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DR. LAING ON SEPARATE
SCHOOLS.

The Rev. Dz Liulcg, who bee long
been one of tha most uncompromlicy
opporeuts of Catholle echoole, has & paper
in a recent number of the Cansdian
Nation, the organ of tho so ealled New
Party, in which he ake, “What shall be
done with the separate schools?” We
undergtand very well the doctor’s kindly
futentione, ard thoss of his so-called New
Party ; and from thelr peint of view the
avawer to hls question woull be, “Sweep
them out of existence ;” but it so happecs
that others beslde them will have a word
to say ia thls metter,

In the p
by sayiog : “The
bo made «fli.iznt, thonld be carefally In.
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they do nat at all full
schools of tho P !
o' Mr, Leiog that they shell be properly
iaspected, that
twght in tho public schools ebould be
taught in and that the books
uged should be both “aulhorizyd” aud
loyal, are all attended to; but the doe-
tor evidently wante more than this, Ile
wants {hat he and his colleagues cf the
Equal Rights Asgociation chall have the
authority conferred upon them of inter-
fering with their workicg, To this we
decidedly otject,

We cen read between the lines what
Di, Laing means by eliminating from our
booka all “supereiitious legends,” il he
were made the judy All  Catholie
doetrine aod practics, acd Cathelie
Caurch history, would bo positively {or.
bidden subjects in Catholicschools, He
would destroy the very purpose for
which Catholic echools are instituted.
Indeed, the doctor is honest enough to
acknowledgo this as his otj2ct, He says
in his recent paper :

“Now, we ask confilently, s it wiso
for our rulers, ls it for the best interests
of our country, to malntala from public
funds echools in which a large portion of
our youth are thus handed over to
obicurantism, eud taught that obedience
to an alien potentate is thelr first duty, as
belng obedienee to God ; are trained to
regard as lereliglous end morally wrong
that right of private judgment and liberty
of canscicnes accordirg to which, to quote
from the Syllabus, “Every man is free to
pmbrace and profess tha rellgion he ba.
lteves to be true, gulded by the light of
reason.”’

The doctor thus reproaches the Church
bacause ehe doea not malutain that every
one has the right to embrace what religion
he pleazea, Well, then, let us for the mo
ment agree with the doctor, Why

iovince, Tae demar

1
and

ell the subjects

thewm,

bold and to teach the Catholic religion?
He calls it & system of “obecurantism,”
bat according to his own principle be
shou'd leave us feee mot to look upon
it in the ssme light. Tae Catholie
Crurch has always been the patroness
of edvecation, ond of learning in
every rphera, She buit and supporled
elementary and high scheole and vni.
versities bafore Siate rystoms o! educa-
tion were dreamed of, The doctor’s ery
of obecurantism sagsinet her is timply
nonegensical twaddle, Ho bases his be-
lief on the declaraiions of the Presby-
terian Btacdarda of Faith, thal every
teaching of the Catholic Church is
“Yguperstition,” but theee are some of the
pointa on which the “Standards” are
gadly in need of “revieion,”

What is meaunt by the rcfasel of the
Church to accepi the favorlte infidel doc.
tiine that “every man s free to embrace
axd profess the religion he belleves to be
true, guided by the light of rcason 2 This
doctrine eseerts man's right to reject all
truth, It proclaims man’sindepedence of
G.d. Itis not a questlon of the employ-
meant of force In the propegation of relig
low ; 1t regards man’s moral right, before
(God, to zeyset His Rovelatlon, The Cath:
olle Caurch tells us he has no such right,
In this she is certaluly In sccord with our
Lrd, wao!:ays to His Aposties, when eend.
Ing them on thelr teacking mieslon :

“Bat whosoever shall not receive you,
nor hesr your words: golog forth cutof
that house or city, chake off the dust from
your fect  Awen Lsay to you, it ehall
be more tolezable for the land of Sadom
eud Gomorrba in the dav of judgment
than for that city.” (3u Matt, x,14,15)

: (
Bat what are we to thiak of Dz Lafng’s |

honesty ia makiog this charge agaloet
Catholics, when w that his owan

Chuarch har m ic! 1at it ls not

Standards
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A CHANCE FOR A BOGUS
PATRIOT.

