
Sectionalism and Communism,” says:
The Democratic party, as it is repre-
gented by the convention that met at
Chicago, is.a party of communism and
sectionalism. It is not the only party of
this kind that the country has known,
but it is the only one that has been im-
portant enough to demand reckoning
with as one of the two chief factorsin a
Presidential contest. Twenty years ago
we had the Greenbackers and Grangers.
Later we had the Farmers’ Alliance, the
Labor parties and the avowed Socialists.
The hardships of life, very few of which
result from the action of government,
that have bred a swarm of pestilential
litical insects, have been in operation
an this way since history began, and will
continue until the millenium, to foster
the demagogues who fatten on hatred of
prosperity, jealousy of rewarded indus-
try, impatience with the rule of
law, the desire to force the com-
munity te protect the individual
from the results of his own incapacity
and to level down the average by re-
straining the development of industrial
and social faculties. All this i express-
ed in the platform and ticket that’ were
presented by the Chicago convention to
the considerate judgment of the Ameri-
can people,’”’ There is something almosf
grotesque in this invitation. Itrequests
consideration and judgment upon a pas-
sionate bellow of ignorance, upon which
the controllers of the convention them-
selves dared not permit the exercise of
calm judgment; for to carry. their point
they refused to abide by the rule of the
Democratic party, which permits the
National Committee to name the tem-
porary chairman of the convention,
while they threw out a sufficient num-
ber of gold delegates, geating silver men
in their stead, to give themsélves a two-
thirds majority. Not only were com-
munists and anarchists in control of the
convention, but the avowed pur-
pose of this modern Democracy is to
change the guarantee of the constitu-
tion, and to secure from the Federal
Government legislation that shall not be
for the * general welfare” of the Union,
but which its projectors fondly hope
will give unjust and dishonest gain to
the West and South at the expense of
the East.

Harper’s Weekly is not alone in
viewing with serious alarm the proceed-
ings of the Chicago convention. Men
who are not commonly considered poli-
tieians—scholars and thinkers who or-
dinarily take no part in political con-
tests—have been moved to emerge from
their retirement for the purpose of warn-
ing the people against the principles—
if they can be properly called principles
—and the designe of the men
who have seized the leadership of
what they call the Democratic party
and selected its representative for

of these is Andrew D. White, for many
years President of Cornell University
and former Minister to Germany and to
Russia. This very able man has seen it
his duty to his country to write an open
letter to leaders of the Democratic party,
personal friends of his own, urging them
to lay aside all party and personal con-
siderations and vote for the Republican
nominee, Mr. McKinley. This, he con-
sidered, ‘‘ the only certain means of re-
buking the spirit of repudiation. Dem-
ocracy,” he adds, ‘“ has heretofore stood
as a conservative force in the country,
but at the convention we see in control
a heterogeneous mass of Anarchists, So-
cialists, Populiets, speculators and sec-
tionalistse—the strength of neither of the
great parties and the worst of
both.”” The writer reminds those
whom he addresses of the noble
part taken by the Democrats previous to
the great civil war, how they throwing
aside all minor considerations united
with the Republicans to serve the
Union. He believes that the present
crisis is equally important and quite as
dangerous to the welfare of the people of
the United States. He is quite aware
that the Democrats whom he addresses
are free traders, and that McKinley and
his party are protectionists, but he says
to them:

Even if you utterly reject the Re-
publican ideas regarding the develop-
ment of national industries, on another
thing—and that infinitely the more im-
portant —we are agreed. You knowthat
the financial policy laid down at Chicago
means individual and national bank-
ruptcy, distress and dishonor. You
know that its premises are false,
its promises delusive, its consequence
ruinous. You know that it eans
the wreck of life and fire insurance
companies, trust companies, savings
banks, banks of deposit, building and
loan associations, and monetary institu-
tions to an enormous extent throughout
the country. You know that it means

electlon to the office of President. One-

the diminished demand for their pro-.

ducts, any probability of Anarchist suc-

cess in the approaching campaign will
cause the foreclogure of thousandsupon
thousands of past due mortgages; and\;g
regards the workingmen 1 need hardly
remind you that wages never rise so fast
or so far as inflation prices. The dis-
astrous results to merchants 2nd manu-
facturers are too evident to be dwelt
upon.

