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The Priest and the Prisoner.

(By
B M. Clerkaen, in N, Yr Freeman's Journal.)

Sacramento. Oal.
Tbe Freeman’» Journal:
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stranger soon told oh him, and hasty 
relentless consumption claimed him 
for an early, dishonored grave on 
the aide of the bleak hill just be­
yond the walls.

H4s crimes bad driven his parents 
to'" that peace and rest they could 
not know on. earth after they had 
lived long enough to save their boy 
from the rope at the sacrifice of 
their small fortune—and no other 
was left to mourn his fate.

The Chaplain after heroic effort 
was only able to secure from this 
despondent victim of a life of crime 
the response that he did not wish 
to be annoyed about religion simply 
because he sincerely did not feel 
that there was any hope for him 
beyond the grave
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l
the oldest of the Franciscan Fa- : for an airing. Patiently, devotedly, 
thersj a German, as that was the would he trundle that little human 
native language of both. , freight over squares of the city until

The next day, at about the same i both would return fatigued to their 
hour I was again in the restaurant humble home. One of the favorite 
for lunch. After the meal the same spots the old gentleman liked to 
proprietor with whom 1 had spoken visit was the Convent of the Sidters
the day before took a seat at my 
table and we being alone began on 
the topic of his relative's condition. 
He was in a happy frame of mind 
as 1 could readily see by the smile 
that lit his countenance as he re­
lated his story, and not without 
reason, as the sequel will reveal.

According to his fixed determina­
tion he had that very morning call­
ed with his buggy on Father----- , of
the Franciscan Order and taken him

of Mary, where be and his helpless 
little charge had a friend in each one 
of the bisters. Most every Sunday 
aiternoon m good weather he was a 
welcome guest among them.

On the occasion of one of those 
calls and during the usual talk on 
the possibility of the child's recover­
ing, one of the Sisters retired from 
his presence and soon returning 
hauuud him a very small vial; tell­
ing him it contained a little water

to the house of his relative from j from Lourdes that had been brought
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which he himself had just returned 
within the last half hour. He in­
formed me that after the formality 
of introduction he left the priest 
sitting at the bed-side of the patient 
who had for weeks been a victim 
of dropsy in its most virulent forai.

! They were together for what seemed He had been in a space t*Q bours. Then lhe
old Franciscan opened the door and 
called the others of the family into 

There the sick man lay,
and ponder over the life he had led; 
of the crimes he had commi tted with- i the noom 
out cause, but especially the last. . ... . , « .. . . . crying like an infant, and the young
and most horrible ol all that had mBO who releted thc3e facts assured
no justification; the brutal, cold- the teal.s ruBhcd to hls ,„wn eyes 
blooded murder of a helpless^ de-1 he an„ the other„ droppcd 
toneless old man for the money he ^ knecs „ tte sidc fjed.
hoped to secure ana which hls vic-l J , . .
tim did not have. To add to the . 'he hand of bis young bro-
awful horror, was the fact that the ther-m-law the older man thanked 
man he had murdered was a close | =md assmod him he was the cause of 
bosom friend of the prisoner’s father i bnn8nn^ him the first real joy and 
and family from whom he had often 11>eece of mind he had known for
bad the best of advice and offers of I miany many years; that though he
assistance. The thoughts of this j <*ten seemed to be a contented
special crime often haunted him. At ! happy man in life yet it was
the midnight hour he could see that
old, gray head leaning over, pity -and “ *’ ’ “

if only 1
-the subjects 1

îÆ and hoped for somctolng they 

feared X1 ““JT to”^ oT avail bo them, 
ali' ch°cam^ nevertheless, in the very

—rÆS, ^

sorrow depicted on the murdered 
features, and they all but drove him 
to insanity. No, there was no mer­
cy for him, and indeed he felt that 
he must die and be buried forever 
in hell as the only fit compensation 
for that devilish deed.