The Canedien Natlon, the recogn'z:d
organ of Rev, Dr. Sutberland’s ¢New
Party,” bea an arilcle 1o 1is I'sue of 9th
Jauuary, In which 1t tells the “indepen
dect” voters of 1% f:llowlog how, if they
but “‘etard toge'her, they can carry the
countey,’” The conrre yecommended in
precicely that which Me Meredith faieely
scovacd His Grses the Arcbbishop cf
Kirgeton of recommending to the Catho.
lics of the Proviace, The Canadian Nation
tel's ite reeders that “the power of the in-
dependent vote in Ontarlo will be resdily
urndorstocd by auy cne who knows how
pwz!l e the majorities by which membera
of Pullament z1e elected.”

At tho last generel election the mejni-
tles ravged from ore tc seventy-four in
twenty-three consti‘uencies, avd In
twenty.three other constituencles the
wejirities were from ninety-three to two
hupdied. The orgen acks: “If the Inde
pecdents could score ceven hundred ard
seven'y six votes in a “Reform hive” like
Lembton “what can they not do In thess
constltuencles where tha old partles are
pretty evenly balanced 17

Here, then, Is & very overt recomimen-
daticn to the Equal Rightists to throw
thelr infl :encs and their votes with one
party or the other, aczording ae they find
the cuudidates willing to adopt more or
lese entirely the Equal Rgh's or antl.
Catholle platform,

Hosre is an opportunity for that pure
patrlof, Mr Meredith, to renvobate theun
patriotle polley of endeavoring to put the

trwernment iots the hands of a clerfeally
c¢d minority, by the dlsreputable
veans whica he denounced eo strongly

he pretanded to suspect a Catholis
Here ia sn

wouid be quite 1

p of employing it,

m which it

e Tth 4 )
r Me, Maredith to cul

paitiotle Caasdians

Al l It is here that the Oran

Nat! y
egalost the effsrts of D» Susherl 1 l‘
his party, 8o meke use of tho d ) |
. i
of two groa X f th |
\ ¢ itnis. |
Sk ol s ands Y A f biinging & fa 15 minor
> tome 1y |13 wer,
3 [ ( ¢ “l \ 13 2 xpreiatio has thel
mattezs of teve and y peligion o] of Oatailo 0> i
I 1 f |
14 } f
ithe c r hands, | © ; : I
{ i Gid axnd ! 1 * y a
e 4 i1 ] Dr, Sathe ( s ko !
; |
Cavi Wl 1 ) (dd, | 1 % y
1 g Ealv ) A BC " \ ‘
is, by mes 1, | el ¢ = :
11 by th ching of £ | B2 m 4
Evangel ; and iv i In f P: 1 eg
d:f.nded 1 aad | ¢ ny?
atib) f A | s C 13 v 100 L
t 1 | \
. i ‘
o oy 8 ) |
] . " ot \ { g ‘ “
X ra A & & i Z3
\ ur X ol i
|3 | . | ¢ .
ticuian) > 1 W
F i H . ; | n { (
of our . i |
' 1\ ]
|1 1 ; but fly al | ¢a t )
| kine i |
| ) i d osoff - R R
. e [ AN OF I YRBORO
{Covras.. 14 I ON THE CHRISTIAN
| MINISTRY,
{ 1 r i y it wma !i
|
i' v pre : il uten : we D of Peterborough has Jeelared
| el "o g { b el 1n bae val of { AN S8
i { 6:h Aeat, 1 \m 20, K g |
Jameoa VI, And ¢ ; | ramenty, ¢ ; (
all 'ay ot )T 1 l 1
iin iiawi) ~;;_
| T
| 1V 1)
I v f o
L i 1 i ion” | «
from Cathe lax ) |.
It 1 “thay y live : s
house 1d 1 theow el ) o
tae (aca of such 063 the above, it |
ill becomes Do, Laing to acouse Catho ¥
1 an
lizs of teaching fa 1@ beeaus " 1
wa do not admit the m fevery | jow ¢
1 to rccant FOLS i
man to rccept every which  clerical body selec ftor ary
loscad bl fanos 1
ples:ea Lis fancy, n which ary seli-institated and eelf.

