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Unclear letter

Editor:

The letter from Keith C. Boulter
(Excalibur, 9 February) regarding his
friend who could not gain admission

to York, was unclear on a number of

points. 1 would like to put those
points and issues into perspective.

As | understood it, Boulter
believes his friend who had earned a
grade 13 average of 59% should be
admitted because St. Andrew’s
College (where his friend had
attended) is a prestigious institution.
Granted, some high schools (both
private and public) are more acade-
mically inclined, and consequently
grades cannot always be weighted
equally. This would lead us to a
weighted system which is difficult to
establish and maintain, as it is very
judgemental, or alternatively, prov-
ince-wide final exams and province-
wide centrally established curricula.
However, the latter option would
not allow for regional variations and
individual variations among teach-
ers. This standardization of teach-
ing, would remove the raison d’etre
for teachers.

The third alternative is a standar-
dized university acceptance exam—
although this favors those who are
intellectually gifted over those who
are prepared to work hard. Succes-
s—academic, or otherwise—is a
combination of both factors (inspir-
ation and perspiration). Are any of
these systems better?

Boulter reiterates his point by
stating that ‘*46 percent of all high
power executives in Canada come
through the private school system™
and not from some ** ‘$4.00" Public
High School.™ A principle of democ-
racy is to foster success—anyone can
be successful through their own
merits; it is merely a matter of trying.
Everyone, in theory, has an equal
chance. Boulter is arguing that those
who attend private school should be
given preferential treatment, as this
minority of students will ultimately
achieve greater success than those
from the public school system. This
would create a two-tiered system,
which would be most undemocratic.

Those select individuals who were
lucky enough to attend private
schools should be given priority in
admission over the majority who did
not. A private school education is

usually superior to one from a *
*$4.00" Public High School” (which
may become their annual operating
budget is Boulter had his way), but
why does this discrepancy exist?
Because private schools feature
smaller classes, hence more demands
may be placed on the student.

We should strive to eliminate this
disparity by transforming the high
school curicula to one more acade-
mically . rigorous. However, this
necessitates that we provide more
funds to education, to reduce class
size and allow for an individualized
approach. This would result in not
only a better public school system,
but its product would have a better
understanding of the world in which
they live. This intellectual arousal
has been relegated from the high
schools to the universities. The
students who do not attend univers-
ities generally do not receive any
instruction in the classies, philos-
ophy, political science, or social
sciences. This will, therefore, lead to
not only a better educated populous,
but one which would take increasing
interest in the world around them.

Boutler, in the short run your
friend might try to take some courses

at Atkinson College at night, and if

he receives exemplary grades the
“admittance élite” (as you put it)
may reconsider their decision. In the
meantime, please reconsider your
harsh judgement of an educational
and social system that can remain
politically stable only if all members
are (theoretically) given an equal
chance, based solely on skills and not
on parental ability to afford a private
education.

—Tony Kerekes

Appreciation

Editor:

I would like to express my appreci-
ation and sincere thanks to both the
York Security Service and to Terry
Conlin, President of the GSA, for
extending themselves beyond the call
of duty during my recent pre- and
post-surgery emergencies.

It is difficult to translate into
words the supportive and reassuring
tone behind Terry’s words: “*don’t
worry, I am here, call if you need
anything.” Thank you Terry. Not
only Terry the President of the GSA
but Terry the person, a fellow
graduate student.

Bapai Batliwalli

HOW TO WIN FRIENDS
& INFLUENCE PEOPLE

intrigue.

EXCALIBUR needs volunteers. We need writers of all
persuasions, cartoonists, photgraphers, etc. Come join the

Fashions To Knit

presented by

THE

(3 ,\i Village Yarns
4864 Dundas St. W.,
Islington, Ontario
(416) 232-2361

The Fat Pig Craft &
Yarn Boutique

7 ~=| Applewood Village Shopping Centre
/i g
‘,‘/\‘\ 1077 N. Service Rd.,
\V Mississauga, Ontario
) \ (416) 277-3990
) $10.00 general admission
$5.00 students

Fashion Show & Demonstrations
Sponsored by WHITE BUFFALO MILLS
BERNAT CANADA

SR KERTZER

Thurs. March 8, 1984

YORK UNIVERSITY

Ross Building-4700 Keele St
8th Floor Faculty Lounge
2 SHOWS
12:00 noon
7:30 p.m.
\ A/ Tickets available through CYSF

OFF ALL PERMS
AND STREAKS
UNTIL MARCH 17TH

Perms —now $17.50-$22.50
Streaks —now $17.50-$25.00

Discount applies only with cut and set.
20% off all services for
students with 1.D., Mon.-Thurs.

Discount on regular prices only.

s ) ] ) i

Hillcrest Mall, Richmond Hill 884-8900

Faculty, Staff and Students

XEROX SPECIAL
3 ¢ Per Copy

on any order above $25.00
Offer Includes Free Cerlox Binding
and Collating for a limited time only
Other Services Include: Offset Printing

Xerox Color Copies, Xerox 2080 for

Engineering and Industrial Drawings

Hydery Printing
2221 Yonge Street
(ar Yonge/Eglinton Subway)
Phone - 488-5622

LET US PREPARE YOU

FOR THE
MARCH 3, 1984 LSAT
OR THE
MARCH 17, 1984 GMAT
* Each course consists of 20 hours of
instruction for only $145 or 32 hours for

only $215

= Courses are tax deductible

* Complete review of each section of
each test

= Extensive home study materials

* Your course may be repeated at no

additional charge
Classes for the March 3 LSAT
20 hour course Feb. 24-26/84

32 hour course Feb. 11, 12, 25, 26/84

Classes for the March 17 GMAT
20 hour course March 9-11/84
32 hour course March 3,4, 10, 11/84

To register, call or write
GMAT/LSAT
PREPARATION COURSES
P O Box 597, Station A
Toronto, Ont M5W 1G7
(416) 665-3377




