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been grossly wronged by white people 
and that because of the expressed re
morselessness, they continue dying in 
the streets from wounds inflicted by the 
white man day in day out The Japa
nese, the Italians and the Chinese have 
asked for reparation for the indignities 
they suffered during war and have been 
given. Now it is the turn of Africans 
who contributed disproportionately in 
the building of western civilization. 
They have not gotten their share and 
they want it now. As for whether 
Sevigny feels unremorseful, 
fortable, incredulous, that is his/her 
problem.

■v,s lions concerning “political correctness", 
in refusing to offer a public apology to 
women, (working and otherwise), I will 
leave it to your readership to characterise
this behaviour with a suitable adjective . • . . ...

Coming from a distinguished col- ^ plays an unportant role m the ^
league whose contributions to science ù tWopr°ble“s to -

which this kind of historical analysis ^
can lead. The first is that each side "" 
focuses on their history and deals only 
with event that are relevant to one side ». 
of the argument. The second problem is | 
that in analyzing history, current, rel- JZ 
evant issues are often ignored and for- 
gotten.

Both the Jewish and Arab writers 5 
have developed powerful arguments 5 
filled with “historical evidence” that • 
their side has been oppressed and ter- | 
rorized by the other. Both sides have I 
commented that “volumes” or “books” 
could be written on the other side’s 
infractions. (Jews against Arabs and 
Arabs against Jewish). Both sides have 
called the other’s arguments propa- 
ganda. All of this is correct. The Jewish 
writers have presented only Arab vio
lence against Jews, while the Arab 
writers have only mentioned Jewish I 
violence against Arabs. Essentially, 
both sides have presented a biased, 
one-sided view of history. In doing 
this, the “history” presented is incom
plete, random, and only effective to 
show that one side is right, while the 
other side is in the wrong. It is true that 
the Irgun, in Israel, massacred the Arab 
residents at Deir Yassin. It is also true 
that Arabs murdered 11 Israeli athletes 
at the 1972 Olympics in Munich. Both I 
sides havebeen victimizers and victims, j 

This back-and-forth mud slinging 
and laying blame only propagates more | 
of the same. The Arab presents a list of 
Jewish transgressions against Arabs, I 
the Jew retaliates showing Arab vio- j 
lence against Jews; then another Arab 
shows more Jewish actions against I 
Arabs and so on. It is a never ending 
cycle of a war with words. None of 
these letters mention what we can do to 
start talking about peace. None of these 
letters leave even a small opening where

both sides of the spectrum. m
The letters written have attempted ~ 

to be historical overviews of mid-east 
developments in the20thcentury. While ^
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and to this university I respect, my 
choice is sad.■ I Xj

fed Sincerely, 
S. Jeffers, 

Department of Physics 
and Astronomy.
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I Excal offers 
I vague apologyTruly yours, 

Omond Obanda
Dear Editor,Sophisticated

discrimination?
I We are appalled!
| In the Jan. 15 issue of the Excalibur,
If the following quotation appeared in a 
I letter to the Editor

Dear Editor. “The Soal of Zionism has always
v- ** it H .. E been the establishment of a homeland

Allow me to respond to the story about j# ° EaleS.L*".la” S01* and exPu,sion of
the replacement of Prof. Kalli Paakspuu ~ : ^fabs, This been the plan since
which appeared in the front page of the » ~lJÈrIÈ*JÊËFjMjKMt!SlBÉmÈÊÈÊSÈÈÊÊÈSm M*naf,em Begin, Yitzhak Shamir and
Excalibur last week. The 1010 film other Zionists collaborated with Hitler
class might have boycotted her exam and Mussolini back in 1930 ‘s and 40 's.

caused her to be from her state
teaching post, however, regard her as
atYori?6 bCSl lCaLhm Wh°laU8ht mC 'Sh? S?'d they.could flyone Wometre, with their arms out like this She told DurinS the Sec°nd Woriïwi 11