sbould he exdeavor to limlt our 1fght to

In reference to the dostor’s aszertion

that public funds should Lo used for

the support of (

I vtho

3 8chools, we
answer that wa only requirs that Catho-
lics sha!l ba allowed to usa their own
mouey for the education of their own
children, in accordance with their re-
ligious coavict

04,

Honest advocates of Bqual Righta would
acknowledge the justica of our damand.
But the pretended Equal Rightists wha
are willing indeed {0 respect tho con-
scientious demands of Peatestauts, but
wish to do violense to Cstholic con-
ecience, cannot conceal the wolf within,
though their outeide garb be that of a
most meek-manvered lamb,

Dr, Laivg's representations that the
Separate Seheol Act of 1863 was a final-
ity, that all Catholic property iz with.
drawn from the public schools, that
eeparate schools are asked only by tho
Catholic clergy, not by the people, aud
other assertious, are 80 manifestly false
that it is enough to state them to show
the want of truth which is characteristic
of his whols document,

We sympath'zs most eincerely with
the good fathers cof Berlin, Ont, who
recently received the announcement of
tho death of the founder of the college
i that town,

D1, Funcken was a groat
as well as & good priest, and is now
reaping the reward of hie arduous labors
in behalf of re

Wz are pleased to note that our cove
toraporary, tha Irlsh Canadian, has bein
appointed an official organ of the (' M,
B, A,
spreading more widely the great advan.
tigos to bo derlvad from mewbership in
this admirable sssociation,

This step will bave for effect the |

cyilid ¢ Church of Chrlst” may appoint,
cqually with St. Paal,
“miofsiers of Christ avd dispensers of the
mystarles of God” (Cor, v, 1), what s
eceesity of ordaining a clergy ut all?
Vhy not, at ozce, after the Independent

maurer,

become therel

tet evory one who can raiee a con-
grogation to Haten to kim be the minister
ol that cougregatlon? It i3 very trae
thal Christ gave only to His Apasties
and to ihele lawful succsesors thie
In the Church, but the
Presbyteriana and Methodlsts, equally
with tho Iadependents &nd Con.
gregationalists, deny the need of any
apostolie succession, It {s & matter which
overy Ohureh i held to be empowered to
tt1a for ftuelf, notwithstending that haly
sture tells us: “Neithor doth any
man take the honor to biraself La he that
I3 called by Guod, as Asron wes,” (Ilab,
v.4) Itisno wouder, however, that the
seciy reJoct the necessity of apostolic sue
cansion, for with the chasm of from fiftsen
t) elghiteen centmyies betwoen the date of
tho Apoitles and the beginning of their
rerpective churches a clalm to such suce
coralon would be 2idleulous,

The Church of Eugland, however, has
kaopt up such a clalm, and the Thixty-Sixth
Avilcle of the Church declares that ite
“Bshope, priests end dezcons,” ordalned
{accord!ng to the Ritual of I iward the
Six'h, are “ughtly, orderly aud lawfully
crnsecrated aud crdered.” This plaluly
fmplica  that those
been 0 ordsined have no claim to be
couvsldered as lawnful minfeters, If the
Deen of veterborough's views ba adopted
; the Church cf Eogiand will give up its

anthor

|

who have ot

| very reacon for cxitence, As a matter

of fact, the claims of the nenconformists
to & lawful miofetry ere just ss well
founded as those of the Anglicans. Both
are equally separated from the source cf
all eccleatastical jurlsdiction.

A SCOFFER AT RELIGION.

