
16 MISTAKES IN TEACHING.

& <

soon leam to disregard even a command, unless

it is accompanied by a thunderbolt. They placf.

themselves in an awkward position too, for they

are unable to adapt the severity of th^ir censure

to the circumstances' of the case. This has a

confusing effect on the moral natures of children,

by leading them to believe that all offences are

equally grave in their nature.

It is of the utmost importance thct the teacher

should never confound the accidental with the

- ititentional, or thoughtlessness with design
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It is a mistake to complaiii or grumble

mucll. If <^^ere is one teacher who more than

any other is certain to be disliked by pupils,

parents, trustees, and Inspector, it is the in-

veterate grumbler. He would dislike himself i»

he had the honor of his own thoroji^h acquaint-

ance. He does not know hdtr tiresome his

complaining becomes. '* I never had such bad pu

pils in my life ; I do not know whatever to do witl:

them," he says, when some one in authority visits

his «chool ; and his pupils despise him Tor it, as

they do th6 tale-bearer ot their own age. His

"^i$itor, too, regards him with pity, as one who

se^s to glory in his own utter weakness or
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