
n/e needie on thte big clock crept slowly up to the zero mark and
thte wild unrestrained chatter in t/le con trol roont declined in direct
proportion until ail was silent. A finger shot out -and switches
thrown, shooting thte needies on miriades of sîrange looking dials
in tolife.

"Hi there again, aht we've got lots of musie for you tonîg/î. Jere
here from fiv i'eliiseven and il s/tould bie a lot of fun, but a/i stick
around, il s/îould be soine, good music. "

Wit tiat. the stuident radio station, local cd in t/he students'
Union building sivings int action wvt/ ano ther disc jockey for a
couple (if/zours before vet anot/ter budding announicer takes to the
air.

Onto t/he large steci turnatable goes a selection from
"Moonidatîce" and some more switc/îes are t/lrown allowinig t/he
chatter in t/he con trol rootri b reswnme.

nle tivo (t/ler people in t/he con trol room 4ith t/te annowîicer
were /ust silting around talkiîîg about student radio and t/he
pr<)blcnis î/îey' ere /iaving. From lime Io lime, t/he talk would stop
practical'y out of inîstinct 10 Icette anniouneer break mb t/lte air
ivaves anîd announce a poster give away or a new record. Then t/he
con versat ion wvould start again in t/he middle of t/le interrupted
sentence anîd carry on as if the ' were sitting Fn a living room.

Intflic ot/ter control room ail s quiet anîd dark except for the dini
glow fromn tks of tubes Fn t/le equipmenî. I one corner stands a
ituge to wering mnlster of electronics, sprouting cables and wires and
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you almost gel t/he feeling t/wl il could spring mb olîfe unexpectedly
and î/îrow ils /îydra coils and swallow you w/îole.

Strung arouîîd t/le other î/îree walls are lesser /îorrors, somne dark
anîd dead, others giowing ivil/î a quiet eagerness as they cal part of
the broadcast from t/le main control rooin. With onîy a litîle
imagination a person feels like /îe /as stepped int the secret den of
anî alchemist surroutîed by t/le sîrange magical tools of«lte trade.

Magical even doivn 10 the weird soundîng naines neatly labeled on
evt'ryl/ing, souiîding like the liîany you find in old books for spd/ls.

Between t/le Iwo con trol rooins iurks a strange decrepit piece of
magie t/t does not/îing exeept ta/k 10 Fscîf 'Messages pour firom ils
troat one afler t/e te 1er, miessages fivat ail parts of Canada and t/te

St aIes ont every conceiva bIc subject, sports, /abour,business,
governnlent, you naine il, il Fs tere. As I watc/z the load becomes
to0 mime/ for t/he arc/taie te/eprinter aîîd Fl starîs 10 chîoke on ils owmî
pr(>duct. Swîftly t/le paper piles inside t/te works s/îredding into
sîrips of newvsprint until t/te backlog becomnes 100 muech and t/le
1/un g stops.

As a resu/t, t/he six o'eloek news for t/te nigit Fs eamîeled and
reprogramimed for ten% later in t/te nig/tt.

T/te production team inutters a Jew elthoice obscenîties at the foui.
up, but so ski/led Fit their work, even thoug/ t/te v are handicapped
by old out of date equipmenl, lhey quickly reprogranîme the
broadeasl for the night and ail is wel/ once mîore.

Because of the reprograînîg, Cyril Gurevitc/î, annouincer, Fs Fit
danger of /taving 10 rep/ay some of t/he albums /îe /ad selected iît
order t0 fi/I the ho/e left by the ruined newcast, but with careful
management and impromtu ad-lib patter, Ite overcomes t/te prob/em.

At limes, the ta/k becomes a little forced and not quite so smoot/î
as you would hear front the establis/îed dise jockeys Fn town but
those moments pass and il Fs amazing to hear hou, professional Ihese
students are, considering they are linîiîed in eqtippment and are
carrying normal c/ass loads.

CKSR radio has been in operation sinoe 1945 when the old radio
society moved downtown and became CKUA operated by AGT.
Since its inoeption, CKSR has been steadily growing until now they
are making a bid for big league broadcasting on the FM band..

They have an appl4cation in front of the CRTC board of governors
but ail applications for lioenses are being held up until March,
31,1972 before any decision wilI be made.

In anticipation of obtaining an FM ioense, CKSR managed to get
council to give them seventy thousand dollars under the SUB
expansion scheme but the expansion plans have been shelved.sinoe
and CKSR is worrying about where t o get the money for the
equipment they will need. If they get the lioense and then cannot
broadcast they will be in serious trouble.

At the moment, the radio station gets a fair bit of equipment
from AGT that is either out of date or in need of repair. If it wasnt
for AGT's generosity, CKSR would not be able to operate as
effectively as it does on its limited budget.

With an FM licence the radio station will be able to broadcast to
the entire city instead of the limited area it now covers. At the
moment, CKSR can be heard only in the SUB and the residenoes,
although if you park your car in Iust the right spot and hook
Up to a plug you can sometimes pick it up at 1580 on the dial.

The idea of student run FM station bas some menit. A students'
union station could become significant as an educational devîoe,
giving university lectures, concerts and teach ins. Apart f rom this the
FM station could 'become a non-commercial alternative to the
established radio stations in the city at the moment that rely on
advertising revenue.

By being non-commercial, the radio station would not be at the
mercy of advertisers and could then become a f ree medium of
expression for people wîth political or artistic views that might
normally offend advertisers.
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