Do what he might; argue and at­
tempt to persuade as he would; cite 
examples of those whose errors were 
as heinous and still repented yet it 
was the same, sole reply: “Father, it 
is useless; I like you to call and 
talk to me, but when you talk of 
religion, of salvation, you only an­
noy and worry me. I would, there­
fore, prefer that you would not call 
at all if you must persist in talking 

k of hope and of saving a soul already 
damned.

strictly raised in the Catholic Church 
by his good mother in Switzerland, 
ajfter he came out here he had cast 
aside all thought of religion in the 
anxious greed for wealth till he en­
tirely neglected his Church and long

to them by a friend. She advised 
him Vo try it in behalf of the child; 
that ii it did not prove of benefit 
yet it could do no harm. She ad­
vised him to put only a drop or 
two in the child’s food, from time 
to time, as it was scarce and pre­
cious. He took it with many thanks 
promising to act as Void, at the 
same time smiling and giving his 
head a little shake of doubt. Still 
he determined to try and to recite 
the prayers enjoined by the Sisters. 
He begun that night as the little 
fellow eat his evening meal.

This narrative is tit ready long 
drawn out and I must get to the 
end. The old man, a conscientious, 
Christian soul, assured me he religi­
ously and strictly continued to put 
a drop of the water now and then 
into some article of the child’s meal 
and not at every meal least he ex­
haust the precious liquid too soon. 
In two or three weeks, he thought 
he noticed a change for the better 
in his child; it appeared to exhibit 
more life, became more vivacious 
and had a brighter appearance in all 
respects. in another week or more 
he wus surprised one .day to see 
the youngster making an effort to

years ago lost all thought of his1-get out of his chair and he helped

timein "albngllfe, all 
appeared to be contentment

To,-

duty to God and had not known 
what it was to enter a church door.

Still, there was forever, and at 
all times, whatever his life had ‘been, 
some unseen yet ever present power 
that never ceased telling him he was 
not living as he should; that he 
would never realize true happiness 
till he changed his course of living, 
till he returned to the path on 
which his good mother had first di­
rected his young footsteps, back in 
the highlands of his native country. 
And now, as he was about to leave

such 1 l*1'e world, a feeling of horror

plT”' summer’s day. late In the af­
ternoon . ns 1 was about to eloeemy

»• iacnXt ,rouX
StatTand I cannot mako dt pubhc
without Ms permission, He to the 
pastor of a large parish In the In 
tenor and Chaplain ol one of the 
State Prisons, including’ the parish 
He took a seat and we began e 
■chat as we have been well acquaint­
ed for^ long time.
interesting. I noticed that he was 
warm and fatigued, and anticipating 
any question on my part he inform­
ed me ho had just returned from a 
long drive to and from the prison, 
forty-eight miles altogether, 
morning- His story was as

A few weeks before, he had -beard 
cf one of the prisoners, a young 
man. who had been taken to the pri­
son hospital suffering from some com­
plaint that doubtless meant an early 
death; that he was, or should be a 
Catholic.

Father H. called to see him and re­
alized that the prisoner-pattient was 
a physical wreck. He was willing 
enough to listen to encouraging 
words as to possible recovery, etc., 
•but to no suggestion of spiritual aid 
or assistance would 'he give the least 
heed, though admitting ho was born 
a Catholic and educated in that 
faith. • ; , ,

Even the slightest hint tq direct 
his mind toward the life to come 
seemed to irritate and annoy -him, 
and he made no attempt to conceal 
the fact that he preferred any other 
topic of conversation.

The priest visited him' often, and 
in time learned from-fiftn and from 
others of the prisoner» and officers 
that the man’s career had been

Father H. said it was after . , , , _
an interview, the day before, that | ““«* h‘m and though he felt » 
he left the prisoner in the Hospital i “«ded » MPing hand he did not 
cell. Before leaving he could easd- | know how to ask for it till in the 
ly see the man was rapidly grow- I opportune moment his relative had 
tog worse which fact was confirmed brought the priest to his assistance, 
by the physician. So the priest “It was most gratifying to see 
told him How He might be reached this man, in bis day so strong, so 
by phone should hls services be re- robust and lively, now lying there 
guired. in perfect contentment, apparently

