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contributions in money and hooks amounting to £780, Nova Scotin cur.
rency. ‘The Syaod then resolved unanimously that, having heard with
defight the cheenng « tcounts whielt had beea given of the ruccess of lus
mission to Scotland, they exprese thur  thanks to Mr. MeCulioch fur
the great zeal and diligence with which he had prosceuted e tin-100
and to return their cordial thanks to the Synod awd people of the Unmted
Presbytesian Church of Stotiand for the hindiy awd wlnca they had goen
them.

AUSTRALIL—Mr. Somerville, nus, sec'y, stated, on behalf of the board of
Musstong, that the tee, Robert Hanulton, Wiierbeck, liad appued to be
sent out as & missnary o Port Phubp, - Austrabia. lu the event o
s being accepted, he fad mumated that hc‘wml'h‘l require a sum of £250
20 cover the expense of A pg<age and outlit,  The l_lu.ml entertamed
tghly favorable opmton of Mr, Hanudton’s qualifications for abonog m
the mssonary tield, but brought his case before the Synod for two rea-
sons =1, Oa nccount of the peeahar relation {n wlich ey swod to thus
nussion,  Oa 1 tormer occaston, a comanttee appomted to conspler the
question of a messton to Austrahia repurted that it wasa favorable field,
prrovided the clains of other nussions on thewr funds aduiued of ther
entering upon it ; andse had beea remated 10 the Board of Musons to
repurt ta the Synod when their furds were # lequate for the undertaking ,
they had never as yet, howeeer, found themselves i a position to report
to this effeet. 2. The two brethers 1 Port Phubip, formerly connected
with thhs ckurch had united with other two numsterg, and formned a sepa-
rate and independent eccteanstical communty, which they d. signated the
Dunted Presbyrerian Chiurch of Austraba,  ‘The Board felt that they could
not, withoat the saaction of the Synod, send out a nussionary to a church
bowever sound it nught be i the futh, which declared wsetf a sepacate
and independent church.

A comimittee wdas then appointed to consider the application, and re-
port.

Phe comuuttee aficewards reported that, looking at the uecessities of
the distniet of Port Plulip, and the sporiance of increasmg the number
of those who stouid tahfally preach the Gospel to a randly increasmg
populition, the Syaad should agree, withaut prong « auy with
1egard tosummary of doctnne and church pohty ol the Unuied Presby-
tenun Syned of Victor-a, to remit to the Buard of Missions to asust the
Rev. Mr. Hanulton i going out as a nnssionary to that distnet,

IRisit AssvciaTe Prssavrery —A communicauon recewved fiom the
Associate Presbytery of Ireland, req d that the itee fur the dis-
tributton of preachers should have suthonty to send preachers to supply
pulpats an Ireland, the Presbytery engagng to give a free passagen addi-
tion to the usual remuneration.

After n short conversaton, it was agreed to authonse the committee
in terms of this request.

Liquipatios of Desr.—Me Greig reported on the part of the Debt-
Laquidating Board. ‘There was a retmnt Just year to the Debt-Ligudaung
Board on three pomnts.  First, a recommendation by the Synod to those
congregations winch had not coliected to the Liquidaung-Debt Fund, to
do so without delay ; aad the Board was instructed to take steps to bring
the sulyect before these congregations.  ‘T'he Boaid carned out the -
siructions of the Synod ; but their appeal was not generally or beartly re-
sponded to. In the previous year there were 238 congregations who had
collected the suin of £700 ; but the remaiming 220 congregations had only
raised during the last year £31. ‘The second point rentted to the Board
was to proceed with the conswleranon of the application for 2id, and to
extend aid to such eases as they found required immediate relef.  The
Board had between tweaty and thirty applications Iying on the table, aud
found 1t & difficult and 1nvidious thing to pick eut this one and that one,
seeing tliere was no case of a strugghing congregation.  The Board there-
fure found 1t necessary to dechine runming ndeRmtely anto debt ; and,
having pledged themselves to the amount of some hundreds more than
they had already received, they were rather disposed to wat tll the
means were duly provided. befure they telieved congregations-of their
debt by runging more decply 1uto debt themselves,

Dr. Young kunew notlung distinct from, and subordinate to the preach-
ing of the Gospel, which had doue more forthe public service of the
chureh thaa the engination of tlns measure. It had been the means of
giving very cxteasive relief to no small number of congregations. A
Jarge portion of the work was dune, and they were now over the hill top
and down a good way on the other side § and he had no doubtif an ap-
peal was made to their people they would find them ready to fimsh the
work which they had alrcady so far accomplished.  Afier expressing the
obligation of the Synod to the few frends who had interested themselves
in this matter, be said that they might leave the whole matter in ther
hands, as they would know better how to proceed with the subseription
than the Synod could. *

The following resolution was then agreed to :—The Synod cordially
approving of the proposal made in the report, are of. opion that sub-
scriptions should be entered nto with-the view of providing adeqaate
funds to enable the Board to prosecute its operations, and remut 10 the
Board to carry out in such ainanner as they deemed proper the resolution
now come to.

