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p CHAPTER IIIL
: “My- darling,” Sir John began, “I
iave been ill-for more than twenty
. yemrs—ill of the spirit, not of thé
flosh, ad at last it has begun to tefl
gpon me; it will kill me unless I find
.. yelief. I have spoken to mo man or
woman of my early life—of that per-
jod from the time I set foot in Ind;
At} I returned home smoverell " With
{pme, I was called ‘the bravest of the
Brave, but at heart I was the veriest
éar!”
¢ “Oh, no, papa!
dling unpleasant.”
¢ “Silence!” he said, sternly. “I
Know what you are thinking! I know
that Denver, well-meaning as he is, is
a-meddlesome fool. I am in my sane
| dénses, and my only relief is to part-
1‘_ally unbosom myself .to you, Elsic,
tdnd endeavor to discover if I have
 Heen pursued for so long by the curse
of a phantom that has no shape or
x{:eaning. I intend starting with Mark-
! liam for India immediately, and®upon
the result of my discovery there does
. my whole future depend.”
. “But, papa, you are ill,” Elsie cried,
in*terror. “You are unfit for travel.
' B'dt, if you must go, oh, take me with
you!” ;
"Pshaw!” he went on.
: VBT who declares that I am ill. I am
| niépely weak from inanitien. I am.
di‘r'_I'ng because I have been too great
a: coward to face the penalty of one
criel serpent sting of remorse! Listen
te me, darling. Nothing can alter or
shake my determination. I pray to
~Heaven that I may not long be gone;
bat if I never come back
SDon’t—don’t!
~hoprible thing?” e
“Foolish child! I must make pro-
Yigion for all contingehcies. Ships
have gone down, and trains have been
wrecked since they were employed for
the use of man. I repeat that if I
néver return, and you have confirma-
tion: of my death, you are at liberty
to open a packet which I shall leave
in your care—a packet which will
cqontain a eomplete history of that part
of my life which is-a blank-to others;
the story of your sainted mqther. and
the “horrible relation of ome man’s
black ingratitude!™
“Oh, papa, please do not say such
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“That s all'I hve w say at pros—
ent,; darling,” he - replied, = tenderly,
Thouxtbwdmwmbldmud
byme to the work which new engros-
ses my whole soul, and, at all events,
1'shall leave you safe and well provid-
ed for, Lady. Helena Freeman wiil
gladly undertake the responsible
management of my household until
you feel capable of taking the reins
yourself, and but for the knowledge
that my ungrateful nephew, Noel
Campbell, may seek your acquaint-
nncg,vm: unworthy motives, I should
!euvo you without. a qualm of fear.”

“Noel Campbell"’ excla!med Blsie,
“Has he uy pnrucnlnr clulm upon
you, papa?"

“What claim can he luva?" he de-
manded, harshly. “What claim be-
yond that of every poor relation?
Eleie, I detest the fellow, although he
je my only liéing relative.”

“Is he not the son of my - bitterest
enemy? Is he not the son of the sister
vho *wrought me everlasting misery
by her weak and vacillating nature?
Through her I lost the one oblest that
made -life worth ljving, I swore that
I would never forgive her—never
look upon her face again, or that of
any of her offspring. But I have not
beeﬂ altogether merciless. Twenty
yesrs since, when sssured that her
rascally husband was dead, and had
left her penniless; I settled an annuity
upon her of two thuueand pounds. and
it will be paidto ber as long 88 she
Fves, As tor this son “of ‘hers. he
ahall not touch ons shilling of it, after
his mother’s death. I have nmo doubt
tbat he has heen educated at my ex-
pense, but such capital as he is pos-
sested of in that way he must put to
its best commercial value for a liveli-
hood. He has no claim upon me—
none!”

His ‘eyes flashied In the gloom. and
Elsie shuddered, she knew not why.

“Papa,” she said, at length, “I am
glad that you have told me this, and
I hope—oh, how fervently—that in a
short while the tlouds will be dis-
persed by floods of sweetest sunshine.
You cannot think-how unhappy your

.strange iliness has made me. It takes

all thé joyousness out of my life, I
have no inclination for the pleasures
that other girls appear to delight in.
— g4 e A
“There, there!” he smiled, fondly
caressing her shining hair, “It does
not sound - well- for. my darling child
to talk in this doleful strain. You,
The envied:
‘of the loveliest women in the land!
Do you forget your honors? Do you
forget, lttle puss, your train of ad-
mirers?” :
- “I repeat, papa, that I find pleasure
in nothing whife you are unhappy,”
said Elulo. softly, : :

“And ydu :0VE me better than any-y
body else in the wide world?”

§<YOh, yest”

_For a short time there was silence;.

ir John asked, abruptly:
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sald, briefly.
He tore open mmm‘nu

the following, the sear oo bis &i&

growing a flery-red:

Dear Unele:—As you have mm :

wered my last communication, I ence
more repeat that it is imperative that
I see you, if only for a few minutes.
What I have to communicats cannet
be put into writing. For a while try

'to forget the wrongs you have endume|
ed at the hands of my dead father and |-

unhappy mother, and some day I may
be enabled to wipe out the obligation
to you which at present presses hard-
ly upon me.
you within eight or ten days, T shall
venture to call upon you at Blalrwood
Park, and fice your anger, more per-

haps for the sake of my cousin BHisls, |

whom I have never seem, than for
your own. Your nephew,
NOEL CAMPBELL.

“Infamous!” cried Sir John, casting
the letter away from him. “He is no{
content with living upon my charity,
but meditates forcing himself upon
me under some fligisy pretext. His
father was a handsome adventurer—a
namby-pamby jackndpes, who painted
pictures and sang songs to perfection.
A curléd darling;<but not one of fort-
une, and this impudent som i{s doubt-
less ‘his counterpart! T will have Him
thrown from the gates of Blairwood,
by Heaven!”

