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(Editor's Note:—In nrder
oyance may accrue througk. the pubhca-
:i h of these narratives ‘to H nnain\cl\-
.i therein, other names and places flave
in many instances heen quhsﬂtumd for
the real ohes.y ¥ 2 '

hnt o u.n~

The connection of.the Burps. detec
tive agency with the , exposures: of
bribers and bribe-takers . in various
towns throughout the ‘country ' has
beén so well' oxplolted that it is un-
necessary for me to sav anythinz.
about it here. [ am going to tell “ s
ncmal story of ho“ the r g of ﬁlmce

crpolw in the counml :.;Xxd* :dl.. Sho

had for vears loaled _af olty of-Spring-
vale fipally Were, sun to earth, sent to
prison, or utﬁerwfse réndéred ‘innocu-
ous. 7 4d the political life ‘of the ity
Placxed for.a time, at Igaat.: ¢ .°
Springvale iis- not -the:real nama of
the town. The cate is too recént, and-
there are too many raw thfekds.of it
still haaging about, to permit the use
of the actual name. But :ghpemdiread-|
erg, who have kephk-track :of ‘nibexry:
stories in the newspapers:in the Tast
vear, may be able to guessi whith: of!
our cities it is that I.am: telling ;bqnh
It is a typical case of the exposuze-Qf’
municipal coxréption by outside detec-
tives, ande has been duplicated:in a

the one: that. got: the.
mopey. | Sexeral big wmu fellis

line,. ‘Speeial privilege had: the 2
by the throat; and while the t

was prosperous. in. dneney: mttem R

v.ha;s povertystricked in «gaod ' citizen-
ship. .« ©

A few sterling citizens.: hegsn to-gel
t,!rqd of this- state “of mirs. They
were men -who -helleved! that ‘a ity
shqu!d be: something besides 'a mere
myghine {or the manufecturing of

ernment: ghould ‘think ‘first of the wel

walls. They placed civic spirit above
dollagsy ang’ {¢ them. ‘was due the
cleanisig “in of Sprizgvale.

One of-them was a-judge on the 10-
cal bench who«hgid waged uncomprom-
ising wae-agajnst:-the special interests
shagi-corcuption.: ' He was & the “énly
judge in tewmprwho was not the big}
the temptatiop®iiof big fees offered ¥
Lintenests’ boung ‘gervant. “Bhen there,
"were (two  Jawyess 'who thad resisted
thenyto &urn, crQeked, ghe:banker, one
mipmr hkweaor three mexchants; two
or- tlirep others of variong occupations,.
s.and1 “One M-"mﬂred ca;biuﬂﬁgt, Lihis-
| mah<was thebackbone dand the founda-
tion ‘of the, crusade.” When: ‘this group |

half dezen instamces-in other: citiea—g) lof: publicapirited men: had determineds

my own knowhdge ) oS
Springvale had for years bpen what |
a,_ magazine ~writer once oaled i‘eor:|
rupted -and content.”: It wasig husy
manufactuxing toy,'n.» = It "was prosper-
ous.. That is, there usually was plénty |
of work.to be had.for the working peo:
ple, plenty of busimess for'the mer>
chants, and plenty of:money ‘to: be
handled by the local bamks. « Mest of
this—prosperity wi dye. to:ibe pres:
ence of the fm(;tonea in -the tqvm

These factories were i the: hands of |
a cligue of men who. placed money |

above all things. They would godto
any.length to make mere money—and
one of the-easiest ways for tbem to
make it was to violate the law, usual-
ly. in the form of ignering eity erdj-
nances,

Thuys, there were violations of ‘the
child labor. law, ‘violations of street
ordinances, water egrdinances, building
orginances—in fact, violations of mosi
of the articles in the municipal code
applying to the-regulation-of factories
were to be fommd in. t.haﬁe\ establisb-
ments.