- »• srscxrs
She does carry a book or two of film text who were systematically exterminated
with her to class, but from what I know, If A A professional physics literature. Morris m a special, preplanned campaign. To
she does not necessarily read the text 1 —. — — 1 Wolfe, the Globe and Mail columnist suggest that Menahem Begin and
from the book chapter after chapter ' ZfIXt M\| H|\e jTVfOil who or*g,nal|y broke this story, has Yltzhak Shamir, both Jewish leaders 
She also does not make it obvious to the p-* j f H-J { V\ called in another article ( Globe and Mail, whose families were murdered in the
student that what she teaches, she had to ilr j* |B . nX|| Jan. 21, 1992) for a special committee Holocaust, collaborated with Hitler and
learn by studying and putting into fM? to be set up to investigate the whole Mussolini, is an insult to every thinking
practice. The number of the films she ^8^7/7^77775^^ sorry affair person’s intelligence and is especially
has produced bears witness to this. ' Clearly in view of this unprecedented offensive to Jews.

In our level 2000 film production class. I sat there, thinking “why did she concern over an article in a scholarly A urn versity should foster open, in
course last summer, she taught ourclass not screen this film to our class?” I also Journal- '* js wishful thinking to declare formed debate based on truth. To that
from the beginning, using slides, sound, thought that she had deprived us some thematter “closed”. I am unaccustomed ®nd| ^ campus media has a responsi-
and motion picture. We combined slides knowledge by not screening that very 10 having my personal actions bility to provide a forum that remains
and sound, and viewed and discussed film to our class, even though she has characterised by a colleague in print as frue to the facts. In this case, the Ex-
them afterwards. We viewed other films screened a number of other films to us. “vulgar”. The only public statement cahbur failed. ... “ can be discussed,
by various authors. We visited the Na- I realized later, that Paakspuu could that has been made by the Editor, Pro- We at the Jewish Student Federation f am Arabs and Jews, we
tional Film Board and LIFT in down- not teach any given class everything fcssor Nlcholls (apart from interviews are coming forth to set the record ,‘we “* cwfeDÜy
town Toronto. I now know where to go that she knows. Though using the same with journalists from Lexicon and Ex- straight. This is not a Zionist issue, nor . . I1.,611 s' e are academics
if I want to get access to film-making approach, she selects her tools to give calibur) is a memorandum circulated to cven an Arab-Israeli issue. Rather, it is .. anscend these
facilities in Toronto. special attention to each class. She is his immediate colleagues which com- an lssue of accountable journalism in y in.',SCUSS C“rre.n.t ls"

Our class produced sound montages not capable of teaching nothing. I would prised a copy of a letter he had sent to the student press. When the Excalibur a as,'ves ould 8et
and black and white super 8 films. We have expected a person with so much lhe Gl°be and Mail in which he cat- chose t0 print a letter to the editor that „8,,an $ W . Iscu*s,ngthe
worked in small groups or individually, experience to be consistent in her job. egorically states that he will NOT dis- trivialized the deaths if 11 million J,™:; ^mger pointing merely
and viewed and discussed our work. She loves film and would not iust stand cuss the relevant issues. I subsequently people, it should have verified the claim. -, ,, , ,iri a8on lsm agai u$t '
We later in the course produced a film in front of a class without saying a circulated all my colleagues specifically Butitdidn’t. When theerror was pointed more'ir;^im„,neln f3"
montage, a film documentary, and a word. raising the relevant issues ie. what is the out- the Excalibur should have apolo- more, a lstime to stop laying blame. We
feature film or a combination of either It is such a great pity that the 1010 status of a retracted publication, would gized or at least corrected the error j™** 311 ews have
of the three. I am now capable of pro- film class ended by boycotting herexam the CJP sue Freeman if he persists in immediately. But it didn’t. Instead, si es s are the re
ducing my own films at a smaller scale Thiscausedherimmediatereplacement citing a retracted article, had the Cita- after much pressure, the Excalibur saw T r ,‘y ,°r V10l^nce a8ainst each
using the skills that I have gleaned from 11 is very difficult for me to understand tl0n Index been informed of its retrac- fltto Pnnt a vague “apology” that linked .T* lune' wl?en Pf ace's being
her class. She was very helpful and the real issue of her replacement. I ‘mn.whaton earth is misogyny doing in this issue to another, unrelated one. 1“e s"°“ld n,?tbewha‘
always available to explain and answer think there are other issues involved a Physics Journal, how would submis- ^al does say about "our" . n ., g , e o cr J*1 1 ®
any question posed in our class. here, and not just the student boycott. s,ons of this type be handled in the student paper and the people who staff P _ha, „n . y’ e lssue shou*d

