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otherwise that Gideon understood the testimony of
faith. He began where God begins (Numb. x).
‘“ He blew the trumpet, and Abi-ezer was gathered
after him” (chap. vi, 34). He was the bearer of
the divine voice for the gathering together again
of Israel, who lLiad been scattered by their own
failure. Brethren, have we at heart in this day,
the gathering together of the children of God?
Let us then take the word of God, let us make its
voice heard in the ears of the saints who have
been unaccustomed to hear it, Let us show
Christians that their being gathered together is the
purpose of God, the purpose of the cross of Christ,
as well as of the energy of the Spirit in the world.
Let us show them that it is the enemy who has
scattered us, and that the great opposition to his
power is the gathering together of the children of
God apart from the world, and we will have the
joy of having laboured for that which the word
calls *‘ good and pleasant ! (Ps, cxxxiii. 1).

The trumpet also sounded for the inarch, for
which there can be no other directions than the
word of God affords us. The relinquishment of
this standard has been the sole cause of the diver-
gences of the walk of the children of God. Why
should we not walk in the same path if our hearts
were all equally subject to that word which
furnishes us with unerring guidance for each step ?

The trumpet called to dattle ; and here we arrive
at the circumstances of our chapter. The testi-
mony of God is inseparable from confict, for it
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