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THE ESQUIMALT GRAVING DOCK.

The Olympian was floated out of the
graving dock at Esquimalt yesterday at
ten o’clock, completely cleaned and reno-
vated. The Olympian is a large paddle
wheel steamer with wide guards. It was
said that the dock was not wide enough to
let her in, and all sorts of objections were
raised to her being docked there by timid
people who really knew nothing about the
capacity of the dock. But she was floated
in without the slightest trouble, and after
being properly blocked it was' found that
the dock afforded her all the accommoda-
tion she required. Her guards being so
wide in comparison to the size of her hull
was certainly an inconvenience. But it
was an inconvenience that was easily got
over, for all that had to be done was to
block her well up and ‘there was ample
room for her. If she had been-a larger
vessel her guards would have been
se high that even without extra
blocking her deck would have
been wide enough to give all the room she
wanted. 1t sounds paradoxical, but it is
nevertheless true, that if the Olympian
had been a much larger vessel she could
have been more easily: accommodated.
Large side-wheel steamers are now never
built, except for river navigation. But
by taking off a section of one of the
wheels the largest of [them can be made
easily to enter the Esquimalt graving
dock. Screw steamers, such as the
Islander, even if their capacity is very
much greater, have no difficulty in being
docked at Esquimalt. © We muy say, in
passing, that the Esquimalt graving dock
is quite large enough to accommodate any
ship on the Pacific, and when the time
comes when ‘the largest steamships are
put on Pacitic routes the dock can be
made to suit them with comparatively
little expense or loss of time. The ground
out of which the dock is excavated is so
prepared that fifty, or even one hundred
feet, can be added to its length with little
expense, and but the slightest disturbance
of itsordinaryoperation. Considering what
had to be done to the Olympian, she
was made fit for sea in a wonderfully
short space of time. Her bottom was
very foul indeed. There were scraped
from it as many as thirteen tons of bar-
nacles and musgels. Some of the mus-
sels had grown quite large. The work
could not have been done so speedily if
the dock did not afford the workmen
facilities for continuing their labor day and
night. The dock is well lighted. There
are twenty-eight electric lights ranged
along each side of it, and attached to each
post are a number of sn:aller lights, which
the workmen can carry to any part of the
ship that needs local illumination. These
lights, in fact, for the purpose of cleaning
and repairing a ship, turn night into day.
Then the dock is ainply supplied with
fresh water. Without leaving it a vessel
can not only fill her boilers, but can sup-
ply herself with all the water she needs
for a long voyage, and that too at a very
low price. The dock tariff is exceeding-

ly low, and labor can be had at Esquimalt |

at as cheap a rate, at the  very
least, as it can be had in any port
of the Pacific coast. It is calculated that
the expense of the Olympian at Esqui-
malt would be, everything taken intocon-
sideration, not a fourth of what they
would have been if the work had been
done at San Francisco. This is a matter
well worthy the consideration of ship
owners of the Pacific coast. When they
know that the largest ship afloat on the
Pacific can undergo the repairs:she needs
in the Esquimalt graving dock for less
than half the money it would take to do
the same work anywhere@lse on the coast,
they will no doubt; gee:it to their interest,
when it is.at all ‘possible, to have their
vessels overhauled in.that dock. [Besides
the harbor of Esquimalt is easy of ap-
proach, and when entered is one of the
best in the world. Interested parties,
and those who know little or nothing
about it, have been in.the habit of mis-
representing the Esquimalt graving dock.
They have asserted that its capacityis
much less than it is, and they have sup-
pressed the truth with regard to the ad-
vantages it possesses. This policy may
have prevented some from using the dock
who could have done so profitably. But it
cannot always be successful. All that
is required in order that the shipping of
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THE QUEENSLAND DIFFICULTY.

The protest made by the public men of

papers; both of Great -Britain- and . the
colonies. The stand taken by the Home

lonial governors 1s a prerogafive of &

Crown with which the colonies have noth-
ing to do cannot, it appears, be. main-
tained. ' If any colony objects to the per-
son appointed as governor as forcibly as
the people of Queensland objected to Sir
Henry Blake, his being placed at the head

- | Sir Henry A. Blake to the position of

0y otk S :
| government respecting their cot

are o

bserved

subject of much discussion in the news- | isti

Lionpon, Dec. 17.—In the commons to-

after a long debate on Soudan mat-
ters, precipitated by Lord  Randolph
Churchill, Labouchere moved that a re-
‘duction of £1,000 be made in the salary
of the minister at Washington. He then

