
14 THE ROSE DAWN
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?'^"'' ^^^ "^'^^ ^« turn around he couldhave seen the houses of Arguello only a mile awav ^ hthe whue Mission on the hill, and a«ai/the ^eam^ IheTea

The Colonel did not turn aroujid, however He stnnH f),
straight and slim in his long frock coat, with his fine eanlchdlyold face raised to the sun and the breeze, and hi white ha^lstirrmg softly. The sky was very blue and in t ^
buzzards in wide, stately circled tL\TJs war^'^dT.^^^nt, and on it floated the dear liquid so^s oTtTe meadtrrks and the quick buzzy notes of the quail. The sun^s wamithfell softly hke an essence m suspension, and the Colonel seemejto himself to be soaking it into his physical bei^a wtU were mdeed an ethereal, permeating substance A^/d theColonel m his simple old heart found it good and ^^ked
But now on a sudden he waked as though he had been called
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ot almost ^iltyLtet'st^lt^'
the hill. The two hounds, who had been patiently awaiting

,?Tk'''.T^^'"'^'
''''''^'^ ^"^ fallowed aLr The Cotne^walked briskly around the house to the front door ToThandle of the bell-pull hung a turkey-feather duste's Lghleft by a careless housemaid. It was there a-purpose howevfr

and thrr , T '"•'" ^""^ '^"-P""^ '^ Sou'lhl Catsand the Colonel put it to its appointed use on his boots.
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black silk, relieved with white acf Its rm T?'
^"^'

old^shioned, but possessed" chi^ olToT^::'^^^^
detoely above the class of commonplace, small p ump wom^Her air wa. of bnsk, amused tolerance, with a backgroZ o^fine competence. Though she did not wear a bunch of k^ys aher girdle, one felt that it would h.ye been symbolically appro


