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. the outset.”” We are not however quite
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And as for the difficulty with the French,
the Premier was able to announce, a few
weeks ago, that the French government
had abandoned its former pretensions
to an exclusive right of its citisens to
fish on the western shores of Newfound-
land.” A concurrent right is however
still claimed in behalf of French citizens
with British subjects, to fish in these
waters ; but the concurrent right to fish,
it is obvious, cannot hinder the settle-
ment of the coast, and the development
of its resources, any more than on the
shores of the other maritime provinces.
Arbitration has been spoken of in re-
ference to this vexed question, and the
name of the Czar has been mentioned ;
but one of our contemporaries fears that
a resort to arbitration ‘‘is not an auspi-
cious omen for Newfoundland. For
England is proverbially unfortunate in
matters settled for her by arbitration.”
In fact other nations appear to take a
m&lignmigleasure in making their de-
cision as adverse as possible to the in-
terests of Great Britain, altogether irre-
spective of what appears to disinterested
parties to be the right of the case. 1tis
urged however that ‘‘the Czar can hardly
pronounce in favor of France, in regard
to a right formally abandoned by her at

80 sure of that; and it may be just as
well not to risk it.

THE LATE MRS. MUIR.

We are called upon to chronicle the
death of Mrs. Muir (daughter of the
late Isaac Smith, and wife of Andrew
P. Muir, Esq., of Grimsby, who passed
quietly away on the 80th April last in
the sixty-eighth year of her age—a
devoted member of the Church of Eng-
land, and a regular communicant dur-
ing the last half century, the best of
mothers, whose one great desire in life
was the welfare and happiness of her
dear children, and to whom she was
ever ready to extend help and consola-
tion in the time of trouble and ad-
versity.
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THE PAROCHIAL MISSION.

IV.-Tae Best T ror 1rs Pusric Wogk.

As there are conditions of parochial
existence, 80 also are there times and
seasons when the parochial mission, or
rather its public work, should not be
held, and others which are particularly
" well suited to it.

The Master’s promises of blessing
are, indeed, unlimited as to times and
circumstances. But in the prosecution
of His work we are commanded to be
o wiqe," even ‘‘ as serpents.”

_ It is our duty to “preach the Word,
in season and out of season.” But
there are different ways of fulfilling the
injunction. There . is an endless vari.
ety of topios'on which to preach. Hence,
although wisdom may not require us
to refrain from ire&ohing at any time,
it will certainly hold us to a difference
of manner, and a choice of topies, ac-

cording to seasons and circumstances, | pe

| and the weeks between Epiphany and
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Now the manner and the topios of
preaching in the public work of & mis-
sion, are such as will have more helps
to their efficacy at some season, than at
others.

We are commanded to pray ‘‘always,"
and ‘“‘without oeasing.” Bat, . hpro
again, a wise regulation of Christian
work will impose a restraint in kind and
manner acoording, not only to needs,
but also to opportunities; and so the
special manner of prayer belonging to
the mission should be reserved for the
times which give the best opportunity.

The public work of a public mission
must of necessity regulate its whole
course, at least, as regards the choice
of time ; therefore the best time for
that is the first thing to be settled.

That public work makes a large
claim upon the attention and attendance
of the parish and the community. The
plan of the mission, then, should not
bring it on at a time when the character
of the season, the circumstances of
the community, or the ordinary avo-
cations of the people, would present
any peculiar obstacles to this elaim
being well heeded.

The long days and heats of summer
are unguited to it, because in them it
would 'be almost impossible to obtain
the constant and regular attendance
of the people, for even a limited period.
In an agricultural or a seafaring neigh-
bourhood other seasons might have
special disadvantages.

The Festival seasons of the Christian
year, also, are altogether inappropriate.
From Christmas to Epiphany, and from
Easter to Whitsunday, the proper
work of the church is joyful, and the
first influence of its life, thankful and
uplifting. With these, much of the
mission work would not harmonize, for
it is penitential, awakening, and pre-
catory.

_ There remain two periods'of the Chris-
tian year to which only public work of
a parochial mission seems to be suit.
able; viz., from the first Sunday after
the Epiphany to Holy Week—and the
last few w after Trinity, with the
Advent season.
_ But here again, another limitation
is commonly recognizéd. |
As the general regult of experience,
the universally expressed opinion, we
beliswe, of those who have written upon
the subjectin England, and elsewhere,
deprecates arranging for the public
work of a mission either in Lent or
in Advent. The last weeks after Trinity,

Lent, are the seasons which are oom-
monly considered to be most es ecially
suitable and advantageous for the pur-
pose.
At these seasons the two great Lon-
don (England) missions weregr held.
Thg principal, and it should seem
sufficient reason for this opinion is,
that the special activities of grace, suit-
able to the. seasons of Advent and Lent,
corresponding as they do in their main
features with the leading objects of a
Inission, would, each of them, be most
neficial as a supplomentary course to
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A mission, CArrying on its spi itual in.
fluence, uppl;{ng, oatablismg, .::1
giving direction to the positive offeots
which it might have g uoed, and thyg
safely transforming the extra stimulyg
of the mission work into the common
activities, and regilar course of 8piri-
tual life in the parish. ;

One of the principal dangers o he
guarded against in the adoption of the

parochial mission is the stirring up of

gpiritual influence and of

hristian emotions, the spri of whieh -
are suddenly stopped ;m& abrupt
termination of the mission, when some
of them perhaps are in their highest
flow ; thus the people are left to gy
almost inevitable reaction which will
carry many of them into a worss eop.
lition spiritually than they were in
before.

It is then a most valuable means of
preventing this to have the public work
of a mission occur a little before e
Lent or Advent, and then let the wark
of whichever of those seasons follows,
be planned accordingly, to bring out,
to confirm, to carry on, to make perma-
nent the spiritual effacts of the mission.

We have excepted the Easter season
as unsuitable to regular mission work
on account of the festival 8
which prog:rly belongs to its whe
course. This s tion, however, we
would make. O:fe of the weeks betweén
the second and fifth Sundays after Eas-
ter,in which that joiful character is not
80 prominent, mi
prove not unsuitable for a series of
special services, antici of & mis-
sion, such as we d our last
paper on the subject. The sermons of
sucha series might suitably have anani-
mated, uplifting tone, which would well
accord with the season.

Mount Forest. 20th May, 1876.

S ————— it
offred o the ooy, W. 1 Msciagun; Vit
e Rev. W. D,
of Kensington ; but he has deslined it .,

Tz Rev. Fraves Ooox, late of |

baving been offered the '~

t, in many oases

Jo

June

|

JEEEF

gEzdd

3=

ETERTR

gy FEH FEEZ .

Y- & 4

YT 2 )