of its government might lead to unpl
sant cr The people of Canad
for instance, are as loyal subjects of the
Queen aa there'are in the Empire, but if a
Governor-General should be appointed
in her name of whom 'a con-
siderable. proportion of the popu-
lation  of the ecountry disapproved,
would it be wise from any point of view
to send him here? Would not persistence
on the part of the Home Government in
adhering to their appointment be one of
those things which are lawful but, which
are not expedient ? The will of the people
goes for a great deal in these days and
the people are becoming 80 used to being
deferred to that they do not take it kind-
ly or even patiently when a Government
contravenes their well-understood wishes.
The difficulty is one that has not yet oc-
curred in Canada, but it is one that can
easily be imagined. Would it not be well,
théa, for the Imperial Government to
take some means of finding out whether
the person whom they proposed to appoint
as governor would be ucceptable to. the
people ? This could very easily be done
without any loss of - dignity or of real
power on the part of the Imperial Govern-
ment. We imagine that this is all that
Queensland and the other Austra-
lian colonies require. - Sir Henry Blake
rather than make his appointment a cause
of disagreement between Queensland and
the Mother Country, resigned. This was
the proper thing for him to do. If he held
on to the office, and had the Govérnment
sent him out to Queensland the relations
between the Colonial Office and the colony
would have been greatly strained, and in
all probability Sir Henry would not have
found Quensland a very pleasant place of
residence. It is well, therefore, all things
considered, that the matter ended as it
did. © Hereafter the Home Government
will, we think, take some pains to find
out whether the gentleman whom they
propese to appoint as governor .of any
particular colony is acceptable to its in-
habitants. It seems to us at this distance
that the matter wasnot, from a Queens-
lander’s point of view, worth makingsuch
a fuss about. Under responsible govern-
ment it matters very little what a govern-
or’s private opinions are on political sub-
jects.  His ministers save him the trouble
forming the policy of the administration
and of directing the public affrirs.
[t is important that he should be
a pleasant-mannered gentleman who can
perform his social duties gracefully and
acceptably.  As the head of society he
and his wife may have a good .deal of in-
flucnce, but as a statesman he must allow
others to do the thinking for him. Whe-
ther Sir Henry Blake or Sir Henry Nor-
man was appointed Governor would, as
the government of the colony was con-
cerned, be a matter of perfect indifference
to the inhabitants of the colony. A very
few, comparatively, would feel the social
influenoes whether they were good, bad
wor indifferent, flowing from,Government
House. The truth seems to be that Sir
Henry Blake's rejection was .brought
about by causes which do not appear
very plainly on the surface and about
which very little has been said.
PO T TP TE

EDITORIAL COMMENTS.

ONE of the questions that are engaging
the attention of the public in the province
of Quebec is, When does an insurance
policy expire ? On this point an action
brought by the Montreal Herald Com-
pany against the Northern Assurance
Company hangs. The Herald insured thé
building containing its offices with that
company to the extent of $3,000. The
building was burned down. The com-
pany applied for the insurance and the
Northern Assurance refused the applica-
tion. Its grounds of refusal aré mainly
two: First, because the policy was re-
newed from August 26, 1886, to August
26, 1887, “‘both days inclusive,” and the
company contends that the policy expired
at noon on the latter date. The fire took
place on the evening of that day, and the
uewspaper company holds that the  policy
held good until midnight. ~ The other ob-
jection made by the insurance company is
that the paper’s loss was fully covered
by insurance money paid by other com-
panies.
Earthquake Shock.

Trov,N.Y., Dec. 19.—Reports received
in this city from points in Washington
and Warren counties, say that a shock of
earthquake was felt this morning a few
minutes l)efgr}:,l u.xh ]:'clock.‘ 'dBuildings
were ake
rattled and othar manifeetations of neis
mitic disturbance felt. The "vibration

the Northern Pacific mgy reap all the ad-
=

lasted for about five seconds. ‘As far as
can be learned no damage was done.

ed Lord Salisbury for the delay in
appointing a sucoessor to. Lord Sackville
and for his unfriendly attitude toward
America. SirJames Ferguson said it was
impossible to enter fully into the matter
now, because it was only within the last
two days that the government been
laced in possession of the reasons for
g.ord Sackville’s receiving his passport.
He denied that there was a disposition™to
sneer at America, and said he believed
the sympathy and friendship of the two
nations too great to be affected by this
incident., There was no declaration of an
intention to delay an appointment. = Sir
Wm. Vernon dmourt was pleased to
hear this, and'urged that a successor be
immediately appointed.

Canada Blamed.

Loxpox, Dec, 17.—In the house .of
commons to-night, Mr. Gourley raised the
question of the fisheries on the diplomatic
vote and blamed Canada for her unfriend-
ly attitude throughout the dispute. Sir
James Ferguson, on behalf of the govern-
ment, denied that Canada is to blame.
He remarked upon the absence of disputes
last season owing to Canada’s.conciliatory
proposal.

Axworthy Agrees to Settle.
‘LoxpoN, Dec. 19.—On the hearing to-
day in the court of queen’s bench of three
suits brought against Thomas Axworthy,
the defaulting -ex-city treasurer of Cleve-
laud, Ohio, defendant agreed to pay
over the sum of $16,000 and to surrender
his property in America in order to settle
the actions. The court sanctioned this
arrangement.

: The Freedom of the City.
Loxpon, Dec.: 19. —John Dillon, in
thanking the authorities of the city of

dom of the city upon him, said he valued
the honor more highly than the address
he had recently received from his fellow
members in the commons.
Gladstone Starts for Etaly.

