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MYSTERIES OF INTERCOLONIAL RAILWAY
FINANCE.

It is given out that the Intercolonial earned last
year a surplus of §623,164. This is reached by earnings
of $9,264,234 with working expenses of $8,645,070. Com
pared with other railways it is a poor showing enough.
It means that operating expenses are more than 93

per cent, of the earnings. Taking all Canadian rail-
ways together the operating expenses amount to 70 per
cent. of the earnings. The Canadian Pacific working
expenses are always under 70 per cent.; the Grand
Trunk the same. Even the Dominion Atlantie, which

has been sold, managed to make a margin of 35 per

cent, Last year was a great son for American
railways. Large surpluses were made by successful
lines, and shargholders were gratified with large divi-
dends. Had the total surplus claimed for the Inter-
colonial been available for dividends it would have
amounted to less than three quarters of one per cent.

on the capital.
40 per cent. remntal basis,
the rent charge would have been
which the poor $623,164 would have made a poor show
ing. It should also be noticed that in addition to the
$8,645,070 charged as working expenses, the government
expended on the railway $1,278,409, so that the total ex
penditure exceeded the total revenue by $655,345,

But while the return for the year ending last March
is pitiful compared with that of other railways, it
magnificent compared with that of 190809, In that
year there was no surplus claimed, but a deficit of
$800,952 admitted. How do we get this extraordinary
change in one year from a deficit of eight hundred thou-
sand to a surplus of three quarters of that sum? How
does it happen that the railway’'s working expenses drop
from 110 per cent, of the earnings to 93 per cent?

Mr. Graham and his board of management will per-
haps say that there have been reforms and economies.
But when we go back still another year we again find
a surplus, and so for the year before that and the one
before that again. And then behold in 190405 the
awful and unprecedented deficit of $1,725,303! These
are great mysteries. We do not see such phenomenal
fluctuations in other railways.

Mr. Graham and his officers can
have brought the railway out $1,400,000
than in 1908-09. But Mr. Emmerson
could claim in 1906 that they had made an improvement
of $1,800,000 over the year before. Mr. Blair was
once able to claim a sudden transfer of a deficit of
$488,186 into a surplus of $96,822 the next year. This
was his proud day.

Looking over these
deficits -into surpluses,

Had the road been operated on the
proposed for the Valley Line,

$3,707,293, against

is

claim that they
better in 1909-10
and his officials

three significant changes of
we find one constant quantity.
The years of profits do not all correspond with the
best years of other railways. The years of largest
losses are not those when railway business was gen-
erally bad. The one coincidence which presents itself
in all the cases is the fact that the big changes for
the better were in the years following an election.
Also the big deficits were in election years. This is
an interesting and suggestive circumstance.

Mr. Blair's great deficit was in the election year
1900, and is shown in the returns for
1900-01. The deficit was nearly half a million, more
than double that of any other full year of Mr. Blair's
administration. This was followed by a handsome sur-
plus next year,

Mr. Emmerson’s record deficit was in 1904-05, cov-
ering the election campaign of 1904. It was nearly a
million and three gquarters, towering far above any
other losses known to Intercolonial history. The next
year Mr. Emmerson came forward triumphantly with a
surplus, and the claim that he was a great railway re-
former, having made a miraculous change in one brief
year.

Mr. Emmerson had two surpluses and then came
Mr. Graham who also showed a margin of profit in his
first year. But this promising showing went down
before election year. The campaign of 1908 turned the
surplus into the striking deficit of 1908, amounting
to $800,952, It was a gloomy record, but it serves
to brighten the contrast of the foilowing year for which
once more a surplus is claimed.

Reasoning from analogy we may now expect sar-
pluses untll the next election year, when a deficit per-
haps greater than has ever been known will be re-
vealed, thus preparing the way for the minister who
shall follow to present a cheerful contrast.

What shall we then conclude? That the election
year deficits are not real, but are made up of election
expenses properly chargeable to the government party,
but levied on the whole country in this decéptive way?
That nothing worse happens than excessive purchases
and payments in election year for services that are
not normal, but relieve the year following? That Inter-
colonial accounting is a mere political device on which
no reliance can be placed? ' We leave the problém to
the ingenious reader to solve for himself,

the fiscal year

MR. HAZEN AND THE TAFT-FIELDING TREATY.

