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The Grasshoppers.

Dominion Entomologist Dr. .las. Fletcher, 
companied by the Rev. .Mr. Borman and 
Clerk McKellar, made a careful investigation into 
the present condition of the grasshoppers in this 
Province during the first week of July. They 
visited the districts from Rosenfeld Junction to 
Morden and Kosebank, from Fairfax to Hartney, 
and from Sewell and Douglas, south to Stockton. 
Grasshoppers in considerable numbers were found 
at all points visited, and, as a general tiling, they 
are in greater numbers than last season, hut they 
do not seem to have developed as early as last year, 
and owing to the luxuriant vegetation this year, 
the perceptible damage done is comparatively small. 
Of course, all the grasshoppers are not the voracious 
Rocky Mountain locust, but almost everywhere 
specimens of the two worst varieties were found, 
and at, one point, near Fairfax, nearly all the hopp 
were the sp reins, the worst variety of migratory 
locust. In

life as cowboys, investing their wages in a tew head 1 
irom time to time, and then let them out to a friend, 
until after a few years they had sufficient cattle to 
render them independent enough 
ranchers themselves. Great Britain has furnished 
a large number, some of whom had considerable 
money, which they generally lost, owing to in
experience, a result that gave rise to the ranchman’s 
adage “ that a greenhorn had to lose his
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before lie could make it !” The gradual disappear
ance of the cowboy can he looked for as the country 
settles up. More people are coming into the West, 
consequently more fencing and small ranches, until 
ranching becomes a level everyday business and less 
of a speculation.
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many, even ranching is a speculation on the weather 
and the amount of feed on the range. If a mild 
winter and plenty of feed is there, the profits 

it the reverse, the losses are heavy, 
tendency is more and more to cultivate some land 

, . . , eveiT case they were found to have and grow feed for the cattle, horses and sheep
hatched out on stubble land left over for summer- through the winter : and this, although meaning 
tallow, and from these fields were attacking the greater expense, will ensure the profits being regular.
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of I ar.s green and one pound o salt was thoroughly advanced when the Jmt*. rains came the
mixed with about halt A, barrel ot pure fresh horse would have become far too rank 
manure, and this bait dropped in hits about the size 
of a hen’s egg along the borders of the crop. Bran 
has been generally recommended for Ibis use, but it 
is claimed that the horse
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As it is, there is
promise of a big crop of straw,and taking the whole 
country into consideration, never in the history of 
the West were the prospects brighter for a reeord- 

manure was even more breaking crop of wheat. At, this writing the weather 
empting to the hoppers, and has the extra ad- is perfect, and with a continuance of bright, sunny 

vantage of being cheaper. Where this toothsome clear, windy weather, the straw will stiffen and the 
iait had been used, millions of hoppers had “hit filling and ripening will not he too long delayed 

the (lust, and the furrows were literally filled with Wheat is almost universally the best crop (hi 
tieir estering carcasses. oats being more uneven in germination and

Dr. Fletcher urges all farmers in infested districts patchy in stand. This crop suffered badly in 
to plow all their stubble land this fall or early next localities from the cutworm grub,and doubtless 
spring as the surest preventive of a further plague of the failure is attributed to sowing heated or dam 
of grasshoppers.
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I moreover the low percentage of germination of some 
Western oatslastspring.lmt farmers who sowed both 
W «stern (Alberta) and home-grown seed, tell us that 
the former, although much slower in germinating, 
was by July 1st a much better stand. On this point 

Few we shall he glad to hear from those who have experi
ence with tlie Alberta oats.
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However entrancing to the tenderfoot the pro

fession of cowboy mayseem.it takes some time before 
I lie raw recruit becomes the matured expert, 
ol them withstand the vicissitudes of Abe weather 
beyond the age of forty, the stiffening of the joints 
with rheumatism, due to exposure, causing them to 
quit the saddle tor the small farm or ranch. The
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serve this year both objects well.
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The much talked-of spelt is, so far as we have 
seen, not doing very well. Perhaps this is too favor
able a season for it.
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