THE COMMERCIAL

l]uuumrlu— oo all matters
lm Tnding
e Ru)

The recogntze
pertatuin
e 1Avlunl1

Twentieth \r' ar of Publication,
ISSUBD EVERY SATURDAY.
St n,.m--.. - lnumln and the United
per annum In adva
ke G0 pald: other countries,
in advance.

Changes
<hould e
worning.

stops

for or
In not |-n~r than Thursday

pirporting: 1o ibe sewy
) the

s aal, will ot be i

“Oflice 210 MeDermot 8t

Telephone 224
D, W. BUCHANA
Publisher.

The Cowmercial
wneh larger circeulat b
ness community of the vast region ly
totween Lake * Superfor and the Pacit
coast than nn{ other ‘paper In l'nnmlu‘
The Commere

alnly enjoys n very
0 an

t ading wholesale,  commie
mulmhulllrluu and financial houses
-l Fastern Canada.

WIN

1PEG, OOT, 26, 1901,

BUY AT HOME,

A prominent Winndpeg retall mer-
chant made an appeal a short time
» through the daily press to  the
people of the clity to patronize thelr
home industries in the way of retall
stores and not to send thelr money
vnst for goods which can be bought
Just as cheaply and as well at home,
It 48 a regrettable fatt that a great
teal of this sort of buying is done by
the people of not only Winnipeg but of
il Western Canada.  In the busy fall
and Christmas seasons when money Is
plentiful and the great bulk of the
shopping is done It Is no uncommon
thing for orders ranging in value from
% up to $150 and $200 to be sent to
Toronto or Montreal from people lIving
in Manitoba or the Territories, and or
ders for smaller amounts than the
above are quite numerous. These pur-
chuses are mostly made on catalogue
(uotations and cover almost every line
of goods worth mentioning. The con-
sequence i3 that western merchanis
both In the city and country are rob
bed of Just so much budness which
legitimately belongs to them. The ag-
wravaung feature of all this Is that the
'r gains nothing at all by the mail
order business and {s more often than
not a loser. It stands to reason that
goods bought from catalogue are far
lesn likely to prove satisfactory than
when the purchaser has had a chance
4 examine them for himself before
buying. It very often transpires that
the article is not what it appeared to
e In the catalogue and could have
bought at home for less money.
A v cends gained on one article will
not make up for the overcharges which
usually made on others in a long
r and inferfority in the goods often
luces what appeared to be a saving
o a  positive  loss. And  when
the purchaser takes Inte consid-
cration the fact that the local store-
keeper whom he has passed by in the
liour when he has a little ready cash
to spend has perhaps carried him In
more than one season of adversity the
ey of arguments against this un-
patriotic practice s about complete

In conclusion it may be sald that if

irrent reports are to be belleved the
retall merchanta themselves have not
a1l been perfectly free from this objec

mable practice and some of them set
thelr customers a very bad example
I this respect. We know of one man
“ho 18 at the head of a large dry goods
lusiness In Winnipeg who habitually
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places his personal clothing orders
with eastern tallors and who has been
known to declare that the is not a
tailor in Winnipeg who can make a
decent suit of clothes. Of course such
statements are very far from being
ahe case and betray a most lamentable
want of patriotism and consistency on
the part of that particular man. As a
matter of fact this city has just as
good tallors as can be found anywhere
in the cast and while the shops may
not be so handsomely fitted up the
quulm of the work they turn out wiil
pare more n favorably with
anything ¢he east can produce. From
this it will be seen that even in trad
Ing circles there are some erroneous
ideas which will have to be exploded
before the retail merchant of the west
will fully come Into his own

