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inform his friends and customers, and the Public generally; that

to manutacture MARMNESS of every description; from the
wviest
on hand, a large assortment of COLLARS, WHIPS, BLANKRTS, &c., which will besold at

suit thetimes. 2@ Inspection Invited.

T F|N|_AY (Suooessor to R. & T. Finlay,)

OCHARLOTTE STREET - -

SAINT JOHN

“General Business,

ﬁmm'l Business.

BUSINESS NOTICE.

The ** MiraMicHI ADvVANCE' is published at
Chatham, Miramichi, N B., every THURSLAY morn-
ing in ume for despatch In, the earliest mails of
that day.

It is sent to any address in Canada, the United
States or Great Biitain (Postage prvpmd by the
Publisher) for $1.50 A YEAR, Or 75 CTS. FOR 6 MO8, —
the money, in all cases, to accompany the order for
the paper

Advertising.

The alvertisements in this paper are placed under

classitied headings.
TRANSIENT RATES.

$1 per square, or inch, for 1st insertion,

85cts. per square, each time, for all insertions
after. the first.

LoOCAL CuLUMN, or reading matter advertisements

% more than above rates.

LOCAL, COMMERCIAL AND YEARLY RATES,

_In order to secure the advertising patronage of

HARD TO FINDI

AS GOOD A STOCK OF
STAPLE AND FANCY

DRY GOODS.

Laptes’, Misses’ & GEnts’

FUR SETS
MUFFs,
CAPS,

GLOVES, dec.
Boots, Felt and Arctic Overs, Rubbers.

The largest and cheapest Stock In NEWCASTLE.
PEQPLE'S HOUSE.

JAMES BROWN.
November 28rd, 1876

Glasgow | House.
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STAPLE AND FANCY

DRY GOODS,

hhidng:nnhﬁnvhﬂ:mmhym
atten of close cash purchasers.

~—ALSO IN STORE—

A Large Stock of English TEAS,

(different grades.)
TOBACCO,

(different brands.)

All of which are offered at low rates.

WILLIAM MURRAY.
Chatham, Nov. 15th, 1376.

1, 1 and 2 Inch
Seasoned Pine Lumber,
FOR SALE.
WM. MURRAY
wWANTED.
Qats, Homespun, Country Socks and Mitts.
WM. MURRAY.

MANCHESTER  HOUSE.

JUST OPENED:
‘Mattalasse Mantle Cloth;

Dwk Brown Beaver ;
Black French Merino ;
Barathea

Black Merino Anglais ;
Navy Blue French Merino @ 65¢ per yd.;
Maroon French Merino; ..

PERSIAN CORDS,

(VERY CHOICR,)
In Navy and Seal Brown.

Ladies’ Blk. Straw Bonnets; Ladies Blk. Dress Caps;

Green and Gold Curtain Repps, @ 81;
Curtain Lace to Match.

W. 8. LOGGIE.

$250

our Grand Combination Prospectus,

50 DISTINOT BOOKS

anted ev here, The

Biggeat thing ever
vales made frow this when all single Books fi

mte wanted on our IAGNIFICENT
With

= !-‘Alll%lm 3. Buperior to all others.
invaluable ilmscrated Aids ard Superb Bindings.
‘These Books beat un world. Full jculars free.
Address JOHN E. POTTER & CO., Publishers,
PRILADELPHIA.
$66 & week in your own town.

outfit free.

land, Maine.

A FAVORITE

WINTER RESORT,

TADATCOA.

Six to seven days voyage from New York by the
Atlas Com 's steamers, will convey you to the
finest climate in the world, where there isa chciece
of temperature and the most beautiful scenery,
amid llounhinn ,Valleys, and winding Rivers. The
climate hdrymd warm, highly recommended By
physicians as being spec i;lly adapted for invalids,
nd also & favorite resort for tourists.

The Atlas Company’s Brtish bLailt, first-c'ass
Iron Steamers, carrying the British Colonial and
United States Illll, jeave New York twice amonth.

FARE(Saloon), $560 AM. GOLD.

APPLY._TO

D. BaTTERSBY, Agent, 138 8t. James 8t., Montreal
JU IAS BRAY, 67 Yonge St., Toronto.

. MIALLETT & CO., Port-

PIM, FORWOOD & Co., }
656 Wall Street, New York.

Agents.

Free.  P. O. VICKERY,

Augusta, Maine.

s day athome. Agents wanted. Outfitand
terms free. TRUE & CO., Augusta, Maine.

. $2

S mcnnd by Bates’ " Appliauces. Fordes-
cription &c , address SIMP.ON & CO., Box

4076, New York.