Lo#pon, Dec. 19.—Mr. Gladstone start-
ed for Italy this morning. His arrival
at Dover was greeted by thousands of his
admirers, who cheered him enthusiasti-
cally. -The channel is rough and a heavy
fog prevails.

Tax on Foreign Goods.

LonpoN, Dec. 19.—The Manchester
chamber of commerce by an overwhelming
majority, has passed a resolution holding
that all foreign goods similar to those pro-
duced in England should pay the same
portion of imperial and local taxation
which they would have paid had they been
manufactured by Great Britain.

A Cruel Despot.

ZanziBar, Dec. 19.—By the sultan’s
order, four natives charged with murder,
have been decapitated in a horrible and
bloody manner in the streets, and their
mutilated bodies exposed. The sultan
has ordered that twenty-four life prison-
ers, one of whom is a woman, be similarly
executed during the next week. They
will not be killed at once, but a few each
day. The English consul has protested
against the proceedings of the sultan, but
his efforts were without avail. The sul-
tan announces that in future she will be
guided by the Mohammedan law only in
administering justice.

A Three Years War.

ZaNz18AR, Dec. 19.—While the war-
riors of the Masai settlement were absent
on a hunting trip, a party from a Russa
tribe raided the settlement. They mas-
sacred all the old people and children,
and seized the concubines and cattle,
carrying them off. The Masais have com-
menced war upon the Russas, which will
probably last three years.

A Leng and Hard-Fought Rattle.
Avuckranp, New Zealand, Dec. 19.—
Latest advices from Samoa state that King
Mataafa’s forces have fought a long and
hard battle with the followers of Tomas-
esaat and have captured sflarge portion of
the town of Atna. One hundred were
killed and many wounded.
An East Indian Tribal Raid.
Carcurra, Dec. 19.—The tribes of the
Chittagong hill tracts of Bengal have
made a raid on the inhabitants of the
lowlands and killed several people. An
expedition has been started in pursuit of
the marauders to puvish them.

No Ememy in Sight.

SuagIN, Dec. 19. — Four miles of
country were patrolled by cavalry to-day,
but no Arabs were seen. It was, however,

enemy had repaired the damage done to
their earthworks by the firing of yester-
ay.

A Sweet Young Duchess.

LonpoN, Dec. 19.—The Duke of New-
castle will shortly marry Honorable Miss
Candy, daughter of Major Candy.

The Attark on the Arabs.

LonpoN, Dec. 19, —Telegrams from
Suakin indicate that General Granfell will
continue his reconnaisances for the pur-
pose of determining the strength of the
enemy until he has become perfectly sure
of his ground. This policy, it is believed,
will delay his attack on the Arabs until
the end of the week.

The German Club Closed.
Lonpox, Dec. 19.—The Times' special
dispatch from Zanzibar confirms the state-
ment that the German club there will be

closed, and reiterates predictions of seri-

Waterford to-day for conferring the free- |

discovered that during last night the’

bate on the

_Pagis, Dec. 19,—In_the senate 5
M. Challemet Lacour, in the course of the

| debate on the budget, said that the pres-
2 | ent was not the time to consider. thefin-

_Zner?:g?a'ihe 1

sdthe system pursued in the
schools, .which, he declared,. struck at the
root of the traditional principle of paren-
tal control. He attributed the existing
evils to radicalism, and said that France,
which had abandoned the most glorious
of monarchies, was about to fall at the
feet of the least of men. He appealed to
the right to join the left in saving . the
country. It was the duty of the cabinet
to check the movement toward the abyss,
but if instead of doing sa the
cabinet was doing all’ it . could
to hasten it, it was time to return toa
policy of good sense. . The speech ted

‘|two men there at the time that the affair

and it was merely because there w
was not more serious. -

__ Impertant Formality Overlooked.
The' News- Advertiser says,

in the Customs, and there was some agita-
tion among her owners when the fact was
discovered. . As the omission was an over-
sight and not intentional, in all proba-
bilty no action will be taken to enforce
the usual penalty.

A
- The Dry Dack.

1t is stated that in conseq of the

satisfactory manner in which the steamer

Olympian was docked at Esquimalt and

the great. saving effected in having the ves-

a great sensation, the chamber rifling
en masse, and cheering the speaker at its
conclusion. M. Floguet remarked that
the speech of M. Challemet Lacour might
be analyzed as an act of repentance, and-
an act of good faith. M. Lacour had
urged France to look to the right for sal-
vation. Several senators  protested
against this remark. =M. Floquet, con-
tinuing, said he had not solicited . the
power which had been imposed upon him.
During the time he had been in office he
had tried to concentrate the parties of
the left. The policy of the cabinet had been
both wise and republican. In forming the
cabinet he had introduced the proposal to
re-establish single member constituencies
in order to be able to continue the strug-
gle. At this point M. Floquet suddenly
left the tribunal amid murmurs of  aston-
ishment. M. Leon Say expressed his re-
gret that M. Floquet’s reply . to M. Chal-
lemet Lacour had not risen to. tho occa-
sion, M. Say’s remarks created great
uproar. M. Tolain defended the policy of
the minister. M. Floquet announced that
if necessary he would introduce new legis-
lation to combat the danger of Boulang-
ism, The senate adjourned amid great
agitation.