“This morning,” concluded Father j satisfied, and happy, after that long 
H-, “I was surprised to receive a call i interview with the priest. He was
on the telephone at an unusually I more like a child who had been
early hour saying I was wanted at • made happy by the gift of a covet- 
t'he prison immediately. I hurried ed toy. He could not find the 
to the livery stable, secured a fast ! proper terms with which to express
team, and in a little over two hours ' his gratitude to the Father.”
w*is at the bed of that dying criminal i As the restaurant man concluded 
He was in possesion of his .^jg story the ’phone at the desk
faculties, and I never saw in hu- j mng. Turning to me he said: 
man countenance the picture of more "Judge, the old man has just died; 
perfect gratitude and anxiety; gra- they had prepared some refreshments. 
titude that lie had survived till 1 and were taking it to him when they 
arrived and anxiety for the opportu- j saw was dying. He passed away 
nity of making his peace with his as quietly and smiling as a child 
Maker. His voice was firm and his dropping to sleep.” 
manner gave evidence of a detennin- i 
ed mind fixed on a purpose which he 
intended to accomplish. He inform- j 
cd me that since my last visit he J 
had thought deep and long on the j 
situation, that he had prayed * •

him to the floor, where he was able 
to s tand by help of the chair ! In 
fine the child took daily exercise 
standing and balancing by the chair 
till it was able to walk about the 
room for short excursions and brief 
periods. In the course of a short 
time he was permitted to make lit­
tle trips into the yard and on the 
sidewalk where he had the aid of 
other children who rejoiced to do 
all in their power to welcome to 
the circle of their games and spoils 
the little chap they had known for 
years to be so harshly afflicted and 
with whom they had so long sym­
pathized and divided their good 
things, and whom they had so long 
visited in a kindly attempt to les­
sen his loneliness. At last he could 
trust himself on his feet and was 
on the high way to strength and 
vigor. To-day, says the happy 
grandfather, he is a boy among the 
boys of his age with every evidence 
that he is permanently cured.

If asked to account for the won­
derful cure this old, happy, grateful 
map only answers, “God is good.”

To those \Vho believe and feel the 
era of miracles has not yet passed 
he tells tbe story of the Water 
L/ourdovS and smilingly asks: “Was it 
the Water?” Then answers his own 
question by “Who knows?

irlr 'Hr rHr
"WAS IT THE WATER CURE

j There is on old man living in Sac- 
God for aid if there was any hope raimento City who s pen us much of 
for such an abandoned wretch as 1 ,^js time asking himself: "Was it the 
bad told him 'there was; that after , Biesstid water that did it?” Nor will 
all 1 had said to him, he was afraid ^ answer his own question affinna- 
to die without seeing me again. I lively or negatively but contents 
put on my stole and sat by his side, j hjmseif with, relating the facts in 

Never did human heart open wid-1 ^jg possession and letting each one 
er, more fully, more sincerely, more jj-termine for himself. He is a con- 
contritely than did that one to me | scientious, good old soul and a firm 
this morning as fie poured out his jn ail He teaches, for He
whole past life amid the most pile- can neither deceive nor be deceived, 
ous and pitiful wailing I had ever rp^c faC(_s run thus: 
heard, as if be cared not did the | ol(i man> now many years
entire living world know his long down the west decline of life, had 
history of iniquities. When through severai ^ and one daughter. The 
he fell to his pillow exhausted, beg- | jat/ter married happily and had one
ging to know if there could yet be 
hope for such a soul as his. When 
be Bad rested a few moments I 
sought to comfort and cheer him 
and, as the doctor had told me on

last sacraments and prepared him i

VUV um.ll D VtVl CCI’ unu >W“ — —-----• — „ 1 j 1 •
hard, a sensational one; limit ho hud my arrival that the man ““Id live 
long been a criminal, though yet but; a short ^administered too
young in years. He had been 
prisoner before for -other ‘felonies : for death 
but now had a life-sentence to serve 
for the 
tutes, and

serve wvu. «.j ------------- -
highest crime on the stir- I began to read the Office for 
and for which he barely Dead. When for the first time

child, a little boy. When the little 
one was but a year and a half old 
the mother died, leaving the father to 
care for the infant. Tihe grandfa­
ther took' as much interest in its 
care as did the father, and with the 
aid of an old housekeeper, for the 
grandmother had died long before the

- -------- . , daughter, the ill-favored -babe did
With my eyes bent over the book j iwt xvant fol. the slightest attention.

