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the tenon. The wtr which begin in 1756, commonly railed the

•even^yeari war, ended in 1763. during which ume* the British Na-
tion havhig deprifcd the French of their pOMMiians in North-Aneti*
ea, and having, after thai event, no feara of rivalihip in thif! quarter,

the Province of Nova«Scotia became neglected by Government, but
the mercha'^ts had not, ai yet, prquired that capital which was suf-

Itcient for the increase of the fisberiea. During the fallowing peace
until the commencement of the American revolutionary war in 1774,
« period of eleven years, the NewEnglaad coloniats cngroMCd almost
the whole of the fisheries, both great and small i and Nova-Scotia be*

came no further an object bf attention, than aa the harbour of Halt.
fai furnishrd the best station for ships of war. The trade thereforct

extended very liule beyond those SHppHes which the garrison and the
few ships retained on the station, in time of peace required. The re«

vohitioaary war, which ended at the close of the year 1 783, a period

of nine years, greatly increased the trade of the Province, because
it excluded the New.finglaitders fronk the Fisheries and the West-In-
dia markets, and likewise increased the eipeoditure of the amy and
navy. The Cod and Small Fisheries flonrished during this period j

but still few persons of large capitals embarked their property in it.

The fish continued to be chiefly taken by the poor people, who, ia a
manner by anticipation, mortgaged tMr ealth, in the spring of the year
to those merchants and shopkeepers in Halifiix, who advanced sup-
plies to theili for that purpose. Thix proved a more profitable trade,

and le» precarious to the Halifiix traders, than it would have beeot
had they embarked personally in the venture. Halifax, at that time»
was almost the only port of trade in there Atlantic Provinces, for the
eoantry traders also received their goods, liquors and salt from the
capital, and retailed them to those fishermen who did not leave their

own harbours in the autumn and spring } but still the fish taken, eon-
tred in Halifix.-—By passing, however, through one other ehannel, it

became somewhat enhanced in price t yet the trade to the West-la-
diet and the Fisheries continued to increase.

At the dote of theRevolotiotMry war,theAmerieans,b that respect,
afl^ting to forget the new character they had assumed, began to. re-

sort to the West-Indies in great numbers, and were moch naore pro-
tected there, than, consistently with the fundaoKntal colonial lawtt
they ought to have been. Theae Northern Colonies owe it to the
exertions and perseverance of Captain Horatio Nelson^ thea oa
command in the West-Indies, that, for a whilci the Aoierican vesKia
were excluded from the British Islandu. At length, after he quited
the West-India station, the Americans, with their accustomed per-
severance^ renevrtd their efforts t and, in a g'vat aseasure, succeeded
in s'lpplanting these colonies in those markets.

These coloaiesi howcvcriby his iatcrvcotisa^ were csabic to coa-
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