CAPITAL NOTES.

Hugh Sutherland Sanguine of the Com-
pletion of the H. B. Railway.

————

Major Mayne in Trouble with the Militia Auth-
orities—Forbes, the Artist, Painting a Por-
trait of Sir John—Tons ‘of Turkeys for the
Christmas Trade—Judgment in the Mineral
Case in Kebruary.

gl

{From Our Own Correspondent.)

Orrawa, Ont., Dee. 19.—Hugh Suther-
land, who is here pushing matters in con-
nection with the Hudson Bay railway,
says he is sanguine the road will yet be
completed. -

Major Mayne, professor of the military
college at Kingston is in trouble with the
authorities for characterizing the present
militia system as inefficient, incapable,
and inedaquate. General Middleton says
the rules and discipline forbid the use of
language of that kind. Policy requires
that suggestions be made in a proper way
through the proper channel. Mayne has
been asked for an explanation of his re-
marks.

Forbes, the artist, is at work on a por-
trait of Sir John, to be presented to him
by his Ontario admirers.

Two hundred tons of turkeys will be
shipped from Ottawa district to Beston
for the Christmas trade.

The department of justice has been ad-
vised that judgment in the minerals case
will be given in February.
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A PECULIAR BY-LAW.

To THE EpiTor :—I think it is in the
public interest that I should say a word
through the medium of your paper, as to
the working of the by-law respecting th.
erection of wooden buildings within the
fire limits of this city, and for the infrac-
tion of which I was fined $50 on Wednes-
day last. I must first say that Iama
firm believer in any law that will tend to
discourage_wooden buildings being erected
in the city, or that will assist in d-molish-
ing a lot of old unsightly rookeries that
now encumber some of our streets; but
any such laws should be framed so as to

-{apply equally as well to one owner as to

another.

Let us see how the act now works.” As
it reads at present the owner of a wooden
building cannot make additions or altera-
tions of any kind to the building, but he
can make repairs. Now the act is evi-
dently framed for the purpose of doing
away with wooden structures as soon as
possible, so that brick ones may take their
place. A man owning a miserable shanty
can make repairs up to a certain percent-
age of the value of the shanty. He can
put a new roof on, then wait a few
months, put a new floor in, wait a few
months - longer, then put a new side
in, and so on, till the repairs he has
made really rejuvenate the -old place
so that it will last for years, whereas
if left alone it would have had to be taken
down, or have tumbled down. Buf take
a case like my own, of a man owni
good, substantial, and nearly new wooden
building. If he makes an alteration, as I
did, by putting in a few windows which
do not improve the lasting qualities of the
building, and do not make the building
any more dangerous, he ‘is liable te be
fined $60. This, to my mind, is certainly
not in accordance with the spirit of the
Act, and the sooner the law is amended
the better for all parties concerned. If it
is amended so that no repairs are al-
lowed, the owners of such property will
soon findit is to their owninterests to tear
down the wooden buildings and erect
good substantial brick blocks in their
place, thus benefiting the city as well as
themselves. Apologizing for trespassing
so much on your space, 1 im., yours truly,

OR.

Victoria, Dec. 20th, 1888.
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New AvromMN Dress (Goops — Just

received-—An excellent choice, at the
Crry Housz. *

‘| cure it there, it would

sel d here instead of at SanFrancisco,
the O. R. & N. Co. will liberally patron-
ize the dry dock i the future. The T.J.
Potter is to be brought here from the Col-
umbia river and caulked: and coppered,
and the Alaskan will also be brought to
this port to undergo a cleaning process in
the dock similar to that received by the
Olympian.
Sl
* The Morning Courfer,”

‘The first number of the Nanaimo
Morning Courjer came to hand yesterday.
The initial number gives a history of the
¢ Black Diamond ” city from its early
days to the present time, and. starts out
on its career with the expressed inten-
tion of devoting its energies to develo|
ing the resources of both city and dis-
trict. It has a liberal support in the
shape of local advertisements, is neat. in
appearance, and there is no reason why
its proprietors should not make it the suc-
cess of which the first number gives
promise. Nanaimo can now boast of two
daily papers.

e s
A Cruel Practice.

It is stated that poulterers and others
who deal in turkeys, geese, ete., during
the Christmas season, have been in the
habit of cramming the birds with foed for
some weeks prior to killing, in order to
give the fowl a plump appearance. The
food is forced down the throat in a man-
ner which cannot but inflict much suffer-
ing on every bird thus - treated. The
Society for ths Prevention of Cruelty:to
Animals have this matter uuderoonsi!‘en—
tion now, and should any case of such.in-
human practice be brought to their notice
this season, will doubtless prosecute the

offender.
LG

@bituary.

The death of Sir William Pearce, the
eminent shipbuilder, is announced. The
Parthia, Abyssinia and Batavis, now
ranning between Vancouver and China,
were owned by the ‘deceased gentleman,
having been built by him originally for
the Cunard Company and taken back after-

more recent vessels built by him for that
company. Sir William Pearce was one of
the gzronuts created by Her Majesty last
year in commemoration of her jubilee.
He was a conservative in politics, and at
the time of his death represented the
Govan division in the House of Com-
mons. Sir William Pearce was never
married.

g
Tho Fire Limits.

