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sumnin montlis in the cities of Montreal and OucIh-c; while
two or three foun.lries. two machine shops, ami a shoe factory
K.ve employnunt to an in.lustri.nis. waRc-earninK' citi:.enship'
Mack of the town to the south an<l east is a well-to-.lo agricul-
tural i^.pulation from which the husiness section of the city
•Iraws Its chief support. This surroun.ling rural district ac-
coiinls for he numerous homes of retired farmers, who form a
stah e. conservative yet thrifty. clement in all such agricultural
market towns.

In this limited population, composed of those having such
yar.ed interests. Mr. Desjar.lirs found just what he wanted
H.s purfKise was to put co-o,erative credit to the test upon
American soil. If it should succeed at Levis, there woul.l be a
practical demonstration of its adaptability to almost any condi-
tions to be met with anywhere in I-rench Canada
Amonp the .liverse elements which make up the population

of Levis. Mr. Desjardins was a well-known personality He
had growr> up m the place. From childhood he ha.l been known
and respected for his integrity. His training in ti,. college of
the town hari brought him into sympathy with the cultural and
religious life of his people. His career as a journalist had
increased his familiarity with all the .liflFerent problems and
needs of his native province. His contagious enthusiasm and
hrm perseverance eminently fitted him for leadership Surely
It w-uld have been hard to find one beticr fitted to undertake
the establishment of co-operative credit associations
On the public platform and through the medium of the press

and m private intercourse among his large circle of acquaint-
ances, he lost no opportunity of arousing interest in the move-
ment. He e.xplained the advantages it had alrearly brought to
different countries of Europe, and showe.l the benefits which
there was every reason to expect from its establishment among
Ills fellow-countrymen.

lo/i! ^r^^ '*"! *™' '""""'^ "P^ ^"^ ^^'*°"' I" September,im he brought a dozen friends together at his home, and
carefully unfolded to them his plan. During the three months
following they drafted a constitution, and began taking pledges