Naturally these \1olauons ecould not
be committed and contmued year
after year, without being* disturbed.
without the conmivance of the local
authorities The mayor, the ccuneil-
man, the chief of police, the building
commissigners, in fact, all the active
heads of. the city government, must
have wipked at the lawlessness of the
factory ,owners, or the lawlessness
would have been stopped.

Natugally, these Meads of the local
government, being dimman, and.-mosk
of them politicians, did' not dgrce to
wink . so .accommodatingly ®olely for
the good of their health. They did it
for what theme was ii it
factories became a fertile source of
corruption; of the city..government of
Springvalc@ When a.factory:needed
the stub end of a street.in its busi-
ness, an ordinance would go through
the couneil ‘without any trouble—Dbe-
cause-the. ways bad-been-well greased
by the factory’s -owmer. I a factory
wanted to tap a ecity water main and
uge city water -withont having it me-
tered, it did it, because the water de-,

Thus, the kmake frignds with-‘anybpdy

dn heir “coursehhe quietly.“deposited
‘100 000 cash ofibig oxwh mogey to be.
used in furtheriig thbe campaign.

il was the getioncof thie-eity counecil.
‘in/pasing an-ordizapcesthat deprived:
‘the cityiof 4 square that had dedn set
mside forcimprovement intor avilittle
park that bronght on the: wam : The
coungil icalmly. fgave thissdract to- a
raifread, com pany 10r use dsgr.switch-
ing yard --Tle stenl wam S0 Taw that
the cmayor, "who, Wg had been on
“tle fence; vetged the ordinance. The

nclhhmed and passed the ordi-
‘nance over his veto. Obviously there
Was onJyJGne answer to this: The Trail-
road colypany had come across with
enough: money to make the council
defy.. alk publm opinion. Tbey had
been bribeds o v

It was then that the decent and
prominent citizens of .ti.e town got: to-
gether and resdlved’:to clean up the
tovn!

1$\WWhat is the best way to £o. about

.22 asked one of them.

“Get after the cofincil,” said the old
judge; grimly. “Prove them guilty of
bribery.~ Send thegy to prison. Break
them up. Throw thé& fear of God so
hard ‘into the city government of this
town that it will be“vears before a
eity official dares. to think of taking a
bribe.”

“That is right,” agreéd the retired
capitalist. “We must schre this town
so it will not forget.”

THS first pmss coqcoctmg this
sca.re, was t.hQ ;;éd,r of iCluffer and
Dawgon of gﬁtecﬁve Agency
“to tdke upi‘a fEmporEry ragidence at
the Imerial hotMe*hﬁding hotel
&in Springyile.” Cluffs was a merry-
logking ].itt‘le lrthman who could:-
in the
world at tén.minntes. notige. Dawson:
was. @ young, fine’dppeating  fellow
who luoimd the part ‘6f a Bigh class
salesnian; or amfgh
pendmg on your point of view. They
“merely registered at the Impefial, and.
commencgdi to spe.n.d money juquus.
ly in the bang anound the city hall.« It
was not long before they began to ats
tract atten,tigm 3

. A8 in every ci,ty "the, hq,uor omnor-

partment was fixed. If a streef car |
Hine. felt that it needed a4 regidence
sir@et in its business, that street it
cot in spite of the protests of prop-
ery owners. The city hall maghinery.
ran smoothly for the benefit of these)
factory barons because they controlled
the oil that made the machinery go.
The whkole towm, naturally, -in ‘time
came o take its moral tone from this
influence. The banks were in on the
deal. The bank that contributed madkt
to the prosperity of the politiclans was,

ing places for: a certain brand of poli-
tigiang—the brand that Clufer: - and |
Dawson were anxiougfo.ameet: Natur-
ally they did not display any of this
| apxiety. ‘After' two or three days of
beiw; good feliows around tomm they
began to make the acquaintance! of
the'’ polit&ciahs who were steady eus-
F tomers of ‘the places where the detec-
tives were: wndiag their -time ‘and
money. At first the politicians Were

lr‘,sxhly apout, m.nkgq,g ,gcwm%n.ces

fare of itsciummofthstu&ure L5
of children grQwing up  within 2| Blook ‘company;’ they -said,

class ggmmer, de-§

lums ngar the city hall wese thevmeet- Bl

i Fstat ey

]

M“Dw Gyl

- whose ocupatAuns.

