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by side with a danger still greater. It would run for several hundred. miles close upon the
. highway not only of the United States but of ail nations.

Assume that the United Kingdom were destitute of a railwav, and that it was proposei to
construct onc for the security of nilitary communication and commercial traffic, would it be
recommended thiat it should follow the immediate coasts of the islands, or that it should, as
nuch as possible, run centrally through from north to sotli with branches to either coast ?

The case proposed in New Brunswick is not essentially different, except, that the inland
frontier will be less exposed to clandestine attack than the sea-coast. No formidable design
could originate and ripen for an inland attack without some warning ; not so on- tIe sea-coast.
It has beent aflirmed by high authority, that dven in 1tugland there would be no difficulty in
the present state of steam naviga tien, in landing without any available notice a well appointed
army on the south coast, wvhich could march unopposed to London in two days. -How
insignificant then %%ould bo the ordinary neans of opposition on the eastern coast of New Bruns-
wick, not even the slight obstacle of a landing could oppose the clandestine attack and inter-
ruption of the proposed line of railway, It would pass (according to the Report) immediately.
across flic heads of navigable rivers or bays, of the Gulf of St. Lawrence, and for a long distance
close along shore. Facility of approach by these means is mentioned in the Report as a
superior advantage in the construction. This two-edged advantage also extends along the
whole shore of the river St. Lawrence;

It vill scarcely be denied that it is important to reduce this source of danger to the shortest.
possible extent of the line. Nearly 100 miles of the rnost objectionable part of the shore of the
St. Lawrence, and the whole of the guilf shore, are avoided by the central route through New
brunswick. If also it be the shortest and most expeditious, these would be most important
offsets against an assimed increase of expense. It is not certain without survey that tlis con-
struction of -this part of the lino would exceed the average coït. If not, then nearly a tenth of
the whole expense would bc- saved. It would cost nothing along the lino for defensive works,
that would not be equally necessary if the railway did not exist. On the other hand, no limit
could be assigned to the-expense of efficiently guarding the sea-coast.

The central lino would also be a common bond of union on a principle of equity to all local
interests in New Brunswick; its branches would bind those interests as one. A one-sided
lino, with the influence of Government in its favour, would tend to the obvions antagonismu of
private enterprise.

The Report enters upon the question of the probable revenue from freight t ran"smitted between
Quebec and Halifax.

There can be but, faint prospect of heavy freight finding its way along the whole Une for
shipment, at Halifax for Europe, or the reverse, durinrg the season of navigation, except where
expedition is of more importance than cost, or in case of sudden emergency like that which
occurred in 1846-7. During the winiter season beavy articles required either way will natu-
rallv take the shortest ine of railway, whiclh may connect the open navigation of the sea with
the nearest harbour of the St. Lawrence. The -shortest line of railway of this description that
cati be constructed within British territory, or perhaps elsevhere, is that now in progress from
the port of St. Andrew's. Another line. of not nany miles greater extent, may terminate at
St. John's; éither of these will be 240 to 260 miles shorter than the circuitous lino to Halifax,
and both will be as promptly-accessihle as that port frorm Bermuda and the West Indies, and
are only a few hours more remote from Europe. The central lino would convert*ese branches
into most important auxiliaries. The circuitous one would turn thorn isno rivaIs.

The qualities af the runk lino, theùëfore, most calculated to insuré revenue, are those of
directness and expeditio botween the extreme points of communication and as a commanding
medium of distribution d absorption of traffic by branches ta the chief maritime outlets
Thé nost important of rite latter must evidently be in the Bay of Fundy, because they a
accessible all the year. To divert the tru.ik lIjne as far as possible frômu these would be te
exclude it from a fair prospect of revenue.

To render this more eident, an- est imate of the comparative cost of transportation between
the respective Atlantic ports of Halifax, St. John's, and St. Andrev's, a-nd a common terminus
either at Point Levi, or at River du Loup, is as follows:-

FREIoIT by RAILWÂY, estimated at ld. sterling per ton pr mile.

Fror Point Levi. From River du Loup.

Delivered at Distance Amffunt. Distance Amount.
in -i"

Miles. Per Ton. Per Barre. Miles. Per Ton. Per Barrel.

£ a. d. s. d. £ .d. s. d.
Halfa . 635 3 19 4 8 0 525 3 5 7 6 6
St. John .. 390 2 8 9 5 0 2S0 1 15 0 'S 6
St. Andrews . 375 i 6 1Q 4 8 265 1 13 1 3 4

This estimate is predicated on the lowest rate of freiglht at-present charged on the westernrailroad in Massachusetts, This is a line competing with the navigation of the Hudson, ad
affords a fair guide in the case under considerationt

'Tie report in question, however, estimates the whole cost of transportation fromQuebec to
H1alifax at I ls. onîly per ton, -or about one-seventh of a remunerative .freiglt, a mistake arising
apparently fror the supposition that the cost of motive power is the whole cost, whereas it is
only a small fractional part. The oversiglit is the more inconvenient, as it destroys the specu.-
lations founded upon it. -There is no hope that a lino terminating at Halifat 'an systematically1 1,ý