The imposition of a fine on Mr. E. G.
Prior for placing windows in a building
after obtaining permission to do so, is
a unique incident. It would seem that
the council have power to pass laws, but
have not the power to wink at them, and
must see that they are observed. Asother
parties have been granted permits, it is
presumed they will also be summoned.
The fire limits bylaw is a good one and
should not be deviated from. Allshould
be treated alike. 1In Mr. Prior’s case,
however, the graceful thing for the - coun-
cil to do would be to remit the amount of
the fine, as i1t waa by their permission he
transgressed the law. It is said the cor-
poration has broken its own bylaw by
erecting a wooden building within the fire
limits.

TS S
A Brutal Assault.

Last evening on Johnson street a
drunken man approached a stranger and
after some advances on the part of the
former he struck the stranger in the face.
The assailant was promptly knocked down.
A little later the drunk attacked another
man, striking him al:o in the. face. - He
was again knocked down. Picking him-
self up he staggered up the street and
when within a foot or two of the man he
had last attacked, he suddenly kicked him
in the stomach, evidently seriously injur-
ing him, for the bloed spurted
from his mouth. The  police
were  telephoned for, but  the
injured man could not be found. It is
trusted that he will come forward to-day,
because his assailant is known, and the
authorities desire to prosecute him. On
several occasions he has been before the
court on serious charges, but heretofore
has been leniently dealt with. Rowdyism
should be put down with g high hand.

VRN B
A Coal Scow Adrift.

On Tuesday night about 11 o'clock, the

watchman on the C. P. N. Co.’s wharf ob-

a | served a large coal scow, which had evi-

dently broken adrift from the upper end
of the harbor, passing the eompm{‘s
wharf and drifting out to sea rapidly with
the tide. The watchman procured a boat
and ropes and put off to the scow, which
he found to contain from 12 to 20 tons of
slack coal. Having made fast a rope to
the wanderer, he returned ashore, and,
unaided, commenced the task of hauling
the unwieldy vessel into the slip at the
wharf.” The job was more difficult than
he had anticipated, but he got the scow
safely moored at last, and it was returned
to the owner yesterday. The watchman
inly deserves some substantial recog-
nition of his services by the owner of the
coal scow, for if he had .not taken the
trouble to haul the unwieldy specimen of
marine architecture to the wharf and se-
certainly have been
lost with the coal on board, as if it failed
to drift out into the Straits, it would in
all probability have gone on the rocks
somewhere near the entrance of the har-

.

.

The schooner Venture left Vanouver |
mmmmm?mﬁgmi ;

wards in part payment for some of the | ri

and that Mrs. Cuthbert,
her brother, will Ieave
she. is suficiently

be given.

er was ving a very ta @ bereaved wifewill have th th
formality was overlooked, that of clearing | of all in her i ve the sympathy

A DISGRACEFUL ROW.

Two Hack Drivers Engage in a Brutal Fight
on Government Street.

A most di ful incident occurred in
front of the Nickle Plate saloon yesterday
afternoon at 2 o'clock. Two iymckmen,
between whom it is said a grudge has ex-
isted for some time past, first indulged in
obscene language, and then came to
blows, the smaller of the two punishing
his opponent in a  frightful manner.
Blood streamed frow: cuts .over his face
and neok, and he presented a disgusting
sight. Even whén he had-turned from
his assailant the latter continued to as-
sault him, and only desisted when sepa-
rated by another hackman. No police
man was in sight when the affair occur
red, but it is l:::lted that t;;: parties wil
appear in police court in the morning to
answer to the charge of using filthy
language and fighting in the streets.

It is a eonstant ocomplaint from ladies
and others that hackmen and gamblers
congregate near the toftice crossing,
blocking up the walk, using indecent
language, and ogling passers-by. The
greater number of  hack drivers
are  respeotable . ‘men,  but there
are some in  the business who
never should be permitted to drive. They
comprise the lowest class in society, and
are not fit to drive a scavenger’s cart, but
are allowed to stand on the principal
thoroughfares as licensed drivers and so-
licit custom from respectable people.
More discretion should be used by the
authorities in granting licenses, and by
owners of hacks in selecting drivers. The
public should be protected in some way.

The practice of congregating on  the
sidewalk should not.be tolemo:_g. Itisa
hindrance to traffic, an offence to pedes-
trians, and through the indecent language
and actions of some all the hackmen are
brought into disrepute. For the protec-
tion.of the hack drivers themselves the
law:should be strictly enforeed.

TOWN TOPICS TERSELY TOLD.

Loeal and G 1 Happenings Gathered uj
and Presented in Readable Shave.

The Cedar Hill school examination
takes place on Friday morning, commenc-
ing at.10 o'clock,

r. Jas. Hutcheson has in his garden
on Church Hill strawberry vines in flower,
some of the fruit fully ripe and partly

p;(eurs VanVolkenburg & Co. received
by the mainland boat yesterday afternoon,
132 head of fine fat cattle for Christmas
beef. :

In the provincial court yesterday an
Indian was fined $60, or imprisonment
for three months, for being in possession
of an intoxicant on the reserve.