‘councilon ; with \whop they -hecame
especially / Iriendly, . Corcoran  add

‘tablished themgelves on firm ground

‘ing in Springvale. '« -

e ‘répresent - the : Amerlcan Wood:
“and we
want to {iry .to sell some blgcks, in
aipﬂnp,aleg We sell the, begt. blopks
30 thacw -

Heae, they - brou&bt ont s;oms excel-
-lent-gamples. ofweodden: paving Hlocks
and began to expiate-on their mexits.

" ¥Not “onlye that, ‘but owe: can sell
the;e ‘at-prieés far bolow those charg-
“2d"for the grdimary iblogks;” contivued
'cmg«,r “We afe so anxious to put
_onr blgcks. into, S‘qrin,gv,a‘le stregts that
, we will make the ciky asprige at. which
it QAL save aH- klpds .of _money .. its
paving bills, ¥l bet yon we can save
thevcity $50,000 a. y¢ar andsgive. it bet-
tercpaving matem&l than=it ever had
Fbefore”

“Wel, what jof 1t’” sa.u} Stein,,

» “IVjelt, ” cpnt,m,ued Pawson, . “we
 fhoughts u. e cqulﬂ: interest you. gen-
tlemepsand conld show you where we
T could save the ity-alk this money, we
might convince you that it \\ould be

dufe wood paving he.re

“¥es,” aald iSiein. who. was, the
spokmu.@r the, councilmen. Wﬁa‘
Of n?" S | RN LI

;Why. quw Dawsops “spu-gentle:

i ! A @
some MMS Then ‘ter wg had
shown, koWs Aueh. we m .saxe, the
city, we might hope to get some big-
ger c‘?n’w&' v - BNTeN

Gorcopan rand St&m lau&lied }s cme
man; weie TG =
Gee, bﬂtrmu W"' laughed
Steiny. £Is ‘that -teally-what you get
us up; hereato el g 7"
“Why, centainly,’ said. Cluffer,: .3l
innocence. . We'ré; salesn).en for me
wooden: biock: COmMPARF——=="17, :

blacks -yourself,” roared Stein.. “If
that’ s -all you know about selling stuff |-
to leities 1 donlt-see youhold&ns your
JOb!mnOkmuer" v -

Spnmsvcele‘ ~&ou

ent systeam « tha,a Zihits
buginess here: Eme«ﬁe :
What: the: devil «dos YO =8
caté about the cm 1
cityl  If thats al you knm w

blocks and go. You can bet you 1
L never-get. a- contract-Bare. 11 th\a.ts -1
| you know about-the -game. . -
s=@luffer:.and Dawsens hgmg ,{ound
\'gut: what they wefe sent for—that:the
coyneilmen of Springvale ‘were reach-
ing opedly. for.: sqﬁﬁ with ‘greedy
hands—and - having

germ.of Wood block PaXing in-thel

mmds of the two:leaders, quietly pack

Imperial, and ﬂittqd olit of the case
Then 1 came. 1nto the game, how,
there really was an "American Wood |
ook “cOmpATLY, and ‘the pres!d&nt oﬂ
lt was an old mgn named ée:er
was interested In funnigg &gﬁi
ers and for the purposes: of
he logned me -his-name and identity:
A few_ days after Clufferjand Daw- |

presx@pnt, of the block con;pany It

ready &

“My D¢ xéhicrgam
o 3 am?ra;twd tMt

,who sﬁ wi}

saleamen

=53 s —
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R.L.S.IN THE ADIRONDACKS