Faxcy Carbs, 11 styles, “with name, 10 cts.
30 Postpaid  C. Walker, Chatham Village, N. Y

$ Paomswaousms 28
l |75on oue contract in 20' s

d.l’P by the late decline in stocks.
he judicious management of

STOCK CONTRACTS

on the privilege plan a’wavs ensurcs a good return;
often ten times the inv»stmont in as many days.
iend for inf fmnﬂon and the *
Proﬁu
uo T. POTTER, WIGHT &£CO.,
Rtock Bmken. ) 35 Wall Street, New York

25 7iNng Mixep Carps, with name, 10 cts
postpaid. L. JONES & Co., Nassan, N. Y.

25 Now Yoars c.mm’gan e g
ow A
NASSAU CARD CO., Nassau o

5500 A uo?‘m m \cﬁn Men ulling our Let-
g A Y R R
. Bample wo! de mp
P‘ ., 9. Madison

lnd 132 Dearborn Street. Cmc“m.
rday at home. Samples worth
“ i tO $20 Erm. Stinsox & Co., Portland,

Maine.

a dly commisasion, or #30 per week salary
nses. We offerit and will pay It
Apply nov E REKA M'F'G Oo., Hartford,Conn.
WG CARDS, with your
nme ne! ypﬂnwd fnr 25cts. Bamples Sc
stamp. No 18, 100 AGENTS WANTED.
Address A. KINNEY, Yarmouth N.§.
South West ‘Boom Compgny.
e e
The Annual Meeting of the above Company will
be held on the Thursday afterthe Second Tuesday
in January next, being the Eleventh day of that
month, at Three oclo-'k in the afternoom, at Mr.
"(therﬂl s, in Newcastle, !nr the purpose of choos-
ing Di for the year, and t
such other Lusiness as thev may deem necessary
under the Act of Incorporation.
The presert Directors will meet at the same
place, on the same d.l{’u:t Ten o'clock in the fore-
noon, to close up the business of the present year.
ALBXA\'DFR MORRISON,
President.
Newcastle, 27th December. 1876. Jan 11
Fall Produce, &c,
The Subscriber bas now on hand
50 quintais Halifax Codfish, (large)
50 barrels No. 1 Herring;

20 boxes Dl;.'b) &noked Herring.
——ALRO——
Flour,
Fresh Pork,

Lard, Butter,
Potatoes.
_ Salt Pork,

Oyster_s, ‘

snd other articles fur Kow chold u-e.

E. A. STRANG,
+ Boewball's Whagf,

A YEAR. AGENTS WANTED on

and §5

General

8 Week to Agents. Samples

“ New System of As-

Holiday Goods !

X'MAS & NEW YEAR.

1 AM OFFERING DURING]THE

HOLIDAY SEASON,

an attractive assortment of

FANCY GOODS,

CoNsISTING OFP—

Gold, Silver and Plated™ Articles,
SUITABLE FOB PRESENTS for either

LADIES OR GENTLEMEN.

WATCHES AND CHAINS,

LADIES’ JEWELRY,
GENTS' JEWELRY,
FINE MEERSCHAUM PIPES,
MUSICAL INSTRUMEMTS,
£1C., ETC., ETC.,

In great Variety and at Prices in keeping

with the Times.

ISAAC HARRIS,

Chatham, Dec. 7th, 1876.

SRR
NOTICE.

EALED TENDERS will be received a: the De-
rtment of Public Works, Fredericton, until
SATURDAY, 20th January, 1877, at noon, for
Bﬁn.mwa TRE BriDoE  over he Me-numcook River,
near Dorch g to planand
to be seen at the store of William mcEm.n, Esq.
Dorchester, and at the Public Works Department,
Fredericton.

The names of two responsible persons willing to
becume security for the faithful performance of the
work will be required.

The do not bind th 1
the lowest or any teader.

to acccpt
WM. M. KELLY,

Chief Com. Public Works.
Dep;nmenl. of Public Works, Fredericton, Dec.

To Rent.

The Chatham Agency of the

Bank of Montreal, being about to
remove to the new office in Wel-
lingtcn 8t., the Building on Wa
ter Street, lately occnpied, is

to Rent.
For pcmculm apply to
F. E. WINSLOW.

HURRAH FOR HOLIDAYS !

Oranges and Apples,

(Per Steamer to Halifor.)

