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" Twenty three again!" laughed
Weston., " My lucky number, appar-
ently. Twenty-three ! For the leve
of St. Nick it's Ferbes'! Ferbes' !
Drive on around Arlingteon and
Beacon, and ceme back again,’ he
instructed the driver. During the
filve minutes thus occupied Jobn
Henry Westen planned his cam-
paigo,

" Wait I” he commsanded, as bhe
ran up the steps of No 28.

The door was thrown epen and the
butler stood in the entrance.

" Good evening, Nichols,” greeted
Weston.

“ Good evening, Mr. Weston.
you——"' .

“Sh! Not & word, Nichols!"
hissed the visitor, drawing him mys-
teriously out intc the vestibule,

" Tell me,” he said, " what is going
on this evening ?"

“Just & little Ohrietmas merry-
making, sir. Dinner, and the Ohrist
mas Tree later, sir. Just relatives,
gir,” added Nichels, apologetically,

“ Thank you Nichols. And don't
mention my having called, will
you ?”

“ No, indeed, sir. Though I'm sure
it's delighted they'd be to have you,
#ir, and you a lonely bachelor, and it
Christmae.”

“Thank you, Nichols, I've no
doubt they would. In fact, I may
look in later.”

" Drive up to Galyin's florist shop
in Boylston street,” ordered Weston
re-entering the taxieab.

A dozen of Galvin's longest, love-
liest American Beauties were placed
tenderly in & box with John Henry
Weston's oard. *‘ Address, sir ?”
asked the clerk.

“I'll write that myself,” replied
Weston, “ and for safety sake I'll
take them with me.”

In a large, legible, unmistakable
hand, John Henry wrote :

*“ Miss Molly Mistletoe,
* Care of Forbes,
23 Commonwealth Ave.”

With a chuckle he seized the box
and bore it to the cab.

“Now drive back to Common-
wealth avenue and step a few doors
this side of the house we have just
left. Then you are to take this
package and deliver it at Number
Twenty three. I shall remain in the
oab. If they ask any questions, you
are just a messenger.”’

" I get you, sir. I know nothing !

Weeston seated beside the American
Beauties, smiled all the way back to
the historic avenue. Occasionally he
glanced wershipfully down at the
eprig eof mistletoe which bloomed
understandingly from the lapel over
his heart. Several times he un-
earthed from his card-case the
wonder-card on which the mystery-
laden signature — Melly Mistletoe—
had been go charmingly traced.

“ Melly Mistletoe ! Lovely Molly
Mistletoe ! Ciever Molly Mistletoe !
Kindly Molly Mistletoe! If I were
overheard,” he smiled foolishly at
the giant box beside him, “ it might
be inferred that I am rather strong
for Melly Mistletoe !’

“Here we are, sir!”
the chaunffeur
in at 23, an’
mine,"

" Correct,” replied Weston, hand-
ing him the box.

A moment's breathless wait, daring
which Weston could not resiet lean-
ing out of the cab to watch the flying
messenger,

" 0. K, sir. Party at the door
took it, sir. Where to, sir "

" Around the corner to St. Botolph
Club, as fast a8 you can.”

In his room at the club John
Henry Weston made a lightning
change into his evening clothes
while his heart thundered a hopeful
rat-a-tat-tat,

At the Forbes residence, Nichols
had meantime created a pleasant
excitement by bringing in, just
before he announced dinner, the
mysterious box addressed to Miss
Molly Migtletoe.

“ Beg pardon, Mre. Forbes, but
there's a box here, meant for here
right enough, addressed to Miss Molly
Mistletoe.”

The lady in question, surrounded
by a group of admiring, appreciative
male cousing, blushed furiously.

“ This way, Nichole," laughed Jack
Forbes. " There is only one Molly.”

‘ There is only one Molly Mistle-
toe " dared Moelly with a nervous
little laugh.

“ May I cut the Gordian knot, fair
coz ?" said Jack.

“You may,"” breathed Molly, prayer
fully, hoping that dieaster would not
be forthcoming. She could see Aunt
Marcells, piercing her with her lor-
guette, from the depths of an opposite
sofe.