Stevenson, Whlle_Flg_htlnq Qtf Dis-
ease There, Seemed Indifférent
to the Lawa of Health.:'" “!

gy oo
~ Robert Louis Stevenson, for 80 Wise
a man, seems to have been singularly
u.u.awe of, or indifferent to,-the taws®
Vot health; but that, toe, may- have
been -part of his widsdoar. ‘Heé spent
the winter of-1887 an the Adiropdgcks{’
struggling against. the disease which 1"
was not to  subdue- him 'for “seven
vears. He Hved in a Hittle cottage that
was mueh overheated and from* ‘wtich
all ventilatioa was caretully exclu_’ed
The smoke, of his incegsant clpram;
obscured the ALMOSPAGLe AN PeIRADS

helped to dgive away the wisitors whoy

cume to gaze upen him as one gazes
'at @ llon in & den. -Pashionable call-

Stevenson once Fenarked; uééérdln;
| to an*actount in-the Medteak Reobrd.
et eIt the < great v Mﬂxed
whish I dréad; but the/great wadh

| But- wheeyer selsg <was uawel

there WaR-AIWAYE A greeling fonr* cb-
‘and ‘Manstield. -It is.an impressive; al-
most a tremendous picture, megmhe
clouded room fittully lit by the fi
of the log fire.apd Stevenson ‘hudd} ed
close to.f ﬁﬁdﬁ ‘while mm-nm
at;the other end of the rooom gaye. his
waird ation.  of D:. Jekyil
and Mr. Hyde; - Jt-mugt have been Jiké
‘God looking: uges his. unnawm afd

¢ mﬂlﬁm

‘ers were specially

unweicome and|’

d States,
ndpoint
be very

near/:périe in ‘gdd!
mig : E gwl. charts
s, ins files

&y in"the oity halk There were two | 88
‘Stein, “who wWere. mmudmsgi the |.
eity. hall wcligue.! Whenr they had  es- |

with. these ‘two, -Cluffer and Dawson
r.oney: . They believed that a city gov- |‘broached theit aNaged ~Eeason, for .be:

mwpmwm,

#ANG you've gota couple of. weod;m

a belter
i r\~“'ng¥Aim' you, eomethins tonight,”
W‘lﬁt
WM hvm we.do things iuquring-
‘ *~&§tmom

getting city contractsy take your dittle: ELE

implanied theif

ed their grips, paid’ thah"ﬂﬁ at wthef-_

son had retired from Springvale Al-T‘i‘n‘ bg reactied. for- &, W ote |}
dermpn Stein gat; 2 letter from thek@Nd sgme

{about be rim ‘for what m want.

th “hmushing‘, :

gn to the |

m.m of experience and

are done.

‘“President American Wood
~When, Stejn got -that letter he sa®,
t it m&' ‘& man ol_hiu

uﬁﬁh&pgcuuar point of view. ’Bhe
cautious-advice to destroy the: le!;&er
“was a wionér. . It showed that “Ste:
ger” had ‘been.: _through the mill-and

bets.. - Stein sat ,d_g.hn{*m wrote &
briét-note- to Steger, uivish;,hlmnmt

he looked, forward. to. the g&;&
pearance.-at e » ) gr
much, Mm* o

1 4aime jito Springvale, gbnmmmd
registered at.the i
V. M» ;:mcﬁm wmxmom

ng. mw

tbat Stein was: ,\mums.mr -arrival
with . mugh . pleasura, for. ‘at noon. a
te;epmemegsm from him- mfomed
me [baL, having seey. my pame on the
register, he. waited wtienﬂy “to wel-
come. me, to Sp!

“Conie up, Mr.
have, been exn,egﬁn&

Stein,_ and . Gomml;‘_‘ n 4@
gether. ‘I had taken. the bes
rooms in the hotel. 1 hd a&tiﬁeﬁ my-
sélf in a manner as € give as was
consistent. with fafrly> . taste . 1
wanted.to give the. }mpnéﬂslon of plen-
Lty of ready money. .