Robert Carey, a Kanaka, died a few days

the mainland, and was yery much thought
of. He wasa couper by trade.

The walls of David Spencer’s new brick
building, on Broad street, are rising
rapidly, and it is expected that the build-
ing will be ready for occupation in about
four weeks.

The thauks of this office go forth to Mr.
H., L. Salmon for a box of choice Havan-
nas laid on our table yesterday, and which
will be smoked with due ceremony and
kind remembraxuces of the donor.

The case of Regina versus Cooper, for
assaglt with intent to do grievous bodily
harm, came up for trial at Westminster

fore Judge McCreight.

ted all day and at the

conclusion his lordship reserved judgment.
Mr. 8palding acted as Crown prosecutor
aud Mr. Jenns appeared for the prisoner.

The Comus club gave their second
assembly of the seasun last eveuing in
Harmony Hall,. About fifty couples
were in attendance and made the hours
fiy merrily away, a delicate lunch being
served at midnight by Mr. Auderson, of
the nce.

The city fathers argued andjtalked, and
discussed and debated on each and every
subject in their usual fashion last even-
ing, until one of them suddenly discover-
ed that the clock had stopped, and a mo-
tion to adjourn was immediately intro-
duced and gaily carried. It is generally
a sign that men are pretty fierce talkers
when they talk enough “‘to stop a clock.”

PERSONAL.

John Taylor, Vancouver, is at the
Clarence.

last night.
Oap_Lhzlellon, Vancouver, arrived down

night.

Arthur L. S8mith, architect of Portland,
Ore., is at the Driard.

«C- D. Rand and wife, Vancouver, ar-
rived down last night and are at the
Driard, ;

John K. Suter, of the Mainland Guard-

ence,
L. B. Hamilton. C. E.. returned from
the east last night.

C. E. Kelly and J. F. Hindley, San
Diego capitalists, are at the Driard.

P. Kerr, merchant, of London and
Singapore. is spending a few days in Vic-

ria.

to

David Ferguson, one of Seattle’s solid
citizens, is in the city for » few days.

W. F. McKay, J. A. Humbrid, Jno.
E. Glover, E. J. Palmer, and W. H.
Phi Wisconsin lumber kings, are at
the The will remain in the city
for several days.

J. H. Bacon and wife, and W. H.
Bacon and wife, of Denver, Col., are at

Children ey for_Fitcher's Gastoria

An old Hudson Bay servant, known as| English
ago at Langley. He was well known on | Ao

F. W. Foster, of Clinton, arrived down | X
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] rs and a numberof hand-
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mie Marrion, Edith Hookway, Frank.
Alfred Bland, nnie Ander m’ Flora
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M el
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lons were by Le Baker,
b John MoNon, B{muﬁ:n. "Ad:
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Axx;t.hnr Morrison A‘:ld Ji -
Revely, ¢ 4

GIRLS' CENTRAL SCHOOL.

Every room’ in the Central school en
Yates street was very prettily decorated
yesterday, to mark the close of school.
The desks were festooned with 'holly,
while the walls and blackboards  were de-
corated with evergreeus, and bunting,
with here and there an appropriste motto,
ueatly framed. =
In the afternoon, the closing exercises
in connection with the girls ool, were
held in the examination hall, among the
visitors present being : Mr. Wilson,
inspector of schools ; Mr. Hayward,
chairman ; and Colonel Wolfenden,
secretary of the school board; Trustee
Heisterman, Revs. John Reid, D.D.,
Archdeacon Scriven, P. McF. Macleod,
Donald Fraser, — Mc Rae, and A. L.
Parker, Mrs. D. R. Harris, Mrs. Lowe,
Mrs. Horton, Mrs. Simpson, Mrs. Hay-
ward, Mrs. Huywood, Mrs. Graut, Mrs.
Ure, Mrs. P. T. Johnson, Mrs. Shotbolt,
Mrs. D. W, Williams, Mrs. Leéiser, Mrs.
Earsman, Mrs, Burkholder, the Misses
Louse aud Edith Richardson, Miss Gor-
man, the Misses Storey, Miss Jessie Cam-
ron, Miss Nelson and Miss Kinsman.

After-a brief review of the class work
the following choice programme of music
and recitations was p ted by the .girls
of the school, in a manner highly credit-
able both to themselves and to their
teachers.

THE PROGRAMME.

School song, “Gliding to Fairy Land;”
recitation, ud Carber; recitation, J.
Cidwell; Shakespearean quotations; Third
Division—Song, ‘‘Christmas Bells;” reci-
tation, M. Eckersley; recitation, M. Un-
derhill; recitation, M. Burkholder; song,
‘‘Christmas all the year round;” recitation,
Miss Watson; Dialogue, First Division,
“Death of the OldYear;” Second Division
—Reading, H.McIntosh; school song,
¢ Hearts and Homes.”

