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gumonts on which Mr. Gladstono will baso
his new bill :

The Royal Commission on tho Laws of

Naturalisation and Allegiance, which was
appointed in May, 1868, and completed its
inguiry within nine months, reporting in
1869, was conatituted of the Harl v Claren-
don, Mr. Cardwell, M. P.,; SirR. J. Philli.
more, Judgo of the Admirally Court; Mr.
Baron Bramwell ; thethen Attornoy Genoral,
SirJ. Karslake; the Queen's Advocate, Sir
‘Travers Twist : Sir Roundell Palmer, Mr. W.
E. Forstor, M. P. . Mr. W. Vernon Harcourt,
Q. t. and Mr. Montague Bernard. Although
tho Commission did nnt escape a misfortune
which has befallen many recont British com-
missions—a disagreement among its mem-
bers upon some points—all ten agreed in
the essential recommendation of the report
and affixed their signatures toit. ‘I'he Com-
nussioners begin witha definition of natural
born British subjects—viz, those who ure
such. because born within the Queen's do-
minions, and ‘those who are daclared to be
such by various general acts of parlinmant,
though born out of the dom.nion of the
British crown. By the common law of Eng-
land the ellegiance of natural horn British
subjects is indelible. . 'The Commissioners
stale at once that they are of opinion that
this doctrine is neither reasonable nor con-
venient. It isat variince with those prin-
ciples on which the rights and duticsof a
subject should be deemed to rest; it con
flicts with thnt freedom of action which is
now rocognised as most conducive to the
general good as woll as te individual hap.
pinest and prospority, and it 1s especially
mconsistent with the practice of a State
which allows to itssubjscts absolute fresdom
of emigration. It is inexpedient that British
Law should maintain in theory, or should by
foreigh nations be supposed to maintain in
practice, any obligations swhich it cannot en-
force, and ought not to onforce if 1t eould ;
and 1t is unfit that o country should remain
subjoct to claims for protaction on the part
of persons who, 80 faras in them lies, have
sevored their connection with it. The com-
missioners nccordingly submitted the fol.
lowing recommendations fur an amendment
of the law :—
. 1. Any British subject who, being resident
ina foreign country, shall bs naturalised
therein, andshall undertake, according to
its laws, theduty of allegianca to the foreign
Ntate a8 n subject or citizen thereof, should,
upon such naturalisation, cease to be a
British subject.

2. Tho principle of this rule should be ap-
plied to & woman who, beinga British sub-
Ject, shall become by marriage with an alien
tho subject or citizen of & foreign Stale.

3. The wife of & British subject Fho shall
hecome aaturalised abroad, and his children,
if under the age of tenty one years at the
date of his naturalisation, should likewiso
cease (o be British snbjects from that dute;
but this rule should not include & wife or
child who has not emigrated to the country
of natursalisation, nor should it operate un
less, according to the local law, the natural-
isation of tha husbuand or father hus natural-
1sed also the wifo or child.

4. Naturalisation 1 n foreign country,
though' operating from the time of its com-
pletion &s an extinguisbment of the original
citizenship, should not carry with it dis.
charge from responsibility for acts done bo.
fera the new allegiance was acquired.

Provision chould be made for applying
the same principles to the casae of British
:}xojects who have becumo so by naturalisa.

ion,

The commissioners observe that the re
moval of tho difficulties arising frony 2 double
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allogiance canuot be ontirely accomplishad
without the co-operalion of other countries,
and thoy say:

If Great Dritain renounces the doctrine of
indelible allegiance, and acknowledges that
British subjeots cun divest themselves of
their nationality by foreign naturalisation,
it may bo hoped that'tho same principles
will be rocognisod by siher counlries with
respect to aliens napuralised within the
British dominions; and we acco dinglyre
commend that eftorts should be made to
procuro that reciprocity, as wall as to secure
to the children ot British sujects born abroad
tho snmeo power of choosing their nationality
which it is proposed to confor on_the chil-
dren born of alien pavents within British
tervitory. 'This might be effected by agrooe-
ments or conventions concluded with dif-
feront Statos separately, or better, perhaps,
by means of a general understanding ar-
rived at, in conference or otherwise, by tho
powers most interested in the subject.

The report concludes by recemmending
tho abolitlon of the mixaed jury system. It
was instituted by Edward IIL, a8 an en.
couragement to foreign woollen merchants
to resort to the English market. 'The tor-
eigners on a mixed jury are not required to
be of the same nationality as thie aliens,
they may all speak different languages. The
system is incorrect, and presents no sdvan-
tages.

TRANSIT ACROSS THE CONTINENT.

LAND AND RIVER IMPROVEMENTS.

