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CHICAGO (CUPI)—Students most 
likely to be active in student pro
tests are those whose parents 
raised them permissively, and 
who have the affluence to ignore 
conventional worries about jobs 
and status, according to a re
cent study by a University of Chi
cago sociologist.

In a study of ‘the roots of stu
dent protest,' Richard Flacks, 
assistant professor of sociology, 
writes, 'It seems plausible that 
this is the first generation in 
which a substantial number of 
youth have both the impulse to 
free themselves from con
ventional status concerns and 
can afford to do so.'

tion building. Students from his 
course in Collective Behavior 
interviewed 65 of those who had 
sat it; 35 of those who had signed 
a petition opposing the sit-in; and 
all students living on one floor 
of Pierce Tower and one floor 
of New Dorms.
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Activists Odd
According to Flacks, the ____

striking results of these studies 
are:
-Student

most

activists differ in 
terms of values and attitudes 
from non-activists to a high de
gree.
He attributed the uniformity 

among activists to the effects of 
a subculture reflecting their 
shared perspectives, not simply 
to common personality traits 
or social origins'. r
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Dr. McCauley - Leading York Choir to FameProtest Because... by Anita LevineFlacks proposed as an hypothe
sis that students today are active 
in protest because:
-They find student life highly 

‘rationalized,’ which is related 
to impersonality and competi
tiveness.

a socsci special • "quote it in class”
-Since they are not oriented to 

the (prevailing) 
achievement,’ they feel less need 
to accept conformity to ‘get 
ahead*. Moreover, they can afford 
to be non-conformists - ‘afflu
ence has freed them, at least for 
a period of time, from some of 
the anxieties and preoccupations 
which have been the definingfea- 
tures of American middle-class 
social character’.
-They spend a long period in 

university environment which, 
with a series of events around 
1960 including Southern sit-ins 
and the demonstrations against 
HUAC, has changed from an at
mosphere of ‘cool’ non-commit
ment to concer n with direct ac
tion. ‘A full understanding of the 
dynamics of the movement re
quires a ‘collective behavior’ 
approach,’ Flacks comments.
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