The baby was unfortunately born, 
coming into the world burthenerl

escaped thu hang-man’s, halter looked -into his face with the „ ' with spinal trouble which gave pro-
through the influential power of his still trembling^on^ my pw> j m,jst, to be of permanent duration.

***'" ^ The young, devoted father did notfamily’s friends and the leniency of ' with the merest sigh closed his eyes 
a Governor who had hesitated dan- in death.
gerously near the hour of execution 

At last, peace and quiet from the 
excitement of his dissipated life, 
hard labor in tbe rock-crusher, and 
mayhap, the awakening of that con­
science so long stilled and dormant, 
caused his torturned nature to rebel. 
The worn system drooped, the pal­
sied strength refused bo respond to 
the laborious exactions of the inex­
orable demands of the law of the 
State, hard* wearing and wearying 
work to which he had ever been a

Yes, 1 am fatigued after the ride 
and experiences of the day, but, oh, 
what priest would not" be in such a 
cause? At times 1 almost feared 
he would persist and hold out in his 
despondency till It would be too 
late.”

•W* *f4* 44*

NOT QUITE TOO LATE.

One day after lunch at my restau­
rant one of the proprietors, an old- 
time friend, took me aside and in­
formed me that his brother-in-law, 
a native of Switzerland, and an old 
man, who resided in one of the sub­
urbs of the city, was very sick, that 
he, the speaker, had just been out 
to see him; that the old man was a 
Catholic, but bad not been in a 
church for forty or fifty y*ars and 
that in hie talk that morning, he, 
my informant, had spoken of haying 
a priest call to see him, to which 
the ailing man had positively and 
firmly objected. When it was per­
sisted in he suggested that it be 
■deferred till Monday as the c>eW 
-were too busy on Si^urdoy. (Our 
nvwnwrsation was on Friday and the 
^ had promised to take
a priest there the next day, Satur­
day. ) He asked my advice as to 

■’til of the priests in the aty R 
, teat to take, and I Suggested

STRANGE.
Does it not seem strange that the 

man who can spend dollars for 
drinks and cigars every day in the 
week cannot find ten cents for 
ligion on Sunday?

That the woman who can describe 
all the new bats and dresses 
church cannot see the almsbox, no 
matter liow large?

That the man who never gives 
cent to the church fund always finds 
t.he most fault about *th-3 manner 
in which it is distributed?

That the pastor who does his full 
duty to God is unpopular with many 
of his parishioners?

That people will pay high prices 
for a seat in the theatre, -but 
ways steal one in the churcn when 
they can?

That our young men will assume 
barroom attitudes at devotion and 
take on photographic postures in the 
parlors of their young lady friends?

That people will buy boxes and 
high-priced seats at a theatre whom 
nothing could induce to rent a seat 
in church?

That persons who are always 
pressing their employers for larger 
salaries expect their pastors to live 
on good wishes and the grace of 
God?

That parents who never attend 
their religious duties expect their 
children to become model Christians?

That many of the men who wor­
ship in the rear of the church and 
block the entrance are always found 
in the front scats at places of amuse-
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class, artistic > printing. We 
offer to those requiring such 
work, quick and correct ser­
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the patronage of our readers
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PROMPTLY SECURED!
We solicit the business of Manufacturers,
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ST. ELMO RESTAURANT

Corner McGILL and RBC0LL8T 
A. B. Finlayson. Proprietor.

Now is the time for a good hot Dinner ana not 
only hot but the best 35c meal in tbe City. Givi 
us • call lots of room..
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* HAVING DESIGNS 
ENGRAVINGS DONE 

■ SHOULD•APPLY • TO

LA PRESSE PUB.,CO,
PHOTO EINC., DEPT.,

L EXPERT ILLUSTRATORS. 1
Engravers to the'TRuc.witness I

r-\ o -r r c. a l J
Province of Quebac, District of 

Montreal. No. 2207. Superior 
Court. Ernest Fellay, plaintiff, vs. 
Dame A. S. Honan, defendant. On 
the 28th March, 1908, at ten 
of the clock in the forenoon, at the 
domicile of the said defendant, No. 
4029 Dorchester st, in the Town of 
Westmount, will be sold liy autho­
rity of Justice, all the goods anti 
chattels of the sa-id Defendant, seiz­
ed in this cause, consisting of house­
hold furniture, etc. Terms cash.