Elsie was frightened by his vehem-
ence.

“Send Markham to me,” Sir Jhon
continued, ¥and I will instruct hlnf in

what manner Mr. Noel Campbell is to

be received!” -

A grim smile wreathed his stern

lips. i ‘
“Pick up the letter, Elsie, and you

\msy read it if you wish, so that you

may become familiar with the precious
handwriting of your cousin. . Kiss me
good-night,” he added, “and be pte-

pared for a change for the better in'

the morning. Stay, I would like yon
to play for me. Give me 2 baftle poem,
a mad” charge, and a2 tﬂumpm

march, to carry me back to the dm‘

H, Loonor this RED
on tln bagk edge __t every panel

of freedom and glory!”

Elsie delighted to humor her father

in this way, and when she left himi
with the grand music ringing in KiS
ears, he was dreaming of battleflelds,
and the shouts of the wictors floated
through the corridors of time,

He saw a blood-red sunget—a sun-
gset as red as the fleld upon which it
shone, He saw an officer wandering
among the ‘dead and wounded, The
goldier passed before the dying form

of one who had been a comrade in |-

many a well-fought fight. He looked
down upon him with hutrod Hp
spurned him with his “foof, nor heed-
ed the: faint appeal for watery faor
help!

Sir John Sterne covered his eyes
with his hands and groaned. . The, in-
human officer was himself!

Elsie closed the door softly behind
her, and having touched Markham’s
bell, retired to her own apartments to
think, ‘and to read Noel Campbell's
letter,

(To bo_ continued.)
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How an Island Grows.

It is quite possible for an island-to
sink below the surface of the water
in a few hoprs when an earthquake
occurs. But it is not generslly known
that ‘some islands have risen -above
the surface so rapidly that they could
be seen growing,

Islands near a mainland are mostly
merely fragments broken  off. the
coast, but oceanic islands have no di-
rect relationship ~ with * continents.
They appear generally in groups and.
are known as low groups and high
groups. The low groups are the coral
islands, the hl;h groups the volcenic‘
{slands.

The best exa.mple of an hland grow-
ing in a night is one near Santonin,
in the ZUgean Sea. This island appear-
ed at the’ bulnnluc of the elghtuﬁth
century. ‘

One day Santonin showed signs of”
earthquake shocks. The neéxt morning’
the people got very - excited abotit ‘&
wreck, looking black against tln lhin-
ing sea.

Seafaring M ‘went ‘out und wnc
back with the mwm that the “wreck”
was a hige rock, trou the sea
where it had p :
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Genuine Beaver ‘Wall Board is the
flawless building material with over

one hundred uses. Every home, every
fm every tore and factory has

‘places where Beaver Wall

. add new life or make waste s
| p paces

Write for sample and booklet—you will some
day have need of Beaver Wall Board. Find
out now all about it. Send us your name and
address on a postcard or use the coupon. We'll
send you fm a sample and an interesting

The Beaver Company, Limited

Administration Offices:

Thorold, Ont." Buffalo, N.Y.

' Sales Qffices:
Thorold, Ont., and, Winnipeg, Man.

Also Manufacturers of Vulcanite Roofing
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was able to creep to ‘within' about
As I drew nearer
it must suddenly have scented me—
these Drutes have the most acute
sense of smell, but are half blind—
for he got up and began to- circle
round and round and then, getting
wind 'of me, he charged me full tiit.
“I fired,; but the bullet just flicked

off his side and he came blinding on-

and on, and all that I could do was
lie flat on my:face and keep-still, my"
rifle useless against the o,rmor-plm
of his skin.

“Twenty yards, tem, and I could
gee nothing but the black mass bear-
ing down at me, and then with the
speed of a bird he swerved round and
careered off in another direction.
| After an-hour or ‘more he loped away
far enough to let me escape.

"“But the jnnsle does not provide a
tlmll Unry hour of the’ ‘day. There
are dreary’ mdu tasks, It takes
a little time for a ‘woman unused to
it to learn to wash a dress under a
wagon, and to- make® the most of

those baths'in ‘which you just have to |,

1 sit witd your legs over\the edge and.

“::ut tx;u;' mm’:‘;t;“ W
are e by

wiiich Africa sehools her children, al- |

.,‘mhuhemnotalmlsomtle
{in her teaching, umrumoon

t. myf{

leopard cubs -one day.

. mudwwamnhnmuym
' ' mother

nthfactory

yadvod =

re. Rota

Board would

/.

y 43AVY 34

v v

- * Yondon, Ene.

.

London for Africa wherd she . will

lead another woman and four men |

3,000 miles across the Belgian Congo
from Boma to Nairobi to take a few
more sercets from Nature, The mu-
seums of the world\ and the science
of zoology and entomology will bene-
fit from her discoveries.

Why This Retailer
Succeeded.

A merchant who has made a sue-
cess of the retailing business recent-
ly summed up the ten main reasons as
follows:

1. He kept up with the times.

2. He didn’t try to do everything
Rhimself.

3. He took time for exercise and ré-
laxation. ' - . ¢ :

4. He maintained efficiency by de-
veloping able hélp.

6. He did net permlt systom to rus
into red upe

6. He did not pratise’ ohoese.parlnc
economy.

- 7. He did tb.u little thuul worth
?hﬂ!. : %

8. He dmloped his capacity for
large-things by avoiding the pit-falls
of details.

.~ 9. He took i‘requent inventory of |

hmulr ‘and his stock, and last but
lﬂt least—

10. !!e was a renhr and conam-
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