" Mm-m, lovely I"” exclaimed Jack,
presenting Molly with roses. ' And
the eard—the magic card. I'll per
mit you to read it firat, Molly dear, but
I ingist on & cousinly veck.”

" Molly,” announced Aont Marcella
magniflcently, "' has nothing to con-
ceal ! You may read the gentleman's
name aloud, Molly.”

Molly swallowed an embarrassed
giggle.

" Mr. John
read demurely,

Jack Forbes emitted n
whistle.

" Who,” demanded Aunt Marcella's
staccato voice, " is Mr. John Henry
Weston You told me on the train,
coming up from Washington yester

day, Molly, that you knew no young
men in Bosgton but your cousinse. I
have never heard of My, Weston.”
You haven't? asked Molly
feebly, toying with that gentleman's
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friend of Molly mia's, I'll have him
over right away. Nodoubt he's tear-
ing his bachelor heart to bite at the
St. Botelph.”

Melly's Leart skipped a beat and
then raced off at a frantic gallop.

" Please, Jack | Please don't |" ghe
begged.

But Jack had fled to the telephone.

With celd extremities and a fast
beating heart John Henry Weston
responded to the telephone summons
in the club.

" That you, Weston, old man ?"

“ Yeg."

“ This is Forbes. Say, Westen, we
have a little Southern cousin here.
Torne out she knows you., If you
don't mind a tamily party just beat
it over. We'll hold dinner while
you're running. If you get here in
time you may go in with her. I'll
resign the honor reluctantly. Are
you coming ?"

“Am I coming ? Is Christmas ?"
yelled Weston, as he jammed down
the receiver.

In four minutes and a half John
Henry Weston, without the aid of
a taxioab, was at the Forbes' door.

" Back again, Nichols,” he smiled.
You haven't seen me before this
evening, you know."”

" Certainly not, slr.”

" Am I in time ?" he asked breath-
lessly, as Jack Forbes drew him into
the drawing room.

“ Bure,” grinned Jack. ‘' Molly,
oh !"” he called, “ here's your John
Henry !”

Moelly rose.
the roees.

Slowly she came forward. Twin-
kling and dimpling, and with a charm-
ing nonchalance, she extended her
hand to the palpitating John Henry.

Out of a filial, yet well-trainec
corner of her eye, she noted Aunt
Marcella seated stifly on the sofa,
her lorgnette poised pitilessly upon
them.

“ Allow me to present you to my
aunt and uncle, with whom I live in
Washington.”

* Charmed, Miss Molly,” and John
Henry Weston offered his arm,

Molly led him to the dignified lady
on the sofa.

* Aunt Marcells,” she said, “ this
is Mr. Weston. My aunt, Mrs. Ran-
dolph.”

Weston bowed. N

" Where,” asked Aunt Marcella,
stiffly extending her hand, " did you
meet my niece ?"”’ .

John Henry coughed slightly.

" My firet meeting with your charm-
ing niece was most memorable. She
was dispeneing charity—er—"

“ Ab, yes! Molly has many pet
charities. I can scarcely keep track
of them all.”

At this juncture dinner was once
more announced.

Molly euffered her cousins and her
uncles and her aunts to precede her
to the dining-room,

“

Her cheeks matched

" In the name ot all that is heaven-
ly, tell
Weston.

" Darling !I" murmured Molly.

The arm upon which Molly Mistle- |
tse’s hand rested trembled motice
ably.

" Anogel |” retorted
" But your name—I shall have to |
know if, dearest lady. I will surely
spill the entire situation if you don't |
tell me.”

Molly blushed and withdrew her. |
hand. |

" Molly Darling, at your service.” |

It was John Henry's turn to blush, }

" Molly Darling | Nething, nothing |
in all the world could suit me better, |
unless it might be Molly Mistletoe !” J

" And now—please hurry, they're |
sitting down ; they'll notice we're |
lagging behind. But first, where, oh, |
where, did we meet ? Aunt Marcella
will aek the time, the place and the
opportunity.”

“ Molly Darling, you may trust me
to deal diplomatically with Aunt
Marcella.'

“But where, please, where, Mr.
John Henry Weston, did we really
and truly meet ?"' persisted Molly.

Mr. John Henry Weston affection-
ately caressed the sprig in his
buttonhole.