J. X. PAUZE, B. S. 0.
Montreal, 26th March, 1907.

Tenders for Steel Plates and Shapes
TENDERS addressed to the under­

signed at Ottawa and endorsed on 
the envelope “Tender for Steel 
Plates and Shapes, Sorel,” will be 
received at the Department of Mar­
ri ne and Fisheries, Ottawa, up tft 
noon of the i„

SIXTH DAY OF APRIL NEXT, 
for the furnishing of about seven 
hundred and fifty tons of Steel 
Plates and Shapes required at the 
Government Shipyard at Sorel, P» 
Q.

Specifications and detailed informa­
tion can be obtained from the De­
partment of Marine and Fisheries, 
Ottawa, from Mr. G. J. Desbarats, 
Director of the Government Ship­
yard at Sorel, and from the Agent 
of the Department of Marine and 
Fisheries, Montreal, P.Q.

Each tender must be accompanied 
by an accepted cheque on a chartered 
bank, for the sum of $1.500.06 to 
the order of the Minister of Marine 
and Fisheries. This cheque will be 
forfeited if the party whose tender 
is accepted declines to enter into & 
contract to deliver the Steel Plates 
and Shapes, or fails to carry out 
the contract. If the fonder is not 
accepted the'cheque will be returned.

The Department does not bind it­
self to accept the lowest or any 
tender.

Newspapers copying this advertise­
ment without authority from the De- 
pnrtmcntâwill not be paid.

F. G0URDEAU.
Deputy Minister of Marine and 

Fisheries.
Department of Marine and Fisheries,

Ottawa, Canada, 16th March, 1908.

Vatican Concert Hall.

survive his wife very long, the 
grandfather thus inheriting, the ob­
ligations of the cares and respons­
ibilities of an attempt to supplant 
the places made vacant by the death 
of the youthful parents. The love 
-the old man had divided between his 
daughter and son-in-law was now 
concentrated on and applied -to the

a cnccrt hall ha. toen built to 
nh^cÎaVand L*«*is of ito-city toe Vatican Gardens, which Is to be 
P ^ invoked in an effort to see devoted to sacred concerts only. The

could be done to hall did not cost a cent to the Va- 
effect a cursor relief. Still he con- tican authorities, as Brother Damas- 
t n^ed ln an unabated effort to do eus, Prefect of toe Pious Schools, 
bv toleLce what nature had left to- raised tbe money necessary for it.

bttol, which is named the Pius 

reinforced bv new authorities fn the Hall in honor of the present Pope.
world were consulted, was dedicated a few days ago, when 

SEEKS h^T^could af- Matotnc Ptooei ^ve Ms Jet per- 
ford no relief, hold out no dfmsola- Mwm. of Ms new work, in
tton for the future ^^ M^iy member of the Roman nobil- 
oontinued to sit in his mg .. «itfctided the performance, but‘to ‘^'V/comptoto S ri ^tf^CatoiLr^tolates

rJ?sÆæ “oS k'ss.*1 a cerem^“

S^^oout8 lo^T, &£ to°wM
'^ tto^less'^ng fallow out public Will be admitted by special 

in the baby carrte»e (or exercise and ticket.

WHEN YOU BUY FLOUR
it i, just as easy to get 
the BEST as to get the 
next best.
The most skilful baking 
can't make good bread 
out of poor flour, but any 
housewife by using

pupiry
FLOUR

can bake bread that will 
come from the oven 
JUS? RIGHT.
If you want “more bread 
and better bread,” bake 
with Purity Flour. Try 
it to-day. At all grocers.

THIS IS 
THE 

LABEL

See that H 

beg or barrel

WESTERN CANADA FLOUR MILLS CO.
Limited

Mills at Wiftnraa, Godbrich add Brandon

,•/ .