When Mr. Hazen told the Boston company that
the recent treaty between President Taft and Mr. Fleld-
ing was not calculated to make Canadians eager for
further negotiations between the parties, he said an
obviously true thing. The Telegraph’s justification of
the treaty does not make it any more sttractive. The
Telegraph says:—“As they (Bir Wiltrid and Mr. Field-
“ing) succeeded in preventing the application of the
“American maximum duties to-Canadian products, and
» without the slightest loss of fiscal independence
concessions except upon a baker’s
articles, Mr. Hagen's statement of the

Asa mnttet of fact Clm

the value of our total exports to France and Gerfmany,
any may thus be worthy of respectful notice. The
intermediate tariff was introduced as & schedulé for
negotiation of reciprocal treaties, and it has been con-
ceded to the United States with no reciprocal return,
except escape from a retaliatory tariff. The United
States provided a retaliatory tariff, and we bought im-
munity from it by this offering. Suppose the Telegraph
were right in saying that the escape is worth the
money, would not Mr. Hazen be equally right in saying
that Canadians are not anxious for any repetitions of
the performance? If he is not how many more such
ransoms would the Telegraph suppose that the Cana-
dian people desire to pay?

The truth that the people of Canada do not like
this treaty at all. They do not like to be threatened
with retaliation for their negotiations with France. They
do not like the surrender in the face of these threats.
They do not wish the thing to happen again. It can-
not be pleasant to Canadians to frame reciprocity
schedules for an exchange of concessions, and to give

_ {them to any country for nothing, thus making the whole
. |scheme useless.
.|exemption from punishment

The fact that this concession buys
may give us as a people
relief from anxiety, but it does not make us proud.

Mr, Hazen is absolutely right.

CULPABLE NEGLIGENCE,

The verdict of the coroner’s jury at Nauwigewauk
charges the Intercolonial management with “culpable
neglect” and places on the authorities of that railway
the responsibility for the disaster. A warning against
hasty conclusions is found in the sworn testimony. It
was positively several Intercelonial men
that the suburban train had a right to be on the track,
and that the west bound through train should have
stopped and gone on the siding. It now appears that
the Maritime Express had the right of way, that the
suburban should have been on the siding, and that the
train on which te brakeman was Kkilled was going ac-
cording to orders. Yet while it had for months been
the rule that the suburban trains should leave the
track to the opposite express, the conductor and driver
of the suburban believed that their train should keep
the track. The station officer seems to have thought
the same. Even after the accident this was the pre
vailing view among train people at this end of the
line But the officers the opposite train under
stood the rule and carried it out. Thus the two trains
came together on the same track and a man was
killed, and this happened while all the officers on the
traing were carrying out orders as ‘they understood
them. The jury finds that the officers ¢f the offending
train “were conscientiously performing their duty, but
“through the neglect of the management of the Inter
“colonial Railway to provide the said c¢rew of No. 136
“with a copy of said bulletin, the accident ensued.” This
is the basis of the finding of “culpable negligence.”

The rule as to crossings was set forth in a bulletin
posted in stations. This bulletin seems to have disap-
peared from the St, John station. The suburban train
offi s supposed it to be not in force. They were not
carel on the matter for they consulted about it.
Their conclusion was not justified by the facts, but it
geems to have been entertained by others besides them.
The jury is evidently of the opinion that in matters in-
volving life and death, these matters should not be left
for train officers to study out and conjecture for them-
selves, with a fair prospect of reaching a fatal ven-
clusion. They should be plainly stated and distinctly
brought to the notice of the men resnonsible for run-
ning the trains, and this would seem to be more es-
pecially true when new trains are sent. out, or train
officers are placed in new positions.

There is the further finding that a grave responsi-
bility attaches to the authority responsible for the re-
moval of the semaphore. No one seems to know
who is to blame for the absence of this simple but ef-
fective device for the protection of trains at stations.
The whole matter demands a prompt explanation from
persons in high authoérity on the government railway.
The verdict of the jury in a recent Intercolonial disaster
in Gloucester county did not please the member of the
board of management, who seems to have charge of
these matters. This verdict is much stronger, and the
facts supporting it show that the train crews cannot
this time be blamed for everything.

No one demands impessible perfection in the man-
agement of the government railway. But ordinary pru-
dence and care may be expected and the public will
awnit with interest some explanation of the extraordin.
ary condition of affairs revealed in this inquiry. The
attitude of one member of the board of management
after the Nash's Creek accident last year, makes it all
the mere necessary that there should now bhe fuller
explanation.
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GENERAL BOTHA—PREMIER OF SOUTH AFRICA.