Profegeer Goldwin Smith delivered
an aoddress before the 19th Century
Jiub in the Metropelitan Opera Houee,
New York, on Friday of last wack., The
subject was “Canada, Great Britsin, and
the Ugited States.” The purpose of the
gathering was to conzider the political
and commercial reiations of the three
goveromente, but Mr, SBaith could not
lat the occasion pass without a malicicus
fling at the people of Quebee, both in re-
gord to their race and their religion,
In reference toraco be ssid: “The feel.
ing of Quokec it is difficuls to divine at
a moment when, owing to the develop-
ment ot a eirong French nationalixm
there, everything is in a state of fermen-
tilion end traveition.,” It is true
there are poliiical parties in Quebec
juet as they are in the other Provicces
of the Dominion; but why Quebeo
ehould be sirgled out as in a stute of
fermentation acd trancition beats cur
comprehension, There is the best of
feelicg there between the Catbolic
majority and the Protestant mirority,
and noihing ¢xemplifies this better thean
the readinese with which the Premier
of Quebec rectifi=d a sraall balsnce due
to the Protestants in the apportionment
of the §460000, on account of the
Jesuits’ catates, as eoon as the digprc-
portion was pointed out, There
none of that “farmentation” of which
80 Jugubriouzly spe
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into their miuds, nor have thay avy
crozy pel theory that their peop!
rediscovered loat iribes whosae mission it
is to domineer over their fellow-citizens
of other races,

We ere told next: () 12bec is the onls
pert of this Northern Continent'in which
tithe is collected by law.” It has yet to
ba demoustrated that this mods of sup-
portiog the priesthood and the Church is
al ail inferior to the maode proferred by
the people of Oatario, Thae population
of Oatario end the United States are g0
divided religiously, that it would ba for
them an impossible taek to support their
clergy by a tithe system, and we readily
concede that for them a purely voluntary
syslem in the best, if not the ouly possi
ble one, without producing heart.burn.
ings most dizastrous to the respeective
conntries., But, bs it remembered, in
Quebec the position is altogether difter-
ent. The Catholics of Quebec are about
86 per cent. ot the population of the
Provincs, If they prefer to support the
Church by legal tithes, a3 being the most
ready and effective method, noone haga
right to complain, except those who
would bs abligad to pay for the suppert
of a religion in which thay do not beliave,
RBut as Protestants do not pay tithes thera
is no such sggrieved class. Under this
grievance the nounconformints, as well as
Catholics of enlightened England and
Wales, labor, but the Protestants of
Quebee do mot, They have therefors no
tesson to complain, and Oatorioniang
who make it a subject of ecmplaint
anl threatonings are merely imper-
tinent moddiers, It is no now thing
for M Goldwin Smith to be found in

) ges, encour-

this claes, and the late Lord Beacontfisld
koew his exact measure, Verbum sapi-
enti The manner in which the people
of Qusbec will support the Churoh is &
matter which they ure themselves quite
oompetent to decide, and if the Goldwin
Smiths of Oatario are bent upon forcing
their notions upoa a sister Provinee,
tuey will find ihemselves unceremoci-
ously told to attend to their own afluirs,
If we are to belisve tho representations
of the Eqnal Rightists, Oatario is badly
in need of being icoked after, and it will
need all the attention which these busy-
bodies cen afford to give to it,

Mr. Smith adds: ‘It (Quebec) is the
only peart in which mirscles aro per-
formed, though perbaps it ie the part in
which they are least needed.”

This enecer against mirzcles iz quite in
harmony with the sentiments which
were 60 plainly expreesed by a Torento
journal, we believe, while Mr, Smith was
ope of its editors, Tue peoplaof Canada
Lave not forgotten that tue journsl in
question embraced tho Epicuresn in
opposition to Christian doctrive, and
ridiculed the possibility of divine iuter-
position in the effairs of men, DBut
Chzistianity has pot dissppeared from
this country yet ; end it is the teaching
of the founder of Christianity that
‘‘theso signs ehall follow them that be-
lieve,” (St. Maik xvi, 17) For ihis
reason wo are told, Acts v, 12: “By the
hends of the Apostles were many sigos
aod wonders wrought smong tue
people.”’