“ Molly Mistletoe, Molly Darling,
we met by the grace of God at The
Sign of The Mistletoe |"—Mary M.
Finn,

me your name,” begged |
|

John Henry. |
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BISHOPS WILL ISSUE
FIRST JOINT PASTORAL IN U,
IN FIFTY YEARS

The meeting of the Administrative
Committee of the National Catholic
Welfare Couneil will take place at the
Oatholic University of America,
Washington, on or about December |
8, the fenst of the Immaculate Con-
ception, under the able chairman-
ship of Arehbishop Hanna, of San
Francisco, Calif.

This meeting marks one of the
most important epechs in the history
of the Church, in the United States,
for it will be the firet time in nearly
fitty years that the Bisheps of this
counfry are issuing a joint pastoral |
letter concerned with the great |
issues of the day.

So far-reaching will be the deliber
atione and decisions arrived at by this
commiftee at its oconference that
a movement is under way to have all
Catholics in the comuntry - men,
women and children — receive Holy
Communion ler the intentien of the
Bishope, our Holy Father, Pepe Ben
edict XV, and the Cathelic Church

throughout the world, on the Swun. |
| day when the joint pastoral letter nt‘
the Bishops will be read

S.

|

OF UNITY ‘

This movement, it is announced, |

met with universal approval by the |

members of the committee, ths |

and the various ruligiuuqi
| oxders in the Church, and an effort

will be made toreach all Catholics
threughout the country requesting
them to pledge themselves to take
part in this general Communion,

It 18 pointed out that the effect of
this messace from the Bishops of the
United States will be rendered so
much greater by the outpouring of
epiritual ferce consequent upon thig
general Cemmunion of eur Oatholio
people ; and the event will be very
impressive to the whole world ng
o demonstration of the one underly-
ing unity which holds Oatholics
of all degrees together.

This zdministrative committee,
which will meet at the Catholic Uni.
versity, is, in addition to ite pghair-
man, Archbishop Hanna, of San
Franoisco, composed of the following
members : Archbishop Dougherty,
ot Philadelphia; Archbishop Dowling,
ot St. Paul ; Bishop Canevin, of Pitts-
burg ; Bishep Muldoon, of Rookford,
IlL ; Bishop Russell, of Charleston.
8. C, and Bishop Sobrembs, of
Toledo, O. It was organized for the
purpose of conducting the business
of the National Catholic Weltare
Council, in the ivterval between
ite meetings, which are annual. In
its work every important Catholic
interest of a public or general nature
ie provided for, and all Catholic
activities are assured of the immedi-
ate guidance and assistance of the
entire episcopate.

PLANS AND ACHIRVEMENTS

The story of the National Catholic
War Council will ever be of interest,
for no sooner had the United States
declared War in April, 1917, and the
President appealed for the support of
the country, than the A rchbishops of
the United States declared :

“ We, our priests and consecrated
women, and all the flock committed
to our keeping stand reamdy to co-
operate in every way with our
President and our national Govern-
ment. Our people will rise as one
man to serve the nation —for the
preservation and triumph of our
beloved couniry.”

. In August, 1917, & War sonvention
wae called by His Eminence James
Cardinal Gibbons, John Cardinal
Farley and Willian Cardinal O'Con-
nell for the purpose of forming
& national organization to handle
Catholic War activities, and out of
this convention came the National
Catholic War Council, universally
known as the N. C. W, C.

Then came the Knights of Colum-
bus, the great Catholic fraternal
society, which agsumed a foremost
place in the welfare work at the
outset of the World War, laboring in
Uncle Sam’'s camps at home and
abroad, their services “bringing im-
measurable benefits to our boys, sub-
stantial assistance to our Govern-
ment, and reflecting undying credit
upon the organization, its secretar-
ies and officers.”

In the reconstruction, the keynote
of the National Catholic War Coun
cil programme was the epoch-making
pronouncement issued through the
committee on special War activities
by the administrative committee of
Bishops.

Through all its lakors the motto
of the council has ever been: “Whers
will the light of hope and love and
faith once more appear? Where, if
not from the saving sign of the Cross
of Christ ?"—Standard and Times.

