Py

R

e S A A— Y

|

o

-

| !

12 1800

FH K

GRAIN by

LOWERS . GEIDE

July 1, 1914

"The Farm with the Silo

y A Visit to a f‘wuL&t-m Manitoba Farm which has been made Profitable by Up-to-date Methods
Bk .- TROTT, 1554,

“mMuated on a guarter secltion .-'i)':n.m,'
the town of Delormne, quite cloge to the
railrond track, is a cluster of farm build
will probably
arouse w little curiosit The bulldings
b pretentions;
thie vards and sufroundmgs are not ver

s which, to the observant

i themselves are not at

“s" wtands for Silo,

much  different  to those  seen around
many other tidy farm homes, but there
1% one  outstanding  feature  which, in
that  particular  district of
Manitoba, is sufficient to stimulate
Iittle more than usual dnterest inooanyons
interested ipcagricultural matter I hat
feature is the silo Around  that  silo
hangs o very interesting story of how

Southern

Lrains and determination have,.in thie
space of cight years, turned a dirt
quarter  section, without any '»Illl’l‘ll»lt“
on it worthy of the name, into a payiny
furm and a pleasant homestead
“After knocking around in o all parts
of Canada ever since leaving home, it

cwas Just about eight years ago that - 1

cloraine,””  said

happened  to be i
M were l;l”.ln;' to

Mr. Weaver when
gether in the light, airy barn in which
the herd of mostly pure-bred Halstein
cows were being  milked, “and it just
struck me then that there wis an opening
right here on this, what was then a dirty
quarter for someone Lo keop o few cows,
get into the dairy business and supply
the town with milk, so I started in.”
We were talking in the barn which 1s
fitted up with metal cow stanchions anidd
cement floor. It Tis cwell lighted, has
a water system fitted thruout by Mr
Weaver himself, and is equdpped  with
tracking for litter and feed carriers
Right in the centre of the east side of
the barn s the  door~deading into the
silo. There was a layer about eighteen
inches deep over the bottom of silage,

Corn _in Maniioba

“How do I like silage for feed?  Why,
s the only feed worth while®8 replicd
Mr. Weaver to our -enquiry, “all the
stock- like 1t I think corn is one of
the most valuable crops that a farmer
cun prow, and the strange part about
it is that not very long ago there wasn't
a stalk of corn grown in this country

“NYou know farming in this country
seems to me to he a Kind of experiment;
theee is nothing cut and dricd about
farm llll'l‘lnll‘\ yet, that is W man wants

to et on, becanse, in these days, unless
a man gets ot of the rut of gram, grain,
grain growing he is going to lose money
cvery year and get his farm so dirty
that i the end he'll have to get off 1t
any how A man an this; couritry has
to try new things, or if every man doesu’t
do it, at any rate someone in the locality
has to go ahead and try out some new
idew or new «crop - to discover whether

- widl-be suitable to s l? Wity and n

this . wa) h:l]» to Tmaki Irming n

profitable Of course, 1t costs a_ man
something both in moncy and time, but
when he gets hold of something that s

eworth  while, there s a whaole ot of

satisfaction attached to Take this
district,- for instance, four years ago
there was no corn - grown, her I hat

spring, however, 1 got some seed from’

the South and put in a small patch for
fodder for the cows. "It just happened

VN

that it was dry that summer and
everybony else pracstur I burned
up, that corn of n ine just seemed Lo
grow like a cod ple  for  mile
nround heard about it and those driving
by on the rosd would get out of thei
ri and get in the field to have a la

System and Success

at it Well, it helped ont so well that
veor that I figured that I couldn’t do
withoul it again, and since then I have
put in more ground to corn each year

anter a “bushel will plant anywhere

from seven to eight acres, putting three
four kernels in each all

Some Corn Wrinkles

Now, here’s scheme which 1 have
tricd this yrar I have found that the
fond of the

hers are ver

zop young leaves
and ey car they have bothered the
rop I'hi car a neighbor of mine,
ho has seen hundreds of acres of corn

grown in the States, told me to r]lp the

ed corn in coul oil just before it was to
be planted and the gophers would not
bother it much after  this 'treatment
Just how this is going to pan out 1 don’t
know, but it’s worth trying anyhow
The varietics which have given me the
; best results have been North Western
Flint, North Dakota Dent, and Long
fellow Last vear Flint and Longfllow
gave me about the same results in matur-
feeding "ll.x“'i"~ | :||\\.’|.\~
seed beforg pl.lnlinu; the seed
way look alright; but when ‘it has been
graded vou'll find quite a lot of small
Lernels have been shaken out.  About
the best way with a small quantity of
seed is to grade it by band, using a barley
seve.  As soon as the corn is up I start
to caltivate "it. 1 generally harrow it
two or three times on real hot ‘days
until it is from four to six inches high
and then start in and cultivate, The
first time: 1 cultivate deep” and after