IAL ESTATE
ONS,

The real estate men and loan com
panies of Western Canada have ex-
perfenced a welcome change in  the
conditions surrounding thelr business
during the past two or three years in
the fact that whereas before it was a
most difficult ¢hing to find purchasers
for farm and city property at any
price. to-day the difficulty seems to be
to find property for the purchasers
who are flocking Into the country. This
as probably been the largest year In
the history of the business so far as
transfers are concerned and in every
respect the real estate business of the
country is in better shape than for o
long time. Cholce resldential propenty
in the city has met with ready sale
throughout the ir and the loan com
panies have taken advantage of the
opportunity ¢o unload much of the
property  they have been carrying
since the depression of several years
ago. They have made the prices of this
property so reasonable in many cases
that 4t pays householders better to buy
than to continue renting or build for
themselves. For the most part loan
companies have been inclined to dls-
courage building lately as they would
rather give a man a good bargain on
some of the houses they hold for sale
than lend him money with which to
build a new place. Most of the pur-
chases of Winnipeg real estate male
this year have been decided bargains
80 far as prices go. Many of the ald
houses which have changed hands have
been thoroughly overhauled and mod-
ernized and there Is a declded Impro
ment to be noted in the residential
propentiea of the city.

CHEAP COAL.

One of the features of the fuel
trade of this country is the growing
demand for the lgmite coal which
©comes from the vicinity of Estevan
in Southeastern Assinibola. It is now
quite a number of years since this
coal was first rendered accessible by
the extension of the Sourls branch of
the Canadian Pacific Rallway to Es-
tevan, and during most of those years
it has been steadily growing In favor
especially with the consumer in rural
parts of Manitoba, untll to-day it ds
one uf the most lmportant fuels on
our list.  The quality of the coal has
not always been satisfactory but with
increased knowledge of the veins, bet-
ter handling facidties and more suit-
able stove grates it has reached a de-
gree of satisfactoriness with the or-
dinary consumer which ensures a
steady demand for the coal in future.
The price, $1.60 per ton for car lots
@t the mine, Is low when compared
with other fuels, as on this basis it
ocwn be delivered to the consumers in
Winnipeg for $4.50 per ton. This is

the actual price uf the coal here t
day.

It Is fortunate for the people of this
country that we have such a supply
of cheap coal convenlent to our mar-
kets, as there 48 no doubt but that &
has some effect én holding down the
prices of other fuels. The Pennsylva-
nia anthracke and bituminous coal
flelds are wwned by one of the most
spotlc monopolies on this continent
ind & might be expected that were it
not for the presence «. extensive coal
Meds in the prairie reglons of both the
United States and Canada which ren-
der the settlers €0 some extent inde-
pendent of that source of supply
there would be no mercy shown in re-
gard to the Orice of coal. As it Is
the price I8 kept just as high as the
competition of western oal will per-
mi.  On this side of the boundary
there is good reason Lo expect that as
time goes by our own fuel resources
will be more and more exploited, un-
tl the coal of the Pennsylvania
monopoly will be practically shut out
altogether,
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WINNIPEG BANK CLEARINGS

Returns for the Winnipeg Clearing

House for the week ending Thursday,

show as follows

Week ending Oct. 24, 1401

Corresponding wesk, 1900

Corresponding  week, 1N,
The mouthly totals are ta lulluv«n

s

m-mm s

3 T
n mmw
10,869,925

|
Totals $100,000,702 §107.786,814

FINANCIAL NOTES.

W. Macdonald, accountamt of the
Impecial  Bank's  Edmonton branch,
has been promoted <o the position of
manager of the newly  catablished
branch at Ferguson, left
o, Samime Bl new daties” o Wodnes-
day last.

8. Burpe, manager of xh-
British  North  America
City, passed through \uum;--n "thia
en route for Ottawa. Mr. Burpe
has been ¢ransferred to Vancouver
and will eeturn In about two weeks
to enter upom his new duties

At the last meeting of  Winnipeg
city  wounctl  by-laws  were passed
through their first and secomd read-
ngs to vaise $H0000 to bulld and
equip four suburban five halls and to
construct  foundations  under the
north and wouth halls and to pur-
chase a dynamo and plant for exten
Mghting: also to raise $G4,174 for the
purchase and installation of new
water plant and water pipes and new
sorvices.
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THE RULING PASSION.