Cases .n%:}akncu RAISINS and FIGS
. O“”B"'W,_m*ﬁf‘f,“ DuringHolidays.
Allo——sdoz. Cllppor Sleds, for Boys
ssorted Sleds, for Chudren
e U olstered Sleds for young ladies:
Also, low for Cash during X’'mas Holidays.
100 Bbls. APPLES ;
50 Bags, 20 Ib. each, Pastry Flour :
Graham Flour (retail )

50 brls. Spring Extra Flour,

(Assorted Brands.)
30 ¢ OATHEAL
20 ““ CORNMEA
20 Boxes and hnlf poxes Raisins
10 \'nlenuu& Seedless do. ;
1 Brl. Currants
10 anlCandhd lﬂm(m Orange and_Citron

eels

Glasgow Apothecary companys Extracts,
in Lemon, Citron, Nutmeg, Rose, Celery, Pea‘h,
Cinnam>n, Vanilla, Peppermint, Orange, Cloves.

SPICES.
Mace, Nutmegs, Canaway,

S8AUCES:

estershire, Tomato, Mushroom & Anchovie.

in Cloves, Allspice.

in Wo!

Almond- Nuts,
Hazel Nuts,
Seotch Confectionery,
Crocks,
Preserved Ginger,
Dundee Marmalade.
Canned Mackerel, Lobsters and
Oysters.
PICKLES,—in Chow Chow, Walnut and Mixed.
Cayenne Pepper, Mustard, White Pepper.

Chests & Half-Chests TEA,
(In Black and Green.)
CRUSHED AND PULVERIZED SUGARS.
All low for Cash.

WM. WYSE.
Chatham, Dec. 8, 1876.

Just Received :

500 POUNDS FRESH BUTTER:
FOR SALE LOW BY
ROBERTSON & McANDREWS,
CEATEAM.

EX

“ IBERIAN,

viaA BOSTON.

3 CASES

WINCEYS!

1 CASE

Hair Pins and Combsl!

A

EVERITT & BUTLER,

W holesale W arehouse,

KING STREET,

" 8. Jonx,

men and others on the North S8hore—and
bogne them the benefit of a large circulation in
the Counties of Northumberland. Keut, Glouces-
ter and Restigouche, Bonaventure nnd(‘npe their

ver will, on arr being made
therefor, be taken at CoNTRACT ScarLe Rates,
which are as low as thuse of other weekly papers
in the Province.

The * MiRaAMICHI ADVANCE" having its large
circulation distributed gmong communities en
gaged in Lumbering, Fishing and Agricultural pur-
suits, offers very superior inducements to adver-
tisers. Address

Editor *“ Miramichi Advance,”

Chatham, N B.

RMivamichi ddvance,

CHATHAM, THURSDAY, JANUARY 18, 1877.

The Smelt Fishery.

The following despatch was received
on Saturday last by fishery efficer Wyse,
from W. F. Whitcher, - Esq., Fishery
Commissioner, Ottawa:

‘“ Minister decides to allow Smelt
fishing free with unlicensed nets actu-
ally in use to the middle of February
subject to.fishery laws forbidding des-
truction of young fish which must be
restored alive to the water and obatruct-
ing channels and keeping nets reason-
able distances apart and against leaving
dead fish to waste, also restricting catch
of all kinds to commercial uses and food,
hook and line ﬁshmg allowed thmugh~
out winter season.

We observe that the News character-
ises the above despaich as ambiguous,
professing that it cannot understand it
and stating that Inspector Venning, to
whom it applied for an interpretation,
was equally incapable of construing it.
We presume the News failed to put its
questions on the subject as clearly as it
should have done, or the Inspector
would have enlightened it. The des-
patch is not considered ambiguous by
officer Wyse or any other person who
can understand English, and the News’
impertinent remarks respecting some-
body being asleep at head quarters are
entirely uncalled for. The Smelt fish-
ery is being carried on now quietly and
according to law and the instructions
received from Mr. Whitcher, who as
well as the Minister, seems disposed to
act intelligently. We hope the Depart-
ment will not allow itself to be alarmed
by either the News or its correspondents
in regard to Miramichi and Bathurst
Smelt fishing matters. ‘

SHIPPEGAN MarL mrrms will have
attention next week.

CHATHAM'S Smreping List, in full,
will be found on our first page.

Dairmaid, Esq., of Napan, has been ap-
pointed Fishery Warden for Napan and
Black River.

Ovk TerrkerapHIC NEWS is not as
full as usual this week, most of it being
crowded out by matters of more local
importance.

Kickep 1o DEaTH.—It will be seen
by our special despatches that a man
was kicked to death at Sussex, on
Tuesday. Sussex has an unenviable
reputation on accovint of the brutality
of its roughs.

The Fishery Inspector’s Letter.

