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the earliest intelligence of the actual declaration
of war, an immediate further communication of
his sentiments was unnecessary. On the day,
however, on which the intelligence of that event
reached Quebec, the 25th June, 1812, a letter
was despatched to Major-General Brock from
the Adjutant-General, communicating the infor-
mation ; and as soon as the important arrange-
ments respecting the Lower Province, and par-
ticularly those for the defence of Quebec had
been completed, Sir George Prevost proceeded
to Montreal. Upon his receiving at that place
a despatch from Mr. Foster, our late minister at
Washington, with an official notification of the
war, he immediately afterwards, (or 7th July,)
and within a fortnight after the first intelligence
of it had reached him at Quebec, sent cii his
first despatch to Major-Genreral Brock. This
was followed by another on the 10th of the
same month by Colonel Lethbridge, who was
sent to take the command at Kingston; and
in both these letters every instruction and in-
formation which Sir George Prevost’s situation
afforded, or enabled him to give, were sent to
the Major-General. That these despatches did
not reach General Brock until the 29th of the
month was owing to circumstances over which
Sir George Prevost had no control. It must
be observed, however, that General Brock re-
ceived the despatches several days before he set



