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-~ matter how much it may interfere with the | freedom—aind increase and develope - the s0-

ial, political aud “material prosperity of . the_ * - L
country; then. I implore. this'House and the "~ > . .
“oountry to liy aside all prejudices, and acoept -

the schéme Which we offer. T ask -this House, -
tomeetthe juestionin the same spiritinwhich - . © .~
the delegates met it. I ask’each member of *.° -~
this House to lay aside his :o%n opinionsas '~ ..
to: particulardetails, and toaccept the scheme, ' - St
as a whole if he think it beueficial asa whole. *© )
As I stated in the preliminary, discussion; we = * -.."
‘must_consider thiyscheme in the light of a' "
‘treaty. By a happy coincidence of cireum- :
‘stances, just when an Administration hadbeen, :. =+
formed in Canada for the purpose of attempt- = .

"' symmetry of- the general'law of the United :
. -Kingdom, that law s not altered,. except
+.* - with, the ‘consent”of 'the-Scottish .people,
. a3 ‘expressed by their reptesentatives, in Par-

"o liameat.  (Hear, hear:) | Thus, 'we have, in
.. Great Britain, 'to'a limited . extent, 4n ex-
© - ample of the working and.effoets of a Fed-
s ‘gmf Union, as .we might expect to witness
' them in. our own: Cotifederation. The whole,
- scheme of. Confederation, as propounded by

~ the Conference; as agreed to and sanctioned

" ." by the Canadian ‘Government, and as now

+ . .prescnted forthe cousideration of the people,

, “and the Legisiature, bears upon.ite face the
=" miarks of compromise—Of ‘Degedsity there |
*  must have beco a’'great deal of mutual-con.”
.. -eessipn. When we thiok of the representa-
.7, tives-of-five -colonies, all supposed 'to have
. differcot interests, meeting together, charged,

. v ‘with the duty of protéeting” those interests
' and of pressing the views of their own localic
+ties’ ‘and sections; it must be admitted that

" had we not.met in a spirit of conciliation, and

" with an-gnxiousdesite to promote flis union ;.
" if we bad not beed. impressed. with the idea:
+ ' ‘con‘aised in-the .words of the fesolution—
.. That the best interests aud present and fa.’
“tufe prosperity of British, North -America,
_ .would bepromoted by a Federal Union aniler’
it thie Crown of G reat- Brithin,”——all our efforts
" 'might have proved to.be of no avail, If

. we biad sot' felt that, after coming 1o this
1 condlusion, wedrere boupd to set aside’ out
rivate upinions on’ matters of detail; if ‘wo
ga&w& felt ourselves bound to look'at what

+ was practicable, nut obstivately rejécting the

" opintons OF othérs nur adhering to-our vwn;

_If wo had not met, I say, in a spirit of eoucili- |

-, ativn,and with: an anxious, overruling de:
, - sireto form one prople nnder one government,
", We never-would bavo succesded. “With thise |

. yiews, wo pruss the question on, this House.

.. . and'the country.- | say to this House, it you
"~ do not believe thatethe union-of .the colonigs.

i for. the advantage of ‘the country, that the
“joining of these five, peoples into one nation,

' * - unider ‘one'sovereign, i for.the bengiit of all,

- ‘then rejest the scheme. . Rejoct it if you do
uot 'believe it to be for the prm}anmdtﬂﬁge"~

and futdre. prosperity of yourselves and your
children.” But if, 'after a calai‘and full con.

IO

iig.a solittion of the difficulties undér which* "

-we laboured, at the same time the Lower Pr- ' ' 1
‘vinees, actuated by a similar feeling, appoint . .~ -,
ted .a ' Conference with' a view to a, union_ ", -
among -thewselves, without being.cognizant

of the position the government was takingin',
 Cavada.  [fit had oot been for this fortunate .©
coincidence of ‘ovents, cever,. ‘perhaps, fora.
loog seriés of years would we have been able

10 bring this sclieme to a practical conclusivn; -
But we did suceeed. .. We.made the arrange-: .~
meur, agrced upon the scheme, and the depu- - -
tativus’ from the several'governments repre-.
seated at-the Conference went back pledged

to lay it before their guverpments, and ™ to *
ask the legislatures and people of their. | 0 7
Fespective pru¥inees tu assent'to it, [-trust “

the schewme will' be assénted 't6 as'a whole, *

L ugg'atire this Howse will not seek to'alter it ,

in its wolmportant details; and, if altered. in.~ -

‘ady important provisioug; the result must be © |
that the whole will be sct aside, and'we.hust . - «- g
-begin de novco, I any important ohanges -y -
‘are made, every one of thy colonies will feel | ‘.
“itself absolved from theimpliedobligation to'~
“deal with it as a Treaty, each province. will
Aeel itself at liberty to amend it pd Hbitumiso . -
a$ Lo Suit its own views and iutyrests ; in fadt, ..
the“whole of our, lsbours will have. been .
for uought, and-wa will have to renew. our”
u‘qguliudgg\" with all the colunivs for the =
;‘furp&amnpg'_ istablishing some new scheme:

- I'hope the House will ‘not_adopt any: such

a course as will postpone, perhaps for ever, -
-or at all-events for a long period, all chauces’
of -uniou.. All.the statesisen und public” -
_men who bgve written or spoken on the -

”»

.., sideration of this schume, it.is believed, as a

_Whole, to be for the advantage of this: pro-

. vinco—if the House and coantry believo thig|
. union to be coe which will ensure for us Bri..

* . tish “laws, British conneetion, abd British

subject. -admit the idvanfages of a union, -
if it were practicable : and now when. it'is
roved to be. practicable, it wo.do not em:

ablo time will'pass away, and we may never

iaoa‘zhizi‘?ltllfpé,rtdnity the present favor-