Stqin and Corgoran, g:eeted me cor-
rially, though quietly. -

. “Dow't be afraid o speak up, gen-
anp" I‘md tl&u;m ;. “Iihave re-

W n, Jaughed. toggtlxqr s.t this
\s&hﬁ\ 1. prdered . up . champasne and
cwa,r,s
Mell,: gentlemea. % I paul., ‘I am
hene 1o -sell Springyale some cedar
bleeks. - ‘And-1 won't be s0 foolish as
“to. talk.abont how muc.\l .money 1 can
.saxe the city.”

We. had. another laug& over this.
Wit ﬁnde{.ﬁtood one mxher right
a

mhe qbolq np,mn ought to, ~have

i3 p.qnjng said Corcoran
. ﬂ..;ﬁ Ltgsot to-have. it
ain;-we Jaughed. - We: were, get-
tingzaleng famously.

Em.m&.lqu hand.in this mat-

ws m:gem" \said L, and ¥} show

%)
)

o “I¥s.a couneil meeting |
qut watch tomorrow morn-
s and

&

L

; th.i.t,_@t.é‘dn had |3
Mwﬁam_ _the- councji had pass-

an. QR  calling” for- the paving | that
of two blocks ‘of an important street:

~gith. wend: blocks.

o Wk aald. h-e, wheg he cagled
| uppa- ma; 890N - breakfast, “bow,
4o you like that: fqr action?  That's,

Just ‘& sample. we showed you. NOW.|
all’ you mtodo is. to pay- the ‘price.
-and we come moss with the whole, |

delivery of goods.” :
“How largq ig' that delivery"" L

s
g e B

“"ﬁ;. v} pave the ww«a damp |
city vlth blocks and . specify your

oulwg
i EWhat' de you call, ths'r.lg@t thing?” | ¢
18k 1 he said s%‘m -&he;e&
l;%dm yo?x e:tgll pwfs,g. guys, - Some '
mﬂ?- 38 wsk &- m su;;;

| ared and T mm,xau-t

~“Fiye, ithousand g wht
mcfcﬁ»wnﬂﬁ:e right

=
et oni 5

was top- wike. & birg to.overlook apy. |

%py suite | |

L had “a -wonderful memory:

“told how So‘a

one, ang how. such. and suoh ansordi-

,gutrm‘},p “nofe hook to. substanuate

Eth&mg
"brand” ,f{‘f he' "if vou’fl’ do {ﬁe ";gﬁ‘{ ‘goads"dam'e?m pefore T-Tet go 6f 1t

shates and some: ‘bave the

“But how is.the -money;, to be got to !
the right-men?’ .
“I’'m~the money wagon,". saxd Stein.
«1 wandle’all such deals for the boys.”
Then without any soli¢itation on my
pALt be began toassure me of his re-
mﬂ&x by, relating in detail how. he
hads qax;,,\led Money im,m, briber.: to
bribe-takess inbhalf-a dozenicages. sHe
ke gave
.dates,: places, figures: and:names=with
‘an: emc@nesn‘ f-,hat was marvelous. i“He
‘€0 hp,d given - him
§qch ggd ;uch‘ ni-in° such and such
lace; how l;e h‘%d, gpht. xtq‘p i cer-

qunts -An given 80 x;guc.h to
b‘%% .agﬁ so, mych- o, that

nanace had been shoved Athrough. the
- council. as-a.-consideration: ° #e had
heen-80 accustomed-to dealing in graft
 that he looked-upon’ itvas a’ pure busi-
 ness trangaction, He even reférred to

of . b &t,a.temegts
s When he ‘was through 1 said "You
‘say you wanf to gea the money M|’
your hands Wefore therordinance goes
 Now; 1 gont mind having
my monéy up, “but 1 want to see the
Now, - ¥ ‘go routsand: get ;your ‘men
one by one. Come back and give'me
Sword twat you've got' ‘them ,and
jnqirch they coét you ai;d