. . . . . -

Bear in mind that your responsibili-
ties are vast indeed. We are at the
parting of the ways; this is no ordinary
crisis; it is a possible revolution; its
apostles announce it as such ; the Chica-
go platform, if not resisted now, is the
first step in along and rapid develop-
ment of confiscation, plunder and vio-
lence, and therefore it is that as an
American citizen to American citizens,
and as a friend to friends, I ask you to
realize the crisis in which we all stand,
to act promptly and courageously, to
stand with us for the general weliare in
this emergency, with the certainty that
in this way alone you can do justice to
yourselves, your party and your coun-
try.

The danger must be great and immin-

White is no sllly alarmist.

great deal to Canada.

A BAD REVIVAL.

money.

it a large
metal.
was coined and the coins

tender, to be taken 1n payment of all
kinds of debts, no matter when contract-

is a text book in many colleges, and no
man is considered really intelligent who
has not read it carefully. It is called
‘““Smith’s Wealth of Nations.”” In the
chapter (IV) which treats of the history
of money, Adam Smith says:

Among the ancient Saxons a shilling
appears at once time to have contained
only five pennies and it is not improb-
able that it may have been variable
among them as among their neighbors,
the anciegt Franks. From the time of
Charlemagne among the French, and
from that of William the Conqueror
among the English, the proportion be-
twen the pound, the shilling dnd the
penny seems to have been uniformly the
same as at present, though the value of

country of the world, I believe, the avar-
ice and tnjustice of princes and sov-
ereign states abusing the confidence
of their subjects have by de-
grees diminished the real quantity
of metal which had been originally con-
tained in their coins. The Roman As
in the latter ages of the republic was
reduced to the twenty-fourth part oi its
original value, and instead of weighing a
pound came to weigh only half an onnce.
The English pound and penny contain
at present about a third only; the Scots
pound and penny about a thirty-sixth;
and the French pound and penny about
a sixty-sixth part of their original value.
By means of those operations, theé prin-
ces and the sovereign states which per-
formed them were enabled in appearance
to pay their debts and fulfil their en-
gagements with a smaller quantity of
silver than would otherwise have {)een

requisite. It was indeed in ap-
pearance only, for their cred-
1tors were really defrauded of
a part of what was due them. All
other debtors in the state were allowed
the same privilege, and might pay with
the same nominal sum of the new and
debased coin whatever they had bor-
rowed in the old. Such operations, there-

"fore,‘ have proved ~

‘“There is nothing new under the
sun.” Most of the men who think that
they can compel the people of the United
States to take fifty cents’ worth of silver
for a dollar will perhaps be surprised to
learn that their device is by no means a
new one. It was invented hundreds of
years ago by the unprincipled ministers
of extravagant kings, who tried to make
the revenue spin o6ut by coining bad
These very clever men saw
that what appeared to be money could
be made by throwing good money into
the melting pot and mixing with
quantity of  base
The new metal thus made
called
by the old names, and the people were|, - 2 ;
required to take them! as if they were ing to do. What is the meaning of this
Z())T‘SZTZ? tohfe g:;il:“:f;;nb?;{’ s;gg:]?;' policy that they believed in themselves
those dark ages, because they were asked
to give a shilling’s worth of goods for six-

1 -
ate creattor tore b hair and goahed | WoUld they mot proudly proclaim it
his teeth when he found that his govern- from.a lundred piatierns and through

p g ., |the press? Would they not demand the
ment compelled him to accept ten shil- P y
lings’ worth of silver from the debtor
who owed him a pound in good money.