The recitations were all given clearly
and well, and more than one of the little
ladies gives promise of becoming brilliant
elocutionists. =~ The songs were given

P| heartily and cheerfully and with the true

ring of happy youth. Music is rapidly
becoming recegnized as one of the most
important branches of school education,
and it evidently is in no way neglected in
the public schools of Victoria.

THE PRIZES.

On the conclusion of the programme,
the Christmas prizes were presented to
the winners by Rev. Dr. Reid, who accom-
panied each gift with a few words of con-
fmtu]a.t,ion and kindly advice. The fol-
owing are the successful prize winners:—
First Division— H

History, competition betw:
and boys’ school, Miss Hattie M. M
Knglish History, Miss es Black
Grammar, Miss th ] ¥
phy, Miss Agnes Heisterman. Mental
etic, Miss Miriam Frank. General Pro-
ficiency, Florence Shotbolt.
Third Divisi rize for head

vision—Special
of the class, presented by 5
and awarded to Annie Dunkerley. First prize
for deportment, silver medal, presented b:

ameron, and awarded to Alice M&ui
Creech. Sgecial prizes for regular attendance,
pro d by Miss C and awarded to
those pupils who have been present every day
of the present term, and awarded to Mary
Cathcart, Mary May Creech, Annie Clarissa
Calder, Annie Catherine Lakin and Maggie
Rosalama Burkholder. Prize for winner of
spelling match, awarded to Ethel Dunkerley.

Fourth Division—Laura McG: r head, pre-

sented by Mr. Redfern. Martha 'ern, head
of second class, dpresentedb Mr. Henry Brown.
Wri e Underhill, Deona Roberts.
%pe_ling and deportment, Fran

8 ces < Brown,
elly Squires, presented by Mr. Short.

The very pleasant duty of awarding the
prizes having been performed, Mr.
Wilson, inspector of schools, briefly
expressed his regret that Mr. Pope could
not be present in person, owing to sick-
ness in his family, and announced the re-
sult of the recent examinations. The fol-
lowing are the

PROMOTIOMS,

From I. to the High Schiol—Teacher, Miss
Armstrong — Hattie McIntosh, Agnes Jessie
Blackburn, Miriam Frank, Agnes Lauvra Heis-
terman, Mary Elizabeth Johnston, Laura Belle
Munsie, Mary A. Wylde, Edith Isabel Askew,
Elizabeth Nance Banfield, and Mabel Wealthy

H;{nes.

om_II. to I == Teacher. Mrs. Caldwell—

Maua Edwards, Ethel Warlock, Clara Warren,

Lillias Edwards, Catherine 'Merril, Lilian

g"?:ghm}. Ji mlkmelébekl?‘begfnk‘}mi Laura
rp. Jessie Arne ce e, bara

Lenfgsty and Olive Askew.

From III. to II.—Teacher, Miss Cameron—
Annie Dunkerly, Ruth Haddock, Ethel
Dunkerly, Eddith Peddle, Annie Robinso
Annie Caelyon, Annie Lakin, Jessie Dearberg,
m Bewkhvl%lyn Rgiblﬁh:' King, ;Kinns'

e Burkholder, E ie
Bates, t Short and Eslia Powell.
From _IV. to III--Teacher, Miss Barron—
jouss oo s Shacniy, Pt
rown, 0] es Petit,
Steers, Ellen Wi Martin, e
Netherby, Minnie Van Horst, Bessie T,
annilla Gﬂchriatﬁnie Pardoe,Nellie Rudge,
es Bloomfleld, Mabel Nevine, Nellie Squires.
V. to IV.—Te b Ko
rior, Isabelia  Whitelaw,
beth hﬁl]otoher. Annie

ian, New Westminster, is at the Clar-|Al

Dotk Hisasek Herma W lison, Clarence Greod
en,
e e e S
Mr. Wilson, commenting on the list of
promotions, said  that it showed
faithful and hard work on the part of
both scholars and teachers. In regard to
order and discipline, the girls’ school was
one of the best in the province. Anyone
Mhng’tht;i:chpo_l must bestruck immedi-

i i hing ok e
Rev. Donald Fraser, on being asked to

congratulated the former on their appear-
ance, and the
Wun and ant a room as the one
himself directly to the girls of thim\
Rev. Mr. Fraser advised them to use the
Jucation. which v

; | should be studying = their lessons.
tosh. | girls by their good conduct were getting
. | ahead of the boys, whom he hoped would

C g round

a sbep higher,

school and

and others

g0 out into the

tion paturally

1 going to make

L have gained ?”

life was a

the public

the way to

_that a pub-

all that a boy or

become antiquated and

) long time ago when a
eg.flwlion

high school, as well as a

‘public school ‘education.  The speaker
1 was very glad to be able to listen to the

songs and recitations. - They were more
useful, he said, than many would im-
agine,as they developed the conversational
powers, as well as gave the speaker con-
fidence in herself and ability to express
her thoughts fluently. After 'congratu-
lating both teachers and scholars on their

* | very successful and creditable work, Mr.