Rerort ox StaTistics.—Dr. Peddie gave in the report from the Com-
mittee on Statistics for the year. Afier referring to the tardy manner in
which the returns t0 the schedule of queries were scnt in, and the diffi-
culty which.the Committee had, therefore, in making up their report, and
regrettiogithat, notwithstanding-all that they had done, the report was
not fall and perfect ;-be:was, however, hoppy to say that- they had re-
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ceived a considerably 1arger n8inber of returns from the congregations
than lawt year,  Last year they received returns from 379 congeegations,
while this year they received returns  frome 417, which thue leit only 90
defaulters this year, the number of congregations in the body amounting
10 307, ‘They had recenved  returns from all the congregauons in the
presbytenies of Brecha, Danfenmbue, Bdinburgh, Galloway, Kelso, Tu-
verness, Hamiton, and (with the exception of a stauon) Flgn. 401
congregations hiad repozted on the number of nembers, wlich amounted
to 10,636, bemng an average ot 19, 352 congregations reported the nume-
be of removals, which were {01, the avernge bemng 21, snd conse-
quently the average of gan on each congregation was 3 on those report-
ing, or about 100 over the whale,  The attendance from 375 was re~
ported, which amounted to 140,869, or an average of 376, ‘I'he sent
reats m 351 congretanions were reported which amounted to £37,363
19s. 11d.  ‘Ihe collections were aorted from 368 congregations, which

i anounted to £39,699 16s. 7d., and the subscriptions from 177 con-

greations, which amounted to £11,717 133, 4, other resources were
reported from 140 congreganons which amounted 10 £2782 123, 3d 5
382 congregations reported the stpends they gave, which amounted to
£16,52), 213 conzivgations reported ther saccamental expenses amount-
g to £1902 9s. 4d. 220 congrcgations reported thewr mterest on debt,
amounting to £3574 18s. 3d. The debt hiqudated on 119 congrega-
uons who had reported, was £12,805 7s. &I, 310 congregations re-
ported the general expenses; which amounted to £12,298 125, 1, 490
congicgations reported the annual value of manses, wincli anmounted to
£2897 103, ; and the debt on the 235 covgragations who had reported
was £393,057 7s. 5. The contributions to the United Preshyterian
mn=s1008 from 342 congregations who had reported swas LIRS 5s, Td.
283 congregations had reported the number of volumnes in their libraries
10 be 121,628, bemy about a velume to cach member of the Church.

Dr. Peddie then read the names of those congregations that had neglected
10 send 1n reports,  He suggested the Synod should adept some nieasures
for sccuning a fuller and spore regular return, as well as returns from such
congregations as had not sent them in, and that the attention of Presby-
tenies should be directed to this subject, wnlt a view to stinalaung pres-
bytenies to do their duty in this matter; and that the whole returns
shomd be in the liandz of the Commuttce, at the lasest, on the 1st Feb?

Psausoox —Tnr 11 uy-Boog.—Dr. Joseph Brown laid on the table of
the Syaod the new draft of a Hlymn Book prepared by the Committee on
Psalmody., He sad they had been restricted to the nunber of 300
hymas, but, in preparing a volume which should be worthy of this church,
they had trespassed beyond the limits assigned by about 150,  About 50
of the paraphrases fiad been ineomporated with the work.  Almost all the
hymn-hooks reeently published contained a far greater number of hymns
than that new laid before the Synod. Dr. Alexander’s contaned 550,
without ineluding the paraphrascs, the Congregational hymn-book 620,
Dr. Reid’s volunte ¥20, and Dr. Campbelt’'s 1000,  On behalf of the com-
rittee, he had to request that the Synod should appmnt another Commut-
tee to louk at the work, and 10 bring 1n 2 report at a subscquent sederunt.

A commitice was accordingly appointed.

Dr. Beatie gave in a report from tlis committee, recommending that
the psalmody comitiee, be re-appointed, with mstructinns to send dowg
copies of the hymn-hook to each numster snd » Tequesting sucl
suggestions for 1s further improvement as they may deem proper, and
that after considering these sugacsuons the comnuttee be authonzed to
publish the hymn-book forthwith for the use of the church,ia such editions
and at such prices as they may approve of,

De. A. ‘Tliomson smd, when once the Lymn-hook received the impri-
matur of this Synod it would occcupy a very important and influential
place in their church. Tt ehould be brought as near the pomt of perfec-
tion as poesible, yet further delay would be injudicions.  He had looked
through the work, and was quite satisfied that it was well adapted to0
serve the purpose for which it was mtended. e moved the adoption of
the report. Carried.

PeTitions 10 Lictstatinr.—A petition to the Legiclature on the
subject of Austialian marnages was agreed to, and ordesed to be sent for
presentation to the Duke of Argyle aud Mr Cowan.

A pettion was also cordially adopted 1n favour of Mr Cowan's bill for
the abolition of ‘Tests in Umversitics.

PasTorAL AbDRiss.—A committee was appointed to prepare a pas-
torai address adapted to the tumes, with 2 special reference to Popery.

Crose oF THE Syyon.—On Fnday evening, thie proccedings having
come to a close, the MopERATOR deliverpd a brief valedictory address.
« I congratulate,” he said, # this Synod on’ the agrecable and. profitable
-meeting now brought to a close, and on the fact thht thie business has
been satisfactonly got through withia the compass of'a week. I tirust
_that when the members separate, and return to their respective spheres of
lahour, they will carry with them impressions that -will-have the effect of
stimulating them to greater diligence in the discharge of their important
duties. We have reason to be thankiul to the Great Head of the Church
{or the prosperity attendant on our missione, for the increasing support
-given to thein, and {or the interest in them of which this 1s the evidence.
I trust the same spirit will go on till our efforts are augmented a hundred-
fold. My eamest prayer is for the Divine blessing to test on our church ;
then will she be prosperous, and all her members will be kait to one
another in chiistian love and fellowship.”

The MoozraTor having engaged in prayer and pronounced the bene,
-diction, the 8ynod adjourned, to meet agein on the Monday afier-ths
first Sabbath-of May, 185%: - i




