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any other course would expose him to the charge

of inconsistency after his complacent statement

that there was no fundamental diflFerence between

Republicans and Federalists. But his followers

thought otherwise; they wanted the spoils of vic-

tory and they meant to have them. Slowly and re-

luctantly Jefferson yielded to pressure, justifying

himself as he did so by the reflection that a due

participation in oflBce was a matter of right, ^nd
how, pray, could due participation be obtained, if

there wtre no removals? Deaths were regrettably

few; and resignations could hardly be expected.

Once removals were decided upon, Jefferson drifted

helplessly upon the tide. For a moment, it is true,

he wrote hopefully about establishing an equili-

brium and then returning "with joy to that .•: .ate of

things when the only questions concerning a candi-

date shall be: Is he honest.? Is he capable? Is

he faithful to the Constitution?" That blessed

expectation was never realized. By the end of his

second term, a Federalist in office was as rare as a

Republican under Adams.

The removal of the Collector of the Port at New
Haven and the appointment of an octogenarian

whose chief qualification was his Republicanism

brought to a head all the bitter animosity of
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