Fraser fook his seat, as he said, to make
way forthe ‘‘older and wiser men that he
saw in the room.”,

Rev. Dr. Reid remarked, as he took
the platform, that after listening to his
ecessor’s closing remarks, he did not

| P!
expect to be called upon for some time,

if the elders were to be allowed to speak
last of all.  Referring to the comfortable
school room, he pronounced it the best
thing that has yet been given to the pub-
lic in the shape of .a hjl in - connection
with our public schools.i: He would add
to what Mr. Fraser had said in regard to
the school work, that it thoroughly pre-
pared the scholars to understand and ap-
preciate all that is being said and writ-
ten by the great men of theday. He was
glad to see so many happy, smiling faces,
and He hoped that all would enjoy the
holiday season thoroughly, and return,
fully prepared to enter on their studies
with new vigor, at the beginning of the
coming term.

Archdeacon Scriven was the next
speaker. Said he: when you get hold of
a parson and want to get a speech out of
him, it is the custom to provide him with
a text. I amafraid 1 am too much a
slave to this habit of speaking from a text
to get along without one, so I will take
for my text the little school song that was
given a short time ago—* ‘Keep Christmas
all the Year Round.” - He proceeded to
explain that he did not wish to be mis-
understood; he did not advise a diet of
Christmas plum pudding all the year
round, or Christmas holidays all the year
round either. Both holidays and plum
pudding were good things but a little
would go a long way. Christmas always
brings something better than holidays or
plum puddings—it brings cheerfulness
everywhere, good tempers and sunshiny
faces on every side. . What he meaut by
keeping Christmas all the year, was keep-
ing the sunshine and cheerfulness and not
putting them away as soon as
school reopened, not to be produced again
until the next holidays approached. A
smiling face was the greatest charma girl
could pussess. A good temper would
make the most homely face beautiful.
One thing, the reverend gentleman re-
marked, he was sorry to notice Over
on the blackboard, he saw a long list of
names, marked ‘‘Lates.” Some of these
late ones, the record showed, had been
late a gond many times during the month.
A little girl who was sitting by the black-
board was taking just the right way to
reach his heart; she was gently and kindly
trying to rub off the lower names with her
back hair, and her kind action, although
it might make her temporarily gray-
headed before her time, would always
cause him to remember her with affection.
Rev.P.McF. Macleod, in ashort address
contrasted the delightful weather which
is now being enjoyed here with the cold
at Toronto a year ago, when he had the
pleasure of attending the closing exercises
at one of the city schools, and the ther-
mometer dropped below zero. Here we
have warm bright sunshine, not like the
eastern cold, or yet the perpetual rain of
Vancouver. One serious fact in connec-
tion with the examinations this year had
attracted his attention. There appeared
to be 'a decided tendency among the
ladies to take the prizes, whenever an op-
portunity was afforded of competing with
the other sex. The reason for this might
be found in the fact that too many of the
boys were learning to smoke cigarettes,
and run about the streets when they
The

determine in future not to allow the
palm of victory always to remain with the
girls. The government, the speaker went
on to  say, was - deserving of
credit for the good work already accom-
plished in providing a High school. Now
we want a University. ,We want these
girls and boys to go further than they can
even in the good High schooel that has
been previded. It is strange that par-
ents, whose children at their school ex-
aminations prove themselves to be pos-
sessed of grand ability, cannot have themn
properly educated without sending them
thousands of miles away from howe.
What he would like to see and what the
public would like to sce was a university
established._ in this eity, on modern lines,
at which ladies and gentlemen would be
received on equal terms. He thought that
there was a prospect of soon seeing some-
thing done in the matter, and looked for-
ward to the time when Vietoria would be
‘the centre of a magniticent educational
system, possessing a college as satisfactory
in every way as our public schools.

Col. Wolfenden, school board secretary,
and trustee Heisterman, briefly addressed
the school and visitors, expressing pleas-
ure av the satisfactory work done during
the term, and wishing one and all a
Merry Christmas and Happy New Year.

and Parker completed this very import-

ant part of the closing exercises and scho-

lars, teachers and friends .departed wish-

ing each other a happy holiday season.
S 2 e D

CITY POLICKE COURT.

(Before Hon. A. N. Richards.)

E. G. Prior, M.P., was charged with
an infraction of the building by-law, he
having made some alterations to a wooden
building situated on Johnson street.

Sergt. Walker said the alterations con-
sisted in the putting of new windows and
sashes into  a wooden frame building
owned by Mr. Prior.

Mr. Prior said that he had let the
building to Mr. Hodge, and had expressed
his willingness to take thé responsibility
of putting in the windows. Mr. Hodge
uired the windows, being a blacksmith;
haq written to the council about the mat-
ter, and obtained permission to put in
two windows.

The magistrate held that the council
had uo power to grant such permission,
nlthouggotheyhad power to repeal the
by-law. He would therefore be com-

g(l)ledto fine the defendant the sum of

Mr. Prior paid “the fine at once, but
under protest.
An &diau woman was fined $5 for be-

address the scholars and their friends, | ing drunk and incapable.

Allen, charged with being drunk,

ic on having so com- | was sent to prison fer one week.

—_————
MARINE.
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