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 MgssacE ﬂom the Govervor GENERAL on the Subject of the CLEReY |

s

No. 2.
Mes;.wc from
thc )
Governor General,

Reserves, and Bill for the stposal of said Reserves, and Disposition of 6th January 1840.

the Proceeds thereof.

(, POULI‘TT THO‘\]SO\* C L ; Toronto, 6th January 1840.

Pursuaxt to his Notice the Governor General now begs to call the Atten-

' tion of the House of Assembly to the State of the Clergy Reserves ‘
As will appear from his” Message to . the' House of Assembly of the

. 23d ultimo, Her Magesty was compe]led to withhold Her Royal Assent from

a Bill passed last Session, for reinvesting the (,lern‘y Reserves conditionally

in the Imperial Legislature, and Her ‘Maj jesty’s Government were desirous

that the Provincial Legislature should 1tsclf afford a Solutwn of thls much -

- debated and very comphcated Question.

~The Governor General does not. conceal from hlmself the leﬁcultxes by.
which . this Subject is surrounded. = The frequent “Agitation of it in both
Houses—the various Opinions which have been announced upon it—and the
different Schemes which have unsuccessf'ully been brought forward, render
the Settlement of it, even in this Province, a Work of great Embarrassment ;

but it becomes yet more difficult to arrive at a final Solution- from the pecuhar’
Position in which ‘the Question: stands as contradistinguished from other
Subjects which may engage the Attention of the Legislature, — since” not
merely is the Assent of ‘the Crown required to whatever may be- ultlmately ‘
determined upon here, but the Decision of the Provincial Parliament' is open

to chcnon by Address from cither House of Parliament in England.

Still, in the Opinion of the Governor General, the Circumstances of the
present Time imperiously demand a Settlement of this long agitated Question. -
The probable Approach of the Union of the Two. Provmces ‘'would at once

suggest the Expediency of bringing to a Termination before that Event shall :

occur a Matter so peculiarly. affecting Upper Canada ; nor is it less necessary,

with a view to remove a Source of unceasing Excxtement and Discord within = :'
the Province, the protlacted Existence 'of wluch ‘opposes a Bar to that Tran-‘ o

quillity so necessary for its Prosperity. -

~ Deeply 1mpressed with these’ I*eehno's, the Governor General has gnen to
the Subject all the Attention in his: POWEI ; and he has ‘directed a Measure

~ to be prepared, to which he earnestly invites ‘the Consideration of the House

of Assembly, in ‘the : anxious Hope that it may lead to a final and satlsfactory‘ |

Adjustment. ‘

- He proposes that the Remamder of the Land should be sold and the annua] “

Proceeds of the whole Fund, when realized, be' dlstrlbuted accordingi to. -

‘Terms which will be clearly defined, between the Church of Lngland, the

Church of Scotland, and such other rehglous ‘Persuasions 'as_are 'recognized
by the Law of Uppe1 Canada, for the Support of religious Tnstruction within

- the Province, and for the Promotion there of the vreat and sacred ObJects for .
" which these different Bodies are established or assocmted |

 'He trusts that there will be found in such a Plan a, Just Reward to the‘jj
| ‘Ob‘]ects for which this Pr opelty was destined, tempered by a due Lonsxderatxon fo
- of the State of Society and ot the Feelings which have grown up'in this Pro-

- vince and in- the Legislature upon’ the Questlon ; and he confidently recom-,

‘mends it for Adoptxon as the Measure which, in his Opnuon, will afford the
. surest Prospect if assented to by the Lems]ature here, of proving final, and,”
Cif final, of conducmg to the Peace and Hsppmess of the Iuhabxtants of thls; o

Provmce aenelally

Loyt

Dnsm of BILL.“ C e

W HIEREAS 1t is expedxent to prov1de for the ﬁna.l stposmon of the Lands
called Clergy Reserves:in  this Province, and: for the Appropriation of the -

Draftof Bill.

yearly Income arising or to arise therefrom for the Mamtenance of Rellglon )

;J_and the Advancement of rehglous Know]edge :




