
AN ADI1A N

L. XXIII. No. 19 JUNME 22e 19 18

MU REVOIR,
OVEM.MENT la business. War la
business. As- a general thlng demo-
cracy la not business. Thereforo demo-
cracy lu wartîme has proved to 'be

r less a delusien lu goverument. 'The
ing we have been told a million tîmes
figlig for, we can't use lu the busi-
fightlng; or If we do we lose.

cracy as we know hlm before the war
k man. He may get botter. But before

lihe la golug to get werse. "Demos"
pie and "krao" 1 rule-we siall 'have
fine the word and say that demecracy
flot the rule o! the people, but "ýI rmb
ýPie." Wlilch la thie way tliey get des-
and slave-s in Germany, se we draw the
that and ask ourselvos-wliat thon?
Il belilve in the rights of free speech;
Iamentary censure o! ministers or o!
oie executive by the opposite party;
and cry if the admlnistratlon's methods
lit a majority et the people and turning
cals out when tliey become eltlier lue!-
or cerrupt. That le democracy as ex-
by the curleus survival known ai Par-

England knew how te, put a crimp
nets wlien she put the beggars riglit iu
nt benches o! the House where tliey
could net escape; and if a minister pro.
:0 be off fishlug on the day when the a!-

bis department were to lie put undei
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TO DEMOCRACY
T HE EDýbI ,T0,R

Who'8 Steering This Ship Anyway?

ente the war wlthout the aid or hindrance of Con-

look
Most

,inLý er

Ternment lias
nosition. We

Macdonalds and Phlip Snowdens and John
Dillons know the reason also.-

In France Presldent Poincare long ago re-
tired te the wlngs. The centre of the stage is
heid by the Premier who, the fourth since the
war, bas become next thing to an autocrat;

,# and if lie were toi have been anything else the
Tiger Clemenceau would flot have taken the

~' job.
Ail the world kuows what unrestrained

democracy lias doue, la now dolng for poor
old glerious, God-forsaken RussIa, who was
far better off under the décadent autocrat
Nicholas than she la under the foaming, 5tate-
disrupting, capital-destroylflg Trotzky.

Germany shows aIl the signs of tighteningI the ropes. When thie war began there was a
phantomi Reichstag that made some show
of crlticizing the war lords. Now Germany
lias centred ber real worship of despotlsm,
In lunee Ludendorff, who lias even greater power,
even if lesa authorlty, than the Kaiser.

AND if we look at the armies for a sign, we

fi lnd that at last democracy bas vanishecl

from. our fron t, about two years inter thon It
sliould have doue, putting the armies of five
nations under the abselute control of one gen-
erallssi}mo who, la a despot if there ever was
eue, or lie may as weil resign.

Thus as the war reaclies further and further
back, as the people at home are*couscripted and Mohb.
ilized and taxed and food-regulated and embargeed,
the function of democracy In wartime vanishes. Re-
sponsible government was ail riglit ln, war for jluat
about as long as Business as lisual was ail right-
and that was long ago. New that war has becemco
everybody's business in~ the pocketbook and th-e
kitchen and- the factory and the camp, it Is every-
body's business to get ulong without what we call
demecratie methodsl ln government, And if we dou't
real democracy may yet vaniali from. the earth.

Demecracy is the carrying out of the peopIre's
will. If the people will to wln a war by means o!
a useful despot 'wlom they eau replace witli auoýlier
wlien lie falls down-that la demecracy, and -i mucli

more workable ltlnd than a lot of wrangllug mein-
bers of Parliamnent whe don't know auy more about
the war tItan thé people who elecied them. Roose-
volt may argue that the administration le the ser-

vant et the people. So it le lu peace; net lu war.
T'wo thîngs romain: If a democracy is to lie gov-

erned lby enllghtene4 tlespotîsm, democracy lias a

rlght te as mueh ef the truth about the war as it
a get Censorsh4> and Vnti-seditleu laws should

be reued te a minimum; because demoicracy loves


