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The Grasshoppers.

Dominion Entomologist Dy, .Jas. I'letcher, ac-
companied by the Rev. Mr. Burman and Chief
Clerk McKellar, made a careful investigation into
the present condition of the g asshoppers in this
Province during the first week of July. They
visited the districts from Rosenfeld Junction to
Morden and Rosebank, from IFairfax to Hartney,
and from Sewell and Douglas, south to Stockton.
Grasshoppers in considerable numbers were found
at all points visited, and, as a general thing, they
are in greater numbers (Il wn last season, but the y
) do not seem to have de veloped as early as last yvear,
and owing to the luxuriant vegetation this year,
the perceptible damage done is comparatively small.
Of course, all the grasshoppers are not the voracious

tocky Mountain locust, but almost everywhere
specimens of the two worst varieties were found,
and at one point, near Fairfax, ne: wrly all the hoppers
were the sprefus, the worst v: ariety of migratory
locust. In every case they were found to have
hatched out on stubble land left over for summer-
fallow, and from these fields were attacking the
Crops.

In some localities little or no effort has been
made to fight them, but in others effective work
was heing done by the use of Paris green, and by
its use crofe-wvere this year being saved, where last
vear everything had been swept bare by these
insatiable pests. After testing many ways of
applying the poison, those that were most suc.
cessful had adopted the following plan: One pound
of Paris green and one pound of salt was thoroughly
mixed with about half &4 barrel of pure fresh horse
manure, and this bait dropped in bits about the size
of a hen’s egg along the borders of the crop.  Bran
has been generally recommended for (his use, btit it
is claimed that the horse manure was even more
tempting to the hoppers, and has the extra ad-
vantage of being cheaper. Where this toothsome
bait had been used, millions of hoppers had ‘¢ hit
the dust,” and the furrows were lite rally filled with
their festering carcasses.

Dr. Fletcher urges all farmers in infested distriets

» plow all their stubble land this fall or early next

spring as the surest preventive of a further plague
of grasshoppers.

The Cowboy and the Range.

However entrancing to the tenderfoot the pro
fession of cowboy may seem.it takes some tire betore
the raw recruit becomes the matured expert.  Iew
of them withstand the vicissitudes of.the weather
beyond the age of forty, the stiffening of the joints
with rheumatism, due to exposure, causing them to
quit the saddle for the small farm or ranch. The
remuneration is not big, running about $:35 a month
and board, the employee furnishing his own saddle
and bedding. the employer the horse.
fencing  of  the

llwgmdual
ranching country is tending to
abolish the long drives of olden days. In those
times a greenhorn could lose big money for his
cmployer,
hipping

especially if driving a heef herd to a
point. sudden movements or poor general
Iti]) l('l)l“llg to unsettle a4 drove of cattle w|!lit'k1_\'
with the consequence that thev would be uneisy
md ready to stampede at amoment’s notice, et
teh happen and a few hours’ ran would melt off
heel enough to mean a difference of hundreds of

tollars in a short time in 4 herd.  Should cattle bhe
Wlined to go the wrong divection, the expert coyw
never rides up to the leaders to tien then ofl
he did so a stampede ora tirning bick into the
vl of those Teading would vesult. with ereat con
an le\lw;nf, he vides ont at Vgl 4 T
thee, and then gradoaally won Lo W j 1t
leaders see him, whee e pined
n the dirvection Pereprg e
voof the ranchier 1 th
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s, inv esting their w: ages in a tew head
from time to time, and then let them out to a fr iend,
until after a few vears they had sufficient eattle to

life as cowboys

What Shall the Harvest Be?

WHERE ARE THIS (,\ BORKRS?

render them independent enough to become Plwis s mdeed ascountry of - extremes - iron
ranchers themselves. (ireat Britain has furnished "' ' coldo mom wet 1o div—last season A s
a large number, some of whom had considerable 'Y iU Crop failure, this yvear o crop sa big and
money, which they generally lost, owing to in- S0 heavy that we don't know how to handle it
experience, a result that gave rise to the ranchman's Vel throueh e COnntry . mrrom east to west
adage ‘‘that a greenhorn had to lose his money ! front morth o south, amd evervwhere the
before he could make it!" The gradual disappear- MM wWonderiullusuriant wrowth s 1o e seen
ance of the cowboy can be looked for as the country There is some patehiness and some  light crops
settles up. More people are coming into the \West, of oats, but almost everywhere the wheat is im
consequently more fencing and small ranches, until ™Mense. The Tavmers have worked late carly,
ranching becomes a level everyday business and less V¢ SOWH evers hushel  of e they coiild pro
of a speculation. In the past, and at present with cire. and cevery available aere of land, o order
many, even ranching is a speculation on the weather I possible, (o ke up for last year's  failure
and the amount of feed on the range. If a mild  Perhaps we farm too much in this westorn coun
winter and plenty of feed is there, the profits are Ly but we simply can't help it - in (he spring
big : if the reverse, the losses are heavy.  The the ozone gets into the blood and we st have
tendency is more and more to cultivate some land Lo RO sonie. But onceor (wo men with four-lhoprse

and grow feed for the cattle, horses and sheep. . teams can put in-a denl more Crop than
through the winter : and this. although meaning take off, ind (he
greater expense, will ensure the profits being regular.  witl