I really enjoyed her class, Her se- Maybe the class could not just click and ^Uture etc' This was some months ago. ,t? future peaceful 'hC
lection of topics were sensitive to stick to her advanced teaching style If ^ here has been no response to these d y°u are a York student, then a , . , , ’ rec
making our world an enjoyable and not, there must be something more to le8‘‘imate concerns. portion of your student fees go straight vfntu_es sharin80
better place to live in. Most of the films lhat, a sophisticated way of discrimi- Professor Nicholls, whose contri- t0 the Excalibur. If something in the rMn„ • shanng water and other natural 
that we discussed in our class taught us nation? butions to the development of science Excalibur offends you then you have a resour^es’ oe-militanzation of the region
something new. We learned a lot of at York- nationally and internationally n8ht and a responsibility to say or do an other s™llar toPlcs are what need to
hands-on material such as editing, and Wilson Matidze are wdl known and recognised by his something about it. oe discussed m a Ume for seeking peace,
using the movie, video, and stills cam- _ m P66™' has, in my judgement made an Wiu y°u? We challenge the Jewish and Arab
eras. While we worked on our films PrAT error in judgement in accepting the The Jewish t? a r P°PulatlÇnsof Yorktonseaboveblam-
individually or in groups, she would ■ «01 CIOllTIGS Freeman article for publication. Not- ^Federat,on “fand statistical warfare”, and actu-
then explain the theory, and how we withstanding a positive referee’s report L J | ally start discussing the topics
could put that theory into practice to DOSltlOll il is Ornately the Editor’s judgement AfODS 000 JfiWS ~“°ding future peace m the region. We
achieve filmic meaning. pWWIlUll that decides what gets pubhshai Ac- " 5 hould organize a network of Arab-

Paakspuu is not only a teacher she ph, cording to Professor Nicholls’account rLA„|J 1-IL Jewish dialogue where we could begin
is a film producer with lots of practical DearEd,tor’ Professor Freeman should feel free $00111(1 folk wo„”?"ï“ ^then °f couree we

expenence and she knows how th.ngs Re: ..peti,ion demands retraction of io^ttontguLgVe?^'' Dear EdU°r’ would be a step^at S onfhe campus

ragfaJom,,,Art*,Vte^1v=dapo,m,=,esp„„,:‘Z W. have been «.ding of ,b.

and one should expect her to be Firstly let me correct a quotation at- lisherNo^s^ceVasteen ^ ^ ^ in ,he past when peace comes between our two
consistant w.th practise. I could not tributed to me: I have called for the the schokrlv commldv^7 m°nthS’ and‘t Seems that a heated peoples. It is time we stop acting like
be!,eve the report m Excalibur about the offending article by Prof Freeman to be the CJPbeaZretotim ’"h "; d'scussmn, or rather a fact-debate, has enemies and move toward acting as
Paakspuu that I know. One former 1010 “expunged”. The word “reDusned” nilhr v .. d" ,to 1 mandate of a"86" between Arab Jewish students neighbours. 8
film student told me that she had taught not in my vocabulary or in the English {rs"S iw °n8"J! artl^les ln PHYS" surrounding the Mid-East peace talks,
them nothing. language In making this call I am 5 , ' f N,1Ch°,1S remains as Reflecting upon these letters, we feel

This is the class’s word against hers. supported by the almost 600 signatories lat'h^™ ^ next few months and it is that there is something missing
However, I attended two of her classes to ITvork Litton tSePresidemoDhe r t0 clarify---------------------------------------
early last year. I was able to watch her Canadian Association ofPhysicists the °f COncern and aP°lo8ise t0
screening of the film LaJelee by Chris Wom<>n r- y, f women in general and female col-
Marker. Marker gave me the impres- Roval Society o^rlnTi'' ^ a ,V leagues- m particular, for the widespread Wc will publish, space permitting, letters up to 250words Thev must 
«.b.Mhbh d„edhisfitoL, 23r“i b> ,be P"b"ati"n 'vped, doub,«.paced, „nd ,==omp,n,»d b„he
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Jason Leizer and Philip Shoore, 
Progressive Zionist Caucus.from