Iv ig undoubtedly true that in Quebec
iacentestable

bave been

acles of God's power
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things that are Ca aad to God the
thlogs that ara G.ds” Excapt the
Church of England, thera is not a ;
ent Protestznt dencmination
not hoid the eame. For thls doctrine
the Presbyterlans of Scotland fought and
bied, until it was established a5 the law of
the land, Nothing but sheer iznoranes or
persistent knavery could lead any one to
the Oatholle Church as en
objeet fir pesescntion under such a pre-
touce. But notbing better could be ex-
pected fr

omin
kich does

slpgla out

m Me, Goldwin Smith,

GHOULISIT BIGOTRY.

Thze London Free Prees bad n lest
Mondey's issue a leading article that for
“ferocious” bigotry wes hardly ever sur.
passed, It sims at notbing less than
the emashing up of the British North
Amwerica Act, ond the utter oxtinction
of the Catholic Separate schools, Iy
should be berne in mind,'»it saye, “ihat
the sectarian schools were institu
vex and curso this Provinge,” This will
be news to most people. The Separate
schacls have been 1n existence for over
thirty years and it ia the first time we
are teld that they ave a cures to (anada,
Were it not that every other dodye has
beon iried to upset the Mowai G ;tc.n-
moni, the overthrow of the Saparate
schools weuld pot now ba ealled £, It
13 becavse the Ido! of the F'ree Press, My,
Merodith, wents to upset the Ontarlo
Government that the Cathuile Separate
achools are u “curce to the country,” It
ls especially bicausa one awbitius bigot
eonacsted with the schools of thls clty

to

tees & remote chance of his belng ap-
pointed (overnment School Iaspector
that our Separate schools “are not for the
good «f the commurity,” and that the
public is asked: *Is it necersary to up-
hold them at the public expense?’ Iiia
beeause tho Free Prows avd te felends end
editoza! contelbutors a0 looklag forward
with emxious end greedy eyes and open
jaws for the mess of potiege snd for the
loavee snd fisbes in the locil government
teough, 1t fs for thls renson that Mowat {s
hourndad down for makiog thore tehools
“more aud more cffenalve to the genersl
putlic.” Wa would eam'y nsk ail
rossonshle men why have llved in
Coorla for the last thity years to
say in wiat way or manner have our
Saparate schools been cflensive to the
public—Yow, or in what, bave they been
# gource of vexation svd malediction to
the Provisce? It would be utterly im.
poesible for the buregry biget who writes
about our echools in the Free Press to
udvanco even s shadow of a proof thau
Caibolic Beparate schools Lave been
injurious to the country, whereas proofs
aro in  sbundance to ehow that
our echools have been of .the
very greaiesl bencfit everywhere, If
other proofs wers  waniiag it
could be shown ikab the rivalry
existing botweon them ead the Pablie
siools has been bencticial to both, and
thet loyelty to the Cacadian nationality
kas bacn vastly promoted by the fact of
all ( : i
t) boust of edue

jciin th

being able

y that
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o cblained a site of
ch purpeoes velued ag
&3t such statements have
been mada reveral times in the prees of
Ontario, and have never yob been con.
tradicted, The Protestants in the Pro.
vinee of Qushec are allo
tude in Separate soh
wacress Catholics in Oat

tormented and harras

Government lapds ve
the benefit of

whizh he presic
Methodate in T
land for cln
0000 Al

'd every Jati.
ol legislution,
rioere for ever
d ard toreastoned
with coerciva laws about the education
of their own ren, Tae Hon, Mr,
Colby, now = Miaister of tho Cabinst,
declored in Parliamant at its last session
that no re

chil

. gious winority in any conn-
try under the cun is 60 liberally and eo
generously treated as the Protestants in
Quabes,

Wea challenge Dr, Frager to itemize
tho instances of favoritism shown to
Catholics in Oaiario. In fact the doctor,
&nd many like kim, while profesging
esteem and kindly feeling towards us
Catholics fancy that we owe thema debt
of gratitude for being permitied to live,
Aud now tae mayors of cities aye inatrue.
ivg the city weressors to mark down
every ratepayer as a supporter of the
Common school, 80 that his taxes may
pe gatherod into the {reasury of the
Common school fund, and that Catholics
who have not their eyes open wide and
their ears on the slert, lika the eavage
on the war path, may he flacced to the
Muno of thousands of dollnes and the
schocls erected by theip hard earned
cash bas uiterly demolished or randered
uzeless,