“the 33,000, cage.
h’co\t make: ou.t ufu.it I don't eare
i it ony costs you @ thousand to'get
your men. I want to hear.you: ~tell
ng M youve: ‘8ot em. ‘pefore - the
money beconies yours. » e S
“A\t ﬂ;ﬁt’a said he “I: can get my

% 1x

back with_.a liat of bis men. So much |

for. this man, g0 much for. that—hbe
had them all there and the amounts-
requiredto. buy “their votes for:ithe
shameful measure :he -was putting
through. - Fhis measure catled for
nothing.-mmore o less thap paving.
about ha}i of tha streets of Spring-
vale, except: the bowleyards, - with

woogen chs. And my combany: was |’

to have the contract of furnishing:
them. It Svas; raw, rotten rvbbeny,
bat ‘Springvale’ was uged tg just: that
sort of thing.

1 paid over the $5, 000 in cash a.mj
Stein made good on his promige. I\ext
council meeting the ordinance went

.through with-a sush. Stein calied on

me the’ memug after. -

“Well, ‘are you satisfied. with: the
way things are done ‘here?” He said.

_“Perfectly, Stein, petfecily,” T re:
plied heartily. “Things could not have
been dong any. better fo suit me, But,
Stein, I wondex if they have heen done, |
| fo suit. you?’

“Why?' he said. Then, as if ‘in-
sta.ntly scen ng ‘a rat "Why" What [’
in hell dp:you mean?

: “lupposg,i' said I, “that I sl;ould tell‘

“you that ewery word that you and L

have spoken in this room Rkas been
ovérheard By 2 committee of promi-
nent citizens’ iq this town angd several

v&hat would }ou

.me P and down and hig
,ggce bega,n 1o go. “white.
. it-g8, deeD- ag I am?’

: 'ﬂq’f license you got

.Qgtective sqnt down
m on yq%, Stein,”

- [ inding ;a harder fate.

I went to one. of the, walls ‘of the
rooms, .and Taising my fist shot it
pthrough thie wall- -paper where the wall
. had been -eut out; to. make listening
from the next nrogm -easy. .k went to
another room and did the same.

“I reserved t.b.o;e adjoining rooms,
Stein,” said I, “to give these men a
chance to Jisten to-you and me,’

.H;h that' I threw open a door and
kn ¢ame the: group : .of public-gpirited
men who had set out to clean up
S»ri,ngvale,, =

.41 dave oftep jonged for the oppor-
eag@, two fled the country, and one

to sentence’ you and your
dfed of heart failure when he heard
oMque to the pediténtiary, Stein;” said
the - judge: {“Now it seems-that I am
going to have that: wpottunity

Apd be did;. Befora w¢ “had ‘got
thmuxh avith “that’ amwd iteen of
them. were i§ -state's Drison, two of
themwererim jail, one eommued sul-
his sentence, Itiwéds & terﬂble to}l of
punishment, but it was, jystified.

Stein tariied state’s evfdeﬂce and
l:uelped us bare bribe c@aes “for five
yeats back. . I:Ie 'hag
them lmq,se\!,_?u.t htaas_:pumshed for
_only one. _m.ségm ygars... He.and
1 g0t to be Tairly . bgd%{mpda before
kis trial fell due; an.d it was. partly my

reassion, a.p.q pxp)agn\ng the great

tvice he had done .us: in: unravelling

ihe whole mess, that kept him from

Springvale- is faivly 'cx'ean' now,
polltigp.uy. ;The nnlit),ciﬂps. are ' too
scared to be crooked-—-for Lhe time be-

et Tra:ﬂ of Enk )

=

i money with
’ uy beautltul t 2 . From
who died.

;rtlit hold lovery. II(QI"-

umbrelia of

ys. Can you | sai

& can gparo it

m

age it up g nomng unjle.
“c.é”“ mda%the <" he

been. in_all of
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