CARDINAL MERCIER

SAYS RUSSIA IS THE KEY TO
PEACE SITUATION

London, Nev. 22,—His Eminence
Cardinal Mercier, who stayed two
days in London on hig way homse to
Belgium, gave out to the press an in
terview which contains statements
of the greatest importance. During
the interview the Cardinal gaid :

" I have been away from Belgium
for twoand a half monthe. As you
know, I have been visiting Amerioa,
where my reception was everywhere
most friendly and cordial. When I
left Belgium the work of-reconstruc-
tion was everywhere in progress as
far as the shortage of material and
labor allows. The people are most
glad and anxious to resume work.
Agriculture is agein being taken up
very thoreughly, and the generous
gift by Canada of her horses has en-
abled the farmers to do wonders.

" Industries of all kinds are seek-
ing the fullest activity, but the short-
age of iron, steel and brass—the
Germans stripped us of it all—and
the searcity of machinery is a severe
handicap. We are, however being
generously helped by England and
by the United States in this respect.
My beliet is that Belgium werkmen

| are most willing and ready to work,

and if they are not working it is
only because the means are lacking
Of course the conditions of life are
hard oend foed prices high. The
werking people thought that as soon

A8 peace was restored normal life

would be resumed, and food would
again be good and plentiful. In this
they have suffered disappointment,
and it is only natural, perbaps, that

| sowe of the Socialists and extremists

are talking in terms of Bolsheviem
and thereby causing a certain

amount of unrest,

I'HE RUSSIA

N SBITUATION

"This leads ms Yo mention a matter
of grent and far reaching impartance.
It concers Ruserin I do not wieh to
be thought to be interfering in the
pelitical policy ef the Allies, or of
any one counfry, but I feel it iz my
duly to eay that I bave read with
pain ef the decision to leave Russis.

" There appear to be certain sle
mente—an greup of men—who
reasoning thus: ‘We have dene what
we can for Russin.
some millions of
many valuable lives,

are

Ne have spent | thus emerged into the battle of the
money and lost | werld's life, and it is in revol

has now come when Russia muet take
oare of herself I" Or, in other words
‘We have paia off our debt of honor |
that ie enough !"

“I muset say that 1 take another
point of view. If it was a debt of
honor to endeavor to restore peace
and order in Russis, when is a debt
of honor satisfled—when does it
terminate ?

"It we in Belgium had gaid : ‘We
have made enormous sacrifices for
one year and have suffered grievous
losees — now weé must make a
separate peace, what would have
been the position of the Allies ?
Burely the situation would have
been materially altered. Surely
people would huve said. Belgium
hae failed in her duty !

“In my humble judgment we shall
not and cannot have peace in the
world until we have peace in Russis.
The unrest and disturbances in Bel.
gium, Italy, France and other coun-
tries are traceable to the upheaval
in Russia. All the world over there
is unrest and murmurings, So long
88 this great Empire of Ruseia ig in
the throes o! revolution the disease
will continue to be contracted by
the whole world. It i & constant
danger and menace to the peace
of KEurope mnd to the efforts of re-
construction,

* In my humble opinion the Allies
are in duty bound to continue to sup-
port Koltchak and Denikin, or any
other approved friends or order. All
the Allies should help in this diree.
tion. ,Iftheydo not do so, then as-
surdely Ruesia will fall under the
dominance of Germany. It is to
Russia that Germany looks for her
recuperation. All the wrongs which
Germany has done to Russia will
be forgotten if Germany is left free
to restore order according to her own
ideas and Germany will reap the re-
ward.

‘" As you know, America has gen-
erously taken upon herself to restors
Louvain University, and a committee
representing all the universities of
the world, among whom Oxtord and
Cambridge are notably represented,
have undertaken to furnish the
new Louvain with books, as far as
our lost treasures can be replaced.