Gen, 1. J. Cram, of the U. S. Corps of
Engineers, vead a paper befora the Detroit
Board of Trad e on Friday last, on the sub-
Ject of the Northern Inter-Oceanio route of
commoreial transit bel ween the tide.water
of Puget Sound of the Pacific and tide-water
on the St Lawrence Gulf of the Atlantic
Ocean: The paper very fully and ably dis-
cnssed the whols question, giving and criti-
cising the various plans for a ship canal
around Niagara ¥ lls. After desenbing
the routo of the proposed Northern Pacific
Railway, and pointing out the im~+~ovoments
necessary to be made in St. M.y's Canal
and the St. Clair flats, Gen Cram cama to
cousider the obstructions to navigation pre
sented by the Niagara river. Ve quote tho
remainder of his paper:—

¢ Around this obstruction thers exists on
the Canadaside the well known Velland
Canal, 28 miles in length—leaving Lake
Eiie at Port Colborne, 18 miles west of
Buffalo, and debouching ibto Lake Ontario
at Port Dalhousié, avoiding not only the
Falls but all the Niagara River—thus throvw-
ing{ aside the parts above and below the
Falls, which are eminently susceptible of
deep navigation, aud overcoming the total
fall from the head to the foot of the canal
of 134} feet, with 27 locks of 150x26} feat
of chamber, and only 10} feet of water on
the mitro sills.

t‘This total of 334} fect is to be regarded
as tho difference of level betwesn Lako Erio
at Port Colborne and Lake Ontario at Port
Dalhousie. Subtracting the perpendicular
descent of the Niagara Falls from this, the
remainder would be the fall of the paris of
the river which ars above and below the
cataract. . :

“The maximum capacity of this canal i»
a vessel 140 st long, 26 foet beam and
drawing 104 feet and 500 tnns burthen, or

only 16,667 bushels of wheat. Of the ves-
sels av present engoged in commerce on the
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lakes many avo littlo skort of 300 feot in
length. Freight can be transported much
more cheaply in large vessels than in small
ones It is phin, therofors, that to meet
the wants ot commerce tho Welland Canal
will have to Lo enlarged g0 ns to have its
locks 330 x 50 feet and 16 feet of water on
the mitre sills, to bo made 90 feet wide ut
tho bottons and 140 at the surface, and a
depth of at least 17 fect.  But thero is a
very serious hitural obstacle to improvin
the Welland Canil to such o capacity, an
that is awlle extent of ,ock formation
in the Iako m front of Port Colborno
coming up  within twelvo feet of
the surfuce. its width at least 1,000 fool.
Without excavating through this rock it
would be usecless to despon the oanal to
mure than 12 feet on the mitre sills. ['he
englargomest of the ¢nal to tho full capa
city vroposed, including a corresponding
chann)l through the 1nke rvoek, was estimat-
cdlt]o be from £10,000,U00 to $12,000,000 in
gold,

% “Gon. Cram believed that the great ex-
ponse of such an improvement, the length of
time roquired 1o mako it, the langth of the
canal and its being n o foreign country, are
puints of objection of suflicient weight to mn-
duce the construction of a shorter and bat-
ter ship canal around Niagara Falls on the
American sido. He then rehearsed briefly
the history of this projoct from its inception
60 yeurs ugo, under Jetferson’s administra-
tion, when n company was formed to build
this canal. But it is no nearer done now
than then,

“If our Northwest intends it shall be
completad, nnd, nodoubt, its loud demands
will force its congtruction cither by publicor
private means, as soon as the consequencas
of the gigantic consolidation of railroads oe-
come developed in their relation to the
trausportation of products, it is desirable,
for all interesied in Lthe work, to have the
cana mnot only located on the best route,
but ulso to have it constructed on ~ plan
commensurate with all future commerce
that may ressouably bo expected to flow
between the Pacific and Atlantic, along the
route of the projected Northoyn DPacific rail-
road and the chain of lakes.

“In regord to location, all other things
being equal, the shortest of the practicable
lines should be adopted. The shorteat
leaves Nimagara river at Schlosser, (three
miles above the falls) and cebouches into
this river below tha fulls and all the rapids
atb a point 700 feet north of the steamboat
landing at Lewistoon, N. Y., being 75100
miles long, which is only one quarter ths
length of the Welland canal, he profile
on this routo gives the total fall between
;he Schlossor and Lowiston terminus as 316

cot.

“Gen. Cram then gave mdetail and criti-
cised the plan of Col. Blunt, the plan of
John Burt, the plan of Col. Forshey, and
another plan which had Leon proposed.
The first is that of 21 double locks distribut-
ed in fivo flights, separated by short Lasins,
and is estimated to cost, according to Gen.
Cram’s theory of its capacity, $13,457,259.
The plan of John Burt is to mako s single
lock of 316 feet lift, and is ostimated to cost
$11,500,000. The plan of Col. Forshoy is to
raise and lower vessols floating in docks in
two soparate cuts the whola distance by
means of ropes over pulloys, like alternate
ascending and descending buckets ina well.
This is estimated to cost about $12,000,000.
Znother plan is to make a sories of 12 stops
and risers in tho through cuts, and to ar-
rango & flight of 12 doublo iocks, each with
283} ft. lift, with stoele gates. Upon this plan
the estimated cost is $12,500,000