{hey can
harvest s in sight, and oven
most favorable weathep
hands will he

conditions  extra,

. : ) o . ) required. The  Manitoba Depart-
I'he (l'ﬂp (Oll(llllﬂllS of the West. ment o Agriculture estimates (ot from 15,000

the crop conditions throughout the wheat- -grow- Lo 20,000 men will e required,  and it | SngX~
ing sections of the West could not well be better. Dreted that e railway companies will do theie

share ar i \ 2 .
The seed went in in good time into soil that was e Loward bringing in the necessary help by

- . : offering cheap rafvs o harvest hands :
fairly moist, and although the month of May was _ l i, LB From past
¢ li ] 1 I | . 4 ) experience with the harvestors excursions, near
exceedingly dry, there was ample moisture in the Iy S0 g oot . of those coming  femain i the
soil to prevent any setback to the growing crop. In Couniey and ok up Lond. Arrangements should
fact, in many localities, had the growth been more | made carly Tor the harvesters” excursions, and
advanced when the Jumee rains came the crops  every eflfort nade to secure the requisite number,
would have become far too rank. As it is, there is Slowly but nevertheless  surely,  the system of
promise of a big crop of straw,and taking the whole ']-" g s "“""‘»tlml‘.‘ the  necessity ’Ill seeding
= % . town to prass IS LN TOre L0 Il 4 YR J
country into consideration, never in the history of : cing more  generally  recog
nived, and with the prass will come the stocel,

the West were the prospects brighter for a record-

the fenced field, and gradually o more vstematic
breaking crop of wheat. At this writing theweather

method of maxed farminge, with the ficld of labor
is perfect, and with a continuance of bright, sunny,  more evenly disteibated throughont, § e vear, and
clear, windy weather, the straw will stiffen and the less anxiciv will then he felt as to what shall
filling and ripening \\l“ not be too long delayed the haeseest e 2

Wheat is almost universally the best ¢ rop this year,
oats being more uneven in germination and more

The Improvement of the Golden Hoofed.
patchy in stand.

This crop suffered badly in many s
localities from the cutworm grub,and doubtless some
of the failure is attributed to sowing heated or dam
aged seed.  Speaking of seed oats, there was quite a
furoreover thelow percentage of germination of some
Western oatslast spring, but farmers who sowed both
Western (\lberta) and home-grown seed, tell us that
the former, although much slower in germinating,
was by July Ist a much better stand.  On this point
we shall be glad to hear from those who have experi-
ence with the Alberta oats.

sheep industey in the West s
loolime ot the maltter from one

declining,
standpoint, viz
the desire of so siny

OMW L ul;«-l-[; to sell out,

ad o into o eatt e A5 s the ease when extremoes
tdeadimg happen heep are woing up steadily in
vitlue, and hold ont very  oood prospects to the
person whoo will tay with  them In this con

nection it miteresting to note the satisfactory
wWork heimg done wder the ofliciont i
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The rains will help the Y O e of the Canadian
. ' wWoest Land and Raneh ( Wil
oal crops greatly, and the yield may yet be large, sk wnpd Bamel Coo, Wit
S . . L . Corin [k W hien (T
Barley is mostly grown for feed and used as a clean
. X 1 P Lo brod v . C shee
ing crop, sown late on the dirtiest land, and should ok otd orosixctimes the nimber of sheep
. . - & ity oot } i
serve this year both objects well. ! “epudy el L

coentleman 111 (que tion

prolit were il I el the

PO bt e ey f the (lock wa reduced Lo 1,000

inhreeding dorye awn with and  raans of

ad rnutton Torme used, with the p sl et the
vereht ol the vearlnw Wl b b T T AR |
The wet fadl of 1900 encouraged the growth of  rom 900 Ths (0 137 11 apiece The

The much-talked-of spelt is, so far as we have
seen, not doing very well. Perhaps this is too favor-

able a season for it.
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bluebur, ete, that are annuals, with the o

facnlty of adapting théinselves to stand the winter

weeds on the summer-fallows, and many of these, tock were Merimo - grades Trom
such as stinkweed, shepherd's-purse,
| opshive Dlood, with resualls as men
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when conditions favor, have made vigorous growth

TR iy 1O e with
on fallows that were not plowed or cultivited Lite in
the fall or early this spring before sowing.

In the Dauphin and Swan River districts, as well

Good Prospects at Indian Head Experi-
v~ in Northern Alberta, there has been an excess of

mental Farm.

moisture, bt these newer sections are wonderfully il | T ¢ g Il I
recuperiative, and we expect the harvest results will [rer i I " 11 it
how 1nost JIi\]fH'IHI”},, (W LT | ard
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