" Upon what lines the new Lou
vain and ite reading room will be
built I cannot yet say, but we are
considering the plans and architec-
ture of all the great libraries of
Europe and America. Particularly
do we want help in starting techni-
cal schools of the first order. Only
in the training of our workers in
techneial schoole and of our schol-
ars @it colleges and universities oan
we combat the evils of Bolshevism.
Meanwhile I ghall at all times be
glad to welcome distinguished gchol-
ard and some day—perhaps next
epring or it myy be later next year —

of the centuries which lie immedi.
ately behind us; and to this new
spiritual sense, as every Oatholic
believes, the Oatholic Faith alone
can give the right interpretation and
an enduring satisfaction,”

The Church, however, to be a
guide to the modern world must read
the problems of the modern lite with
& sympathetic spirit, There is to be,
of course, no re valuation of her
essential teachings, because being
divine, they are fit to fill the wants
of all times; but there must be an
accommodation to the temper of the
modern world as far as the latter isg
good, and this in the epiris of St.
Paul, who became all things unto all
men that he might gain all for
Christ. As the Church has from the
beginning consistently fought for
the abolition of slavery, so she will
favor the exaancipation of man from
every yoke that is tnbecoming to his
human dignity. And she will insist
that of all liberties, ‘the liberty of
the children of God' is both the
noblest and the most fruitful of
blessinge.

Is there anything practical in all
this for the ordinary Catholic lay-
man ? There is! The policy of the
Church to be pursued in this recon
struckion period has, of course, to be
defined by the leaders in the Church,
but the rank and flle of Catholics
have an important share in giving
momentum to the policy of the
Church. " Take any period,” says
Father Cuthbert, "in which the
Church has aotively and directly
influenced the world's reconstructive
civilization and it will be found that
side by side with her secular achieve-
went there has been a renewal and
intensifying of Catholic piety, =
keener ardor for the Faith and a
more vitally energizing devotion to
the Person of our Lord and to $he
Church ss Hie mystical body,” Thus
at the present time every Oatholic
man and woman has a means of
enhancing the saving influence of
the Church by renewing and in-
tensifying his or her Catholic piety.
—8. in The Guardian,

————

THE STAR OF BETHLEHEM

O Star above the looming clouds,

O little star so clear and pale,

Your light is shiniag on the crowds

That longed for you in Sorrow's
vale !

Your light's reflected in their eyes,

And in their eyes there is new youth;

Your light on many a sad heart lies,

And warms ite core with love and
truth.

O Star of Hops, you speak in light

Across the epace and through the
dark ;

Your light is mugic. In the night

I may have an opportunity which I

covet of visiting the great universi- |

ties of Oxford amd Cambridge and |

Edinburg and Dublin, which
conferred degrees upon me. I
not tell. Man proposes ;
cleses.”

The Cardinal mentisned an amus-
ing outcome of the flight of the Bel.
Rian refugees to the British Isles. |
" My rlergy in Belgium,” his Emin- |
ence #aid, “tell me that one of the |
con<equences of this sanctuary whioh |
your country affords us is that many
of our small boys have
home to Belgium spsaking English
fluently. Indeed some of them have |
forgotten their Flemish, I am afraid,
and greet their pastor on the street
in this way ; ‘Hey, Canon, I want to
epeak to you!" But this is all for
the good of the Entente.

have |
can
God dis
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THE CHURCH AND
RECONSTRUCTION

Under the above heading the Rev.
Father Cuthbert, 0. S. F. of Oxford,

has a very able artiole in the Novem- |

ber number of The Eecclesiastical
Review. The War has torn down
many idols, and now is the time to
gain allegiance for the true God.
So far, indeed, the result of destruo-
tion has been rather chacs than
order. We are reminded of the days
when, previous to the six days of
oreafion, all the earth was a shape-
lees mass of confusion.

But as then the spirit was moving
over the waters, so now the workings
of the same Spirit are in evidence.
" The aitqution today,” says Father
Cuthbert, " is radically changed from
what it was but a few years past.
The change ie not so much on the
surface of men's conscious thought,
where still the old prejudices and
suspicions linger and will only be
gradually abated ; the change is be-
neath the surface in the passionate
diecontent with the fruitse of a
philosophy of life and its social and
political systeme, which were essenti
ally anti-Catholics and in the new
constructive idealism yet vague and
unformed, which is arising out of
discontent.”