The Proicatants in Quebae are all con.

b
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sidered Beparate echool supporters, no | who ¢
matier how distent their reridence may | Frenc
be from the echool kouse, And the they

Quebec Catholic members of the Legicla. really
ture are raising no bue end ery abeut thet | s2ctlo
priviiegs or about sy of the other priv. | both

ilegos waich Protestante enjoy, buy which | sectlo
wa dare nob ask for in Ontario, Toe ! doing

Protestants of Qinboe ohtain oue third | the

£ all 4 tact
ol all the sohool 1axes levied on corporatey #:hoo

bodies, such a8 1ailroad property, bank -~
Ing inatitu'lone, eommercisl con

jpanics,

ele, whereas in Oatario the Catholie

Beparato sehools do no’ recsive one far -
And
€Ven oW taere is & movewon t on fooi o
rob us of our school tsxes,
Tyrnuoy end Hypocrisy

thivg fsom all these rica rources,

Surely
are twia brothers,

83 euro as persecutien gres on after
this fastion, end g0 sure as Mr. Meredith
carrias cut the programme luid down in
his London speech of c i pling our
echoole, e0 63 {0 render them vnwork-
able and to diminizh their number, so
gure the bour will come when a refalia.
tory policy will be ivavgaraied in the
Provinee of Qeheo, avd then we shell be
slarticd with a howl. toun M Morcier
has already given warning in private con-
veraation, kowever, but which h
eirculnted in the pre
retaliation will be

1 been
sy of
arried out in (uehee
for eny injustice or perseculion shown to
Catholic minorities in

g, that a polic

other Provineey, |

unen
i3 to
spoel
with
not |

tang'
Onta
with

{
aud the jrurcals of Outario bave been ] beea
. . { &
loud in their denusciations of what they | #9ho
call & “threst” But they hive no de | thel
nupciations far whnt is not merely being | @ver
1 FUT B { 3 f3 no
) i belng made !t
) tvio o | ven
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)
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i H 81 , who {
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ol £
1ations
requiricg iastractio:
given
certaln
focalitie ‘sench lapguage
prevally, Coms :ra appoiated
to visis those schools, to report the facis
and to consider in whas way tha etudy of
Eugllsh may be most successfully pro.
moted smong tha puplls whose mother.
torgue is French, Whe eame Coemmts
¢l mers wero afterwerd: directed to visis
the Garman schools of the Pravince, and
to report 1o ilke ma regarding them
Thelir reporis will tinited to you, a8
we!l &8 certaln regulations for glvioy
practical «ff.o4 to the recommoandations of
the Comutssioners, so far as this could ba
done by immeciste executive action. You
will be asked to mako the graat whica Is
necesaary for tha establiehmont of & taain.
ing school in Kastern Oataclo, 3 recom
mended by the Commissioners,”

The course taken by the Giveinwment
in relaticn to the Ireuch echools is that
which ccmmon senee and prudence dic
tates, Toerels no dehats, no diffarence
of opinion, in regard to the desirability

of the «flicient teaching of Loglizh in all | e

tho echooly of Ontario. We do not need

to be told by the Francophobfacs that the | 1

people of Outaxlo with it end must have |
it. They wonld wish Eoglish to be thrust | 8,
down the thrca‘siof the!French.Cansdlans | ¥

of Raseel,

Prescott, Simcoe, liwmex end

K:nt just as & nauseous dyng might be |
forced down the throat of an unwilling | p

patient,
Tao Fznsh Ciasdian
counties named bave no o

goever to learn L glish, and to have Kng-
They are
anxious for It, and, from what we know

lish tanght in their school

oi thom, they are making sprelal efforts | s

t) have good tezchers ia thelr echools,