So far the conquered Boers have had little reason
to regret the success of. British arms ten years ago.
Paul Kruger was the ruler of one state in South Africa.
Next week General Botha will dominate this state and
three others, to say nothing of an immense added
territory. The sway of this Boer commander will not
only include the two original Dutch republics, but the
Cape Colony, and even Natal, in which the Dutch had
no foothold at all. If the prediction should be verified
that he will call to his first cabinet Messrs. Merriman,
Sauer, Smutz and colleagues of their type, the immediate
triumph of Britain’s late foes would be egual to that of
Uritaiz in the late “war.

It is not likely that all this will happen. General
Botha must appeal to the electorate almost immediately.
He must offer to the people a cabinet which will com-
mend itself to some of the English speaking voters. He
has shown some capacity for government and a disposi-
tion to conciliate people other than Dutch. The record
of the Botha administration is on the whole considered
creditable. Hé never was in sympathy with the Kruger
element, and only the war made him a comrade of the
late president. If now General Botha, as Premier,
should organize a ministry in which men of the type
of Sauer and Smutz appear, the first election would see a
division on race lines. In such a conflict the Dutch
might win the first victory, but it would be the road
to disaster.

G 1 Botha is h of a st to know
that he must hold the support of a considerable British
lelement if he lg to make a figure in the South African
Union. Sir Wilfrid Laurier, who was his closest as-
|soclate at the Imperial conference, would probably ad-
vise him to seek the support of ome English spe-.kiu
party on party lines while quietly chlmlnt the support
T“ all his iots on race gr
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EMERSON & ﬂSHER, ltd., 26

We have added to our regular
DIAMOND and other GEM RINGS.

cent purchase, and mounted in the
workshop.

Ferguson

Dnmm“lﬂdm. -

DIAMOND RINGS

These being made up of stones of exceptional values, and of re-

SIGNET and PLAIN RINGS of all descriptions made to order.

stock a very large assortment of

Iatest styles of settings in our own

& Page,

41 KING STREET

‘Phone 1172,

$4.75

Per Ton Delivered in City Proper

SALMON ASH COAL

A clean lump yoal for OPEN FIRES, and ALL Household Usea,
CANADA'S BEST COAL TODAY.

Canadian Coal Corporation,

Duffell Whasf, Charlette Strest, P. 0. Box 18

OLO-FASHIGNED MOTHER

“Tiny sprites of every day

Shining clean, so small, ‘so sweet,
Welcome twilight after play,
Welcome rest for weary feet!
Here's your cuddling and your rhyme
All the charm of story time!

“Little son, so eager-eyed,
Little chubby girl o' mine,

On my knee and at my side—
Cheeks ablaze and eyes ashine.
Hearing tales of'elf and fay.
At their tricksy wanton play!

“Stories, too, of heroces bold.
Splendid, savage sallor men,
Legends of the Age of Gold.
(Truer than we moderns ken!)
God and goddess lend their glories
To our magi¢ bedtime stories!

“Tiny sprites of every day,

Some would steal your ancient right
Prating of ‘The Modern Way'—
‘Not for babes Arablan Nights—
No more cuddling, not one rhyme,
There should be no story time!’

“Tiny sprites of every day,

We will risk it, you and I, i

All the danger of such y—

Modern Science we defy!

Dear old Grimm, lend your glories

To our blessed bedtime stories!”
—Elizabeth Newport Hepburn.

GOOD STORIES

“One of the meanut_m of getting
a seat in a crowded €Ar c#ime to my
attention a while age,” said a man
who uses the subway every day. “I
was sitting near the door. At 14th
street two girls entered. I heard one
whisper to the other, ‘S8ay, Grace, limp
and somebody’ll think you're lame and
give you a seat.’”

“The girl spoken to did affect a limp
but it didn’t go at all. They stood
in front of me and they stood all the
way to 157th street, too. Since that
day I've watched for such tricks, and
now every time I give up my seat to
a woman I fear that I'm being taken
in by some such game.”

——— s

JOSH WISE BAYS,

“It is generally the hatchet faced
woman who says the eutting things.”
i

How could Maude descend to mar-
rying a mere circus scontortionist?
She wanted a man she could twist
round her finger,

Bisie (aged geven)—Ma,
a nickel.