The firet thing atter the anocient
chao¥ of creation was the * Fiat fax"
—let there be light. And this is the
very thing that is first wanted in the
re-making of a shattered world. “ A
reconsfruction,” continues our writer,
" of soeial, political and intellectual
lte on the recognition of the human
soul and its spiritual values is what
the more sincere gearchers are
clamoring for. Thev n ay have but
a hazy and indefinite idea of what
the spiritual values of the soul ave:
but of thie both the industrial
worker and the philesophie thinker ’
are becoming more and more on
scious, that man has a soul and that |
it is ‘not by bread alene ' that a

not man
new epiritual genae

lives A ks

| Their

returned |

| compatible

There comes your message sweetly—
bark !

Peace be to you—ito all whose
will

Is bent before the Babe new-born,

Who, werking, wait and love until

night is changed into

morn.’'

His

Christ knows your weight of woe

and sin,
He sees the burden that you bear ;
Full joy you can not enter in
For strange mists darken earthly
air,
Great happiness you may not know,
Or only for a moment brief,
For 'tie the law for you below
That joy is shadowed close by grief.

But peace you promise, lovely Star;
And peace the angels ging to us.

| In pain your light will shine afar,

Through turmoil peace-bells ring to
ue.
In peace she bore Him for our sake
At Bethlehem—great peace had she.
Peace and good-will, with faith, they
make
On earth a blessed trinity,
~MAURICE FRANCIS EGAN

——

TOUCHING INCIDENT

BOOKS AT CHICAGO

Chicago, Oct. 30.—The Univergity
of Chicago called a special Conven-
tion, the first in ite history, to honor
Oardinal Mercier with the degree of
Dector of Laws. As the program was
being carried out, President Judson
asked for a momentary interruption.
Then President Gunsaulus of Armour
Institute stepped forward and in
eloguence that brought tears to the
eyes of the audience related the be-
reavement that came to the heart of
the Cardinal at the loss of the Library
of Louvain, and in attestation of
abiding love that the University of
Chicago and Armour Institute would
ever have for the cherished Alma
Mater of the Cardinal, Dr. Guneaulus
'produced two priceless volumes, the
proud possession of Chicago. From
the University he gavetokis Eminence
the “ Catholicon of Balbus,” print-
ed in 1542, Only six of these copies
are in existence. From Armour he
gave a first edition of “Euclid.” The
gitt and the manner of the giving stir.
red the Oardinal deeply, and among
the gifts which His Eminence will
bring to Belgium none will be more
welcome than these two precious
books from Chicago

——
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When words were artless and the
thoughts eincere !
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Halt | Who Goes There ? Wilfred Meynell Every
reader of " Aunt Barah and the War ' will
want to read this book, Paper Cover,

60c¢. Each Postpaid

Bessy Conway, By Mrs, James Sadlier.

Hawthorndean. By Mrs, Clara M Thompuson,

Straw-Cutter's Daughter, The, by Lady Fullerton

Merchant of Antwerp, The. By Hendrick
Conscience.

Lady Amabel and the
Elizabeth M. Stewart

A Mesalliance. By Katharine Tynan Lightness
of touch, agrecable and amusing people, a
pretty plot are all here, as always, in & new
novel by Katharine Tynan,

Memorials of Robert Hugh Benson.

Shepherd Boy, By

By Blanche
arre Cornish, Shane Leslie, and other of his
friends, A beautiful tribute to Father Benson
by his friends. The book contains a number of
anecdotes and nites.

" Deer Jane." y Isabel Cecilia Williams, A
simple tale ver: pleasantly told. It is refreshing
in its simple pathos and expression and true
feeling. All who enjoy a clean, wholesome and
stirring tale ought to read “Deer Jane,”

The Honor of the House
and J, L Stahlmann, In the ancient and grim
Palazzo Bordelacqua with its wonderful Roman
gardens, is laid the scen~ of a story of treachery
and loyalty, duplicity ¢nd upright fortitude,
cruelty and wonderful devotion that is
thoroughly Italian in the heights and depths of
human nature that it discloses.

Pioneers of the Cross in Capada. By Dean
Harris. The author deals with the early tribes
of Canada, their mode of living, their habits,
manners and customs; the coming of the
missionary fathers, their labours, trials and
sacrifices, and the martyrdom in the wilderness
of the heroic Brebeuf, Jogues, Lalemant and
Garnier, This is a historieal work having all
the attraction of an epic story
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