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"After having moved alx>ut in one direction and 
another," lie says, "as well in the woods as along the shore, 
to find a place suitable for the site of a dwelling whereon 
to prepare a s|x>t for building, I walked eight leagues 
skirting the great rapids, through the woods, which are 
open enough, and came as far as a lake to which our Sav
age led me, where 1 considered the country very closely. 
But, in all that I saw, I found no place more suitable than a 
little sjx>t, which is as far as barques and lx»ats can easily 
come up, unless with a strong wind by a circuit, because of 
the great current; for higher than that place (which I 
named I.a Place Royale), a league away from Mount Royal, 
there are quantities of small rocks and ledges which are very 
dangerous. And near the said Place Royale there is a 
little river which goes some distance into the interior, all 
along which there are more than sixty acres of deserted 
land, which arc like meadows, where grain can lx: sown 
and gardens made. Formerly the savages tilled these, but 
they abandoned them on account of the wars they had there.

“Having, therefore, made particular examination and 
found this place one of the most Ixauliful on that river, I 
immediately had the wood cut and cleared away from the 
said Place Royale to make it even and ready for building, 
and anyone can pass water around it and make a little 
isle of it, and settle down there as he desires.

"There is a little island twenty rods from the said Place 
Royale, which is over 100 paces long, where one could 
make a g(xxl and strong dwelling. There is also much 
meadow land of very g<xxl rich |x>ttery clay, as well for 
brick as for building, which is a great convenience. In