The life insurance agent was at the
end of a long and creditable life, and
his clergyman had been deputed to tell
him that death was at hand. The In-
formation was tenderly conveyed and
calmly recelved, nn(l then ¢he good
man continued : feel sure there s
peace and happiness for you beyond
You have been an earnest bmmer in
the rnnh and a busy man, I be-
Ile\f that all ahead Is bright nnd fal:

ow about yourself ?' asked
the dying man.

1'h(- clergyman's

face oonveyed a
i1d astonishment and Inquiry.

M talking about that polh:y you
have been holding off from taking so
long. Ts all ahead ‘bright and fair' for
you with no life Insurance ? I'm leav-
ing plenty of it for my family, but

171
an- would yours be It we were Lo
nge places 7
t is a dimely thought,” said his
“and I will attend to it at

time like the present,” sald the
“The application is In my desk
Suppose you fill it out
now, and the doctor In the next room
will ‘examine you right off. 1 insured
him the sccond day he called after I
was taken down. You'll do 17 Thanks
youll never regret it, and It will help
us out on the new business for the
enaof éne year, Good-bys:

INSURANCE NOTES

W. 8. Ronald, of Toronto, has arriv
ed In Winnipeg to take a position with
the Mutual Life Insurance Co. of Can
ada

The Peoples Life Insurance Co., has
been granted a license to do business
in Manitoba. D. R. Bruce, Winnipes
18 their agent

The Insurance losses in the big fir
of last week at Sydney, N. ame larg
er than was at first anticipated. The
wtal for all the companies represented

5,00

Not €0 pay the life Insurance prem-
lum when it becomes due is to lose o
a great extent what you have already
pald. and to stop the good work you
intended to carry out. Remember thal
life insurance is a system of saving
¢hat has never been equalled by any
other method.—The Statement
Mr. Hurlick, a resident of Philadel-
phia, is the oldest annuitant in The
Mutual Life Insurance Company of
New York. He was_born October 6,
100, and purchased ah annuity in The
> 850, depos-
He has been
annually from the u)m
since. The account up to
)le»l‘ Pald The Mutual IAh-
500 Received 41 annual payments
ount In favor of

of $175, $19.470: ai
Mr. Hurlick, $13,07

Alberta Oats and Hay.
The dal

papers  announced with
big headlines this week that the Do-
minlon government had ancanged for
the export of Alberta oats and hay to
South  Africa.  There evidently
some error about this, Those familar
with commercial conditions would at
once conclude that the export of hay
from Albe to South Afriea is mot
feasible While it {8 possible that
shipments of oats may be made from

Iberta to South Africa, it is not at
all probable ¢hat h.u u‘u\ \-. included

in the shipments. vernment
has arranged |m numrl o Can-
adian hay to it will

1
nd that the commod-

probably be f

ity will be secured In Quebec o some
other eastern llrb\lll\'t' A|||-| ne in the
West,  As oats are y 1o sell at

export prices in the Weat this year, as
we have a sueplus, they can of course
be expo a commercial basis,
without government aid.

Anthrax Scare All Over.

The An'hr: e in  the range
country ¢ over, says Dr.
Duncan chlef govern-
ment vets A flock of sheep
belonging t nadian Land and
Ranch Co. was attacked at Swift Cur-
rent, numbered 16,000, but
head were t, the rest
culated with pasteur anthrax v,
very successfully, As the pmlne “has
ibeen burnt over and other measures
taken all danger of another outbreak
may be considered over.

The Dominion Trading Stamp Co,
Limited, has announced Its |ntention
to  fight the Xug)\lll\ of the "Anti-
Trading Stamp  Act,” passed at the
last session of the Ontar legisla-
ture, which empowered municipalities
to prohibit the us of trading stamps
within their bounds

Sixal hemp fx 2c higher in price this
fall than it was last t this time
which some take as an assurance that
binder twine will be higher next sea-
son. It ix said that the United States
manufacturers have practically ob-
tained control of the production of
this raw material.

It is stated that owing to the scar-
city of men the Canadian Northerm
rallway to Lake Supenlor will not be
completed until the end of the year,
and possibly not until some time In
January. The company say they can-
not obtain men, even at the high
wages of $2 per day.