THE
**As clean and cool as

This year 1 have twwenty-eight acres
51
Everybody’s Growing It

“Oh, yes, th¢ neighhors grew some
corn the next year.  The acreage. put
into corn has increased every year until
now-—I was, just figuring it 'np the other
night “and there will be about seven
hundred acres planted in corn in this
district alone.  Some change from none
four years dgo, isn't at? I've  learned
quite a few things about corn since |
started “growing it.  On my land, which
is a good stitf black loam, last year ¢orn
did better planted on fall plowing without
manure than on spring plowing  with
I do egenerally is to

fall plow and harrow the land and then

~||!’uu, on a light cou¥ing of the well
rotted, mixed manure which has come
from the stable during the winter This
land is then disced, after which it s
harrowed o looken up the straw,; disced
again the opposite way to that in which

AT The wa)

it 1s going to be planted, harrowed again
and then planted L find it is no good
tor iiiahl corn before the ground has had
- good chance to warm
around the twenty-fourth
generall hot "enough. 1 used
planter for the tirst tin

found “it made a great sa
|.':"|~l.\l’:l' seeds it three foet
cach way in hills and corn :
way gives me the best results Before
using the planter I used to drill the corn

‘in, using every seventh drill and seeding

half & bushel to thé acre. With the

w

DAIRY
anyone. could wish for’’

that run the scufller or cultivator shallow
so as not to disturb the shallow root
system which the corn plants have. « In
harvesting it 1 use now a
and figure on cut-
ting it before the
first frost. - I don’t
believe a little frost
hurt< its  feeding
value, but it does
cut down the bulk
of the ensilage
\\||1tlz will be Hm'iv‘

corn binder

by the corn, but a
day longer 'in the
fall, if frost doesn’t

come, s worth
th or four in
.l‘ \w\.l_';w more
sugar will _be in

the stalk Wel

that's ecnough aboiut

dairy type almost to perfection, Just
then we were passing by the windmill
and a l'm.'er‘ Wis Huui" about 1|1|' com-
plete water system that was in operation
thru the buildings. . " Well,” my com-
panion said, pointing to a large reservoir
out in the pasture field next the barn,
which ~had
“there is where the water comes from
I have just about perforated this farm
with  holes  looking  for water: Down
East I was a well borer and so I've had
quite a lot of ')«'l"l'i"ll-" at the J"i!_ but
I couldn’t get any satisfactory water
supply until I hit on that scheme.  There
happened to be a little run way right
there, so I dug out a hole which is now
cighty feet long, fifty-five feet wide and
about thirteen feet deep, having a slope
from the top of two to one. It doesn’t
take long to scoop out a place like that
if you go about it right. One thing
I learned when digging it was to plow
twice in the run way thru which all the
lwose dirt from the bottom of the reservoir
was carricd away to every plowing done
in the reservoir itself.  You'll find that
the earth in the bottom of the run way
gets  packed  very solid, so that two
plowings will be necessary to keep it
from getting too steep. As soon as
this was finished I dug a trench about
ten feet deep from the reservoir into the
well and filled this up to well above the
level of the water in the reservoif, with
broken stone, gravel and sand. ' Now
the water filters thru into the well and
the supply’ has never given out . yet.
The water from the well is pumped up
into the tanks in the barn by the windmill
and we always have plenty of pressure
on the system.”

evidently  been dug  out

The Ice House
“No, I've never had any trouble with
the pipes freezing up.  When 1 laid
them I put them about four feet in the
ground in a square box made of four
by one inch lumber. 1 laid the pipe

on pieces of wood, so as to keep it off’

the bottom of the box and filled in around
the box with sawdust. Talking about
sawdust reminds me of the ice house.
I cut all the ice I can store in the ice
house and use all summer out of the
reservoir and®a whole lot more besides.
Last winter I cut seventy-five loads of
ice in the first cutting and sold them to
the town for soft water, making on an
average two and a half dollars aload
Besides that, see what a lot of trouble
soft water saves in the threshing engine
boiler  flues.  People  from all  around
draw water from that hole for all pur-
poses.” By this time we had walked
round the corner of the barn and, pointing
to a sow lyving down in a pile of<straw,
my companion said, -““That old sow over
there is nine years old. She is the mother
of all my stock I believe in staying

orn;  vou haven't
seen my  pigs..yet,
e A

1ave ol

The Water Supply < -

last year.
I"hadn’t, so we started out ‘of the barn
towards the pigier Passing down the
ltne of cows -we noticed some very good
grad showing quality and dairy type
and there were also several very good

pure bred cows

in the bunch

v

In wer to an_enquiry, Mr. Weaver
and all these cattle were tested
peri ] b the tuberculin  test
and any reactérs disposed of In a calf

shed next the barn were four splendid

calves, one heifer especially showing

‘‘GOOD FEEDING AND PURE BREEDING’'
First prize sow over six months and under one year at the Dominjon Fair

Owned by C. W. Weaver, Deloraine ¢
with a good thing when I get one. .'] hat
old <ow has been worth more to ane than

again, top worked constantly with the
duck-foot cultivator and harrows . or
better still pastured by sheep sheep
are becoming more and .more widel
recognized as  an _ important  factor
in Wektern agriculture, not only
in weed control, but also as an aid in
the conservation of moisture by packing
the land and also as a factor in enriching
Continued on Page 21
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