This is not an election story invented
by rascally “‘gold-bugs’’ to set the people
of the United States against the patriots
and the economists who tell them that
good times will never come again and
that the country will never prosper .un-
ot 1;?:; liﬁ?:ﬁ:ﬁfm°°§pfffiﬁf 2 fale ment is an enthusiastic and intelligent
and making that fifty-cent dollar a legal majority In the country whothave un-

ravorable to the debtor
s s the creditor, and have
sometimes v _.,qyced g greater and a more
universal * o olution in the fortunes of pri-
vaLe PET gous than could have been occa-
8101 4 by.a very great public calamity.

'We have taken the liberty to italicise
& few words of the above passage. The
American economists, it is true, do not
propose to meake the good money
spin out by mixing it with an
equal or mnearly equal weight of
base metal, but they intend to do what
amounts to the same thing, which is to
force the people to take pure metal at
twice its intrinsic value.

When a dishonest and a profligate
king commits such a fraud as this on
his subjects it is called ‘‘ oppression and
tyranny”’ and good Republicans thank
Heaven that no tyrant has the power to
rob them in this barefaced way. And
they have good reason for their thank-
fulness. But what are we to say to the
men who are doing their very best to
persuade the *SOVEREIGN PEOPLE’ to
cheat themselves in precisely the same
manner, gnd by their own act to bring
upon themselves the evils that are cer-
tain to follow vitiation of the currency;

and ruinous t-

ent which causes a quiet and scholarly | and what are we to think of the ‘“sov-
gentleman to abandon his ordinary|EREIGN PEOPLE” who would follow the
pursuits and enter a political con-|bad advice of their self-constituted ad-
flict with such zeal and such earnest-|visers under the impression that by do-
ness. It is quite evident that Mr.|ing so they are going to make them-
Neither | selves rich and prosperous?

he nor Harper’s Weekly has taken
fright at a trifie. The peril in which the
country stands is real, and it is near.
The men of the new Democracy boast
that their numbers are increasing every
day ; that the recruits are from all the
parties and from masses of nen who are
attached to no party. It must not be
forgotten that the struggle inthe United
States affects Canada to a considerable
extent. We are too near that country
and too closely connected with it in
every way to view the serious social
struggle that has begun in 1t, with in-
difference. The triumph of Populism
and Anarchy in the States means a

IS IT STRONG?

A great deal is said about the strong
Government with which this country is
at present favored. Is Mr. Laurier’s
Government strong? There are in it no
fewer than five ex-premiers. But there
is nothing to lead the political student to
conclude that past provincial premiers
are sure to make good heads of depart-
ments or capable advisers of the Gover-
nor General. What is needed to make
a strong Government is a strong Pre-
mier in the first place. Is Mr. Laurier
a strong man? He has as yet given no
evidence of possessing: the strength
which a First Minister to be success-
ful must have. Another essential
to a strong Government is a
pronounced, a  well - defined and
a popular policy. The
Government has mno policy, good
bad or indifferent. No one knowg what
the Government’s policyis to be. The
people are waiting with all the pa-
tience they possess for the announce-
ment of the Government’s policy. The
ministers are going to the country for re-
election and not one word has been gaid
or is going to be said, as far as we can
learn, as to what is to be its policy. The
ministers are as mute as mice as to
what are the intentions of the Govern-
ment. Even Sir Richard Cartwright,
plucky as he is known to be, has not
ventured to tell the country what the
Government to which he belongs is go-

silence? If the Government had a

and that they knew would be acceptable
to the country, would they maintain a
silence which has become ominous?

return of the ministers on the strength
of their policy? Mr. Laurier issued no
address previous to the election, and it
seems that he is even now afraid to make
aclear and definite statement of his
views and intentions. Are the min-
isters going to sneak silently into their
places in the Government?

A third essential to a strong Govern-

bounded faith in the policy of the Gov-
ernment and in the ability of its mem-
bers to carry it out. Where is there any

ed or by whom; it is serious history, y
written by men ages before the word i, 55 .