Mother—What for, dear?
Elsie—I asked Willle Jones to play

I wanp

he won't dq, it unless I have a dowry.
R et

She—So Jack 1s married. Why, I
didn’t think he could raise enough
to pay the minister.

He—Oh, he found one who would
take a dollar down and fifty cents a
month

Mrs. Gnagg—I dom’t feel at all like
myself tonight,

Gnagg—Then we ulzlt to have a
pleasant evening.

we're getting married, and he says |R

Every pair of eye-
glasses we fit and
sell goes out of our
store on the strong-
" est guarantee we can
give.

We guarantee them to
be right—that they
accbrately correct the
defects of your vision,
that they fit your
face properly, that
they wili bring about
the desired results of
better vision, or free-
dom from eye strain.
We guarantee to
make any changes in
glasses that may be
necessary within a
year—free of charge.
Why not wear Guar-
anteed Glasses?

L. L. Sharpe & Son,

21 KING STREET,
8T. JOHN, N. B.

HOTELS

Royal.

D V Storm, Fredericton; A L Fuller,
Phllldelphlw FGJ Lomew G Rus-
sell, Forbes, Halifax; Thos P Robin-
son, Fredericton; W B Bishop, Mon-
treal; A B Bnylis, New York; J M
Huunn St Marting; C W B'elr. To-
ronto; D McL Vince, Woodstock; A H
Mcben, Moncton; G D Premtt, Al-
bert; F W Crouler, Toronto.

Dufferin.

Tuesday—G Fred Thomson, O F
Best, Providence; E B Roblduu,
Shediac; TR R Braine Canso; Mrs F
A Taylor, Amherst; Geo C Allen Pt
du Chene; W S Codner Moncton; O
M Melanson and wife, Miss Melanson, | Coal
Shediac; D J MacDonald, P B Island;
CHMcGee 8t. Geol e..ln-vldwn.
Rothesay ; Thos Williams, Shediac;
Mr and Mrs Sinclair, Boston; W 8
Carter Fredericton; R H Davis, Yar-
mouth; T B Kldnor, Fredericton; Mrs
L A Moore, Digby; R McArthurs, Hal-
ifax; C W Mcomton. Bt Geor(e- w

and wife, Frederlcwn. Mu Pred Jo-
ber, Frederlcton Miss Gladys E Brew-
er, Houlton; W © Buchanan, St Steph-
en; Amos J Lawrence, Montreal; A L
Hoyt McAdam; A Hillman, Menm.lc'
D Cameron McCarthy, Halifax; E M
Figher, Boston; W H Finson, Bln:or;
W E Dawson, London; Mrs J 8 Sel-
lick, Havelock; Mr and Mrs Fred M
Melanson, J T and Mrs Melanson,
Weymouth; Mrs John Fauley, McGiv-
ney; J C Jones, Petitcodiac; J W
Davidson, Rothesay; John M Hastings
St Martins; Mr and Mrs J Selick,

R,
Characteristic Expressi

Blood will tell, sald the man who
shaved himsélf and didn't want peo-
ple to know it.

The older I grow the stronger I
get, remarked the well-used pipe.
The game is pald the hungry
diner noting the ce in price on
the menu.

chorus girl, as she applied the pero-
xide to her locks,
It's time to

ner, sald the -
it from the
It doesn't bother 1! food is high,
said the giraffe s “nibbled away
at a tree top.

Anything for & m obgerved the Joh

gc.tdhrdll-

;I A Morrls, Petltcodlu-
Mr and Mrs B I Kena.n, St Buphon
Mrs Annie Nichol,.St Stophen 88
llll , wife and children, Woodstock

ndon, onuu- J H Haley, Wind-
uor W A Ni nrun Houlton; J K
Sutton, Wo ; Geo J Green, Me-
Adam; Mrs C Miss Clarke, Bear
River; F W Winter and wife, J
Cochrane, Moncton.

| M.26.27-28-30.

