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THE BOYS AND GIRLS
Manners in Society No. 6

Winn we make a call ii|>on a Iricn I, 
we should speak to each person in 
the room when we enter and when wc 
leave, hnt at a parly or other formal 
gatheiing it ia not necessary to lake 
leave of anv except the host and 
hostess, to whom we must also speak 
as soon as we arrive.

A gentleman should allow a lady 
to pass through a door lieiore him, 
holding it open lor her. We ought 
not to pass 111 Imnt of others il we 
can go behind them ; but if it is 
necessary to do so, wc should ask 
them to excuse us.

A gentleman should go upstairs be­
fore a ladv, and behind her coming 
down, taking care not to step on her

It is often our duty in society to 
introduce persons to each other, and 
a c should studv to do this grace­
fully. We should introdme a gentle­
man to a ladv, saying, 'Mr. Walker, 
Miss White," if we use this simplest 
form of introduction. We should in­
troduce a younger person to an older.

Wc should be thoughtful to intro­
duce strangers to each other, at the 
table and elsewhere, before they 1 ave 
time to feel awkward at not being 
able to speak, and we must pronoumc 
the names distinctly. It is also nice 
to give a start to conversation by 
saying, “My friend, Mr. Stewart, of 
Toronto, Miss Jordan, our minister's 
daughter."

No one should make himself con­
spicuous in company by loud talk or 
boisterous laughter

We must not interrupt one who is 
speaking and must pay attention to 
remarks addressed to ourselves or the 
company in general, even if we are 
not interested. A good listener is as 
welcome in society as a good talker.

When anyone is reading aloud, play­
ing or singing, we ought to give him 
the same close attention we would 
wish to receive if we were in his 
place. Talking or moving aliout at 
such times is unpardonable rude.

It is ill-bred to contradict, and cs 
pcciallv if the person lie older. If a 
person savs the meeting was on Wed­
nesday, when it was really Thursday, 
it is not our place to embarrass tiie 
speaker bv setting him right, when it 
is of no importance.

We should not open and read letters 
in company, unless it is necessary, 
anil then we should ask to be excused 
for doing so.

It is .1 common saving that people 
unused to society do not know what 
to do with their hands and feet. The 
best direction that can be given is to 
do nothing I.el them take easy 
positions of themselves and think no 
more alx.ut their. Drumming with 
the fingers on tables or chairs or 
rocking rapidly back and forth is 
oltcn verv annoying to other people 
and makes them nervous

We ought to lie willing in companv 
to contribute our share to the general 
entertainment. It games arc proposed, 
unless there is some good reason for 
our doing so, it is not polite to de­
cline taking part. It is much more 
the part of good manners to enter 
heartily into the amusement of the 
hour, ami do our best V* make it a 
success. It is this spirit of readiness 
to help on things that makes useful 
members of society, and the more 
earnestly boys and girls cultivate it,

the more fit they will be for their 
duties as citizens.

*
Giving Him a Show

Old Farmer Brownlee was moving 
slowly across his lug onion field. He 
xx as i-n his hands and knees, and his 
head was lient low so that his near 
sighted eves could distinguish the 
weeds among the tiny, upright onion 
points Noxv and then lie raised him 
sell xxearilv His back was too old 
and rheumatic for such work, and In- 
wished that one of his bovs had 
chosen to lie a farmer instead of a 
business or professional man. When 
at home they hail taken all siuh work 
as this from him, but now the last

one of them was packing his trunk 
lor the city, and hereafter he must do 
Ins oxxn chores and onion weeding. 
Well, lie would not complain ; the 
boys had bettered themselves, and 
that was what he most desired.

When he reached the end of the row 
he straightened his shoulders xx ith a 
sigh of relief. Then a look of sur­
prised inquirv came into his face. He 
thought lie knew everv boy in the 
neighborhood but there from the 
topmost rail of his zigzag fence, a 
ragged, unknoxvn boy of twelve or 
thirteen was regarding him earnestly 
As lie looked up the boy grinned con- 
ciliatingly.

“What is them things you're so 
careful alaiut tendin', mister ?" he

Farmer Brownlee's face darkened. 
The idea that any one could lie so 
ignorant as not to recognize growing 
onions never entered his head.

None "I your sass, box, he said 
angrily. An' just suppose you git 
doxvn 'ifi that feme Fust you know 
there'll lie a rail broke, or suthin."

The I my sprang nimbly to the 
ground, but it was on the inside >1 
the feme and not on the outside, as 
the 1 dil man had intimated.

•I'd like awfully well to know 
what they lie, mister," he said, as lie 
bent doxvn to examine the green, 
needle-like points. “I've been watch­
ing vim a long time, an' s'pose likely 
they're some extra fine posies, you're 
so careful of 'em But sav, if you 
don't mind, I'd like to trv a rnxv of 
'em across. I b'lieve I can do it " 

The look of anger on Farmer 
Brownlee's face became one of as­

tonishment A boy anxious to weed 
onions, and not "know what they 
were '■ —two phenomena that made 
him almost speechless His boys had 
always lieen willing to do the work 
for him, blit lie could not remember 
that either of them had ever seemed 
anxious for the job.

“Not—know—onions ' Well, that 
beats me ! " Then a quizzical look 
came into his face. “I d' know s 1 
mind you goin’ across an back I'll 
sit under this tree an sort o' keep an 
oversight. You must lie careful an' 
not pull up any onions An' say," as 
the hoy dropped on his knees astride 
one of the rows, “you haven't told 
me your name yet, nor where you

“Bob Cooper, an' I'm one of the
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