- : : ? ith-
‘““gold-bug ”” was invented. Here is an ha: sucl;)a m:))or;y at 1tébacl?. Wlth.
extract from a book in high repute ou .suc ?;) acf ”t]g . GipvaEment I
among learned men of all countries. It|°' v, member ol it was a past premier,

indication that the Laurier Governmment

would be weak. The Laurier Govern-
ment has not a strong leader, a well de-
fined and a popular policy, or a strong
backing in the country. Without these
it is sheer folly to talk about the new
Government being strong.

SOLEMN HUMBUG.

One of the first acts that the new
Premier of Ontario, Mr. Hardy, was re-
quired to do was to receive a deputation
of prohibitionists. The politician of the
day, whether he is Liberal or Tory,
looks upon the prohibitionist as some-
thing a great deal more troublesome and
more dangerous than a bore. He knows

each has been very different, for in every | that it is not possible to do anything for

him, but he dare not tell him so in plain
terms. He must be serious when he

Awarded
ilighest Honors—Weornid’s Fair.
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talks to prohibitionists, he must pre-
tend to take an interest in the cause
they advocate. he cannot afford to offend
them. He is consequently most courteous
to them, listens with all the patience
he is master of to what they have to say,
and when he replies to them says very
little in a great many words and com-
mits himself to nothing.

Premier Hardy, whea he was inter-
viewed by Senator Vidal, Mayor Flem-
ing, Dr. McKay, Dr. Maclaren, many
prominent clergymen, and not a few
ladies, did precisely what might have
been expected of him. He spoke them
fair but he promised them nothing. Sen-
ator Vidal wanted to know, now that
the decision of the Privy Council had
been published, whether Mr. Hardy and
his Government were prepared to per-
form the promises made by Sir Oliver
Mowat, provided the decision of the
Privy Council justified action. The Rev.
Dr. McKay talked in the same strain,
and Dr. Maclaren declared that the dep-
utation came with confidence to ask for
the fulfilment of the pledge given by
Sir Oliver Mowat.

Premier Hardy was equal to the situ-
ation. He talked and talked. He pro-
fessed great interest in the cause of tem-

|ance government; it believed in
temperance reform and would take no
step backward, but would go as far for-
ward and as rapidly forward’—and o
on and so on. To the direct question
put by Rev. Dr. McKay, whether the
Government were prepared to enact a
law similar to that in force in Nova
Scotia, by which it was made illegal to
gell liquor for consumption on the
premises, Mr. Hardy said he was not
prepared with an answer as the matter
had not been fully considered.

The Hon. G. W. Ross spoke in the
same strain. He said a good deal that
was no doubt very pleasant to listen to,
but if there was an earnest prohibition-
ist in the audience he must have been
disgusted with the hollowness of the
whole business. The irreverent Specta-
tor, of Hamilton, alludes to the inter-
view as a ‘‘roaring farce.”” The Spec-
tator is wrong. The interview was not
a farce. There is fun in a farce.

THE OMINECA COUNTRY.
To THE EDITOR :—In my letter of the
21st inst., re the Omineca country, Mr.
Clarihue desires me to say that he has
made no statements concerning this dis-
trict. I was informed by a prominent

perance, and he buttered up its advo-
cates. *‘ There always had been doubtsas
to the extent of the jurisdiction of the
Provincial legislature in the matter, and
the decision of the Privy Council had
not resolved those doubts. The deputa-
tion had given him more credit than he
deserved when they assumed that he
had had time to thoroughly analyse and
digest the decision of the Privy Council,
Since the decision had been received the
Government had been talking of some
license legislation, but the matter had

official of the Omineca Consolidated
Hydraulic Company, Limited, that Mr.
Clarihue had spoken very highly of the
locality. J. T. BETHUNE.

HEAVY RAINS.
ParkesBurGg, Va., July 23.—Heavy
rains throughout West Virginia caused
damage to the extent of $100,000.

Think it Over.
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