HUTCHINGS & CO,,
. BEDDING MANUFACTURERS =
WIRE MATRESSES, MATRESSES, ‘ :

Rules

The Judicature Act

of ﬂow lruncwlok

Gourt 1909

Copies of the sbove are on nle by

BARNES & CO., Limited,

84Prince WilliamStreet,

ST.JOHN

SAI.E[
OF I

WAL PIPER

20p. c.
Discount

*Phone 687

H. L. & J. T. McGOWAN, Ltd.,

139 PRINCESS !TRE!T.

250 Union Street

Is the place for the public
to buy their meat. All the

Prompt Dehvery.
"Phone 114531,

G. W. WIllIAMS.

18 WATERLOO S8TREET.
*Phone, 1986-11.

FOR HIGH GRADE

CONFECTIONERY

DELIGHTFUL ICE CREAM

and up-to-date Soda Drinks
with the latest and newest
flavors and fancies, call at

W. HAWKER & SON
Druggists, 104 Prince Wm. St

TENDERS FOR COAL

SEALED TENDERS will be received
at the office of the Common Clerk, ad-
dressed to him, until 12 o'clock noon of
NONDAY the

| requ. red
partments of lhe City of Saint John, viz:
FIRE DEPARTMENT.
90 /tons soft coal.

70 un- Anth. In American.
Stove

wwnn Anth. American.
tons Anth. 1'03“‘""' American,

43“.»16:'

ALL.
. American.

Y nAnKlT
10 tons Anth. American.
POLICE DIPARTMCNT.
60 tons Anth. en American.
8 tons Anth. American,
ns

Soft C

IRHY DlPARTMlNT.

45 tons American Antl. !g 3

18 tons American Anth.

WATER AND “W!lAGI DEPT.
156 tons Anthracite Furnace (Leinster

reet R
8 tons Anthracite Nu! (cny Hall Wnt;
4 tons loot h Nut nd Point West

w l
ksmith,
puluc OHKO D&;‘RTMINT.
6 tons Grand L

T West
40 telm Scotch Jumbo (6 and 6 Berths

'ro be delivered In such qumlun at
and at such t may
the dlltann!

be mull‘d b
lntvo-»n .the 3lst. q July l’ll) nnd
t l. day of Au‘ult, 911

mu't state the Mqu of the

jerers
mine al the coal proposed to furnish-
ed; also state tha number of pounds p:r

on.
A certificate of welght to accom
each load. The lo

-

pa
west or any tender m’t’

rily
t John, N. B.. May 25th, 191
Sain ohn. "* ”xczlh.vl'?
Comptroller.

NO BI:TIER TIME
For Entering Than Just Now

8t. John's summers are so cool, oup

position so elevated and our rooms so
well ventilated, that we do not find it
Y to take a

and we hnvo good classes during the -
warmest weather.

Also, students can get more atten.
tion than In winter, when our rooms
are crowded. e

Send for calalogue.

ROBT. MAXWELL,

Mason and Builder, Valuator
and Appraiser.
Brick, Lime, Stone,
Worker.

@enn . ;

©Office 16 Bydnay Strese
@ea. 385 Union B¢ Teb 838

COAL

AT SPRING PRICES

American and Scotch Hard
Coal now selling at lowest
spring prices.

R.P. & W. F. Starr,

LIMITED.
49 Smythe Street

Tel.—9

Rich'd Sullivan & Co.
Wines and Liquors
Wholesale only -

AGEN'TS FOR

WHITE HORSE CELLAR SCOTCH
WHISKEY, °

LAWSON'S LIQUEUR,

GEO. SAYER & CO'S FAMOUS COG.
NAC BRANDIES,

"|PABST MILWAKEE LAGER BEER.

44&46 DockSt.

e
IMPORTED CLYDESDALES
FOR SALE.

Just arrived at Fredericton from
Scotland seven choicely bred Clydes-
dales and splendid individuals. The
lot comprises one Stallion four years
old, one Stallion yelrl old, and
Ilv:‘ thro:-yea.r-old

ese horses will be lold by privat
sale to the first Imycr- M’;:mo. .:
very d i
quality of the lnluull. Six months
cudlt. will be given on approved

Homn may be inspected at Phair's
Stable, King street. All information
as to pedigrees, &ec., may be obtained
8t the stable or by addressing A. H.

Thomson, clo Department of Agricul
ture, Frechlclon.
1029-t1-DEW,

4

-~

)

Estat

In the
day before
will of W
Rokeby at
Hampton,
duly admi
testaments
dow, Mrs.
trix, name
the estate
and $3,500
Armstrong
in
During |
were atter
gex: On !
the estate
of Havelo
were gran
widow, th
A

estate of
Rothesay,
ley Peters
Ewing, pet
accounts,
returnable
Barnhill,

On the
tion were
Knollin, ¢

lin, ¢

o , th

at 320 real

Pearson, |
' f

Mrs, (
Mrs. Ca
of Patricl
street, pas
a lingerin
ation was