A letter from W H. Venning, Esq.,
Dominion Ivspector of Fisheries for
New Branswick and Nova Scotia, ap-
pears in this issue of the Apvance and
as it is intended to show that our edi-
torial articles of 4th inst. on ¢ Pro-
tection of the Smelt Fishery” and‘‘Bass
fishery” were thé offsprings of miscon-
ceptions of facts and the results of in-
correct and interested views, we shall
take the liberty of dealing with some of
its points,

For more than two years we have
found it necessary, in the discharge of
self-imposed duty, to appose views en-
tertained or acts due by both the fish-
ery authorities and the fishermen, them-
selves, and because we have criticised
both as we thonght right, we have had
our motives misunderstoad, and that
being so, what there was of reason and
right in our utterances was lost sight of
to a great extent. When we directed
our efforts towards showing that the
taxes imposed on the catches cf salmon

t and bass in the Spring of 1875 were ex-

orbitant, and especially so in view of
the riparian privileges which had long
been enjoyed by many of our fishermen,
we know that the Inspector differed
from us and that our motives for what
we then said were unjustly impugned
in quarters where they should have been
more intelligently treated. When those
taxes were reduced, in compliance with
the prayer of the fishermen’s petitions
and the Minister of Fisheries gave hisof-
ficial assurance that the fishermen's ripa-
rian privileges should be respected, we
were blamed by some of the fishermen
hecanse we did not continue to be dis-
satisfied with the Department’s position
in the matter, and especially so because
—guided by the light of legal decisions
and the common rights of every British
subject—we opposed the absurd and
wicked “‘ riparianrights” agitation which
was stirred up in the County im-
mediately after, and has practi(;ally end-
ed as wesaid it would. We have, thus,
from a departmental stand point, been
guilty~ of claiming too much for the
fishermen, while, in the fishermen’s way

.| of looking at it, we have been endeavor-

ing to weaken their hands in what some
of them were led to think was a contest
for their “‘rights”. Amnother phase of
the fishery question now comes up and
the Inspector intimates that we are act-
itig from a combination of interested
motives and ignorance of the facts, and,
if we were not of opinion that when
both parties immediately interested are
dissatisfied with the views of a third in
a matter at issue between them, it is

| & sign that number three is right, we

should take no further active interest
in thematter. Believing, however, that

| under the circunistances, it is our duty

to follow this matter up,we shall not be
deterred from an attempt to hold our

own ground, regretting, at the same

| time, that we have to differ from the

New Fisaery Orricer.—Finlay Mec--

Inspector as well, perhaps, as from oth-
ers who do not agree with him.

The Inspector appears to have a bad
memory. He says:—

Your informant was in error in stating
that I had “ decided not to allow fishing
for smelts in Bathurst harbor with bag
nets similar to those in use in the vicinity
of the Miramichi.” In Bathurst I did pre-
cisely asin Napan. Iinformed all persons
fishing with bag nets, or interested intheir
use, that they were Metixl except under
License, but that under the circumstances
of the suddén growth of this fishery, and
the absence of any specific re, tions

upon it, I would not enforce the
law until lhad reported allthe facts to the
Minister and received instructions from
head quarters; and I advised them to ap-
ply at once for Licences. In doing this I
do not see in what way ‘‘my zeal got the
better of me.”

As our informant was W. H. Ven-
ning, Esq., himself, and he said most
distinctly that he had prohibited smelt
fishing with bag nets in Bathurst har-
bor— ‘“stopped it altogether”—we took
it for granted that he meant what he
said. As however, we now have the
assurance of the Inspector that our in-
formant was in error in the matter and
that he did not prohibit bag-net fi. hing
in Bathurst harbor, we cheerfully with-
draw j#hat we-have said about his zeal
getting the better of him. In order
that he may refresh his memory in re-
gard to what he said about his prohibi-
tion of Bathurst bag-nets, we may say
that he gave what he now says was in-
correct information to T. W. Croeker,
Eaq., of Derby.and the editor of the Ap-
VANCE in a conversation at the front
door of Mr. Phillip Murphy’s house in
Napan on Thursday, 28th Dec.—just
three weeks ago to day.

Notwithstanding Mr. Venning’s ideas
respecting the pleasures and profits.of
tishing for smelts with a hook and line
through holes in the iceé in our rigorous
climate, we have good reasons to assume
that he has not made out a case against
bag nets if fished under some such re-
strictions as we proposed, and which
he — very disingenionsly, we think,
—has omitted to deal with in his letter.
The fact that a few bag nets are used in
80 large a place as the area covered by
the smelt fishing grounds of Bathurst
harbor, does not prevent hook and line
fishing by those who either hold Mr.
Venning’s high opinion of itsenjoyments
and profits, or are too poor to provide
themselves with nets. Poverty and
want are snbjects whith very properly

excite our sympathies, but the Inspec--

tor displays a misplaced and mistaken
solicitude for them when he would con-
vert them into a reason for preventing
legitimate fishing, Theylose their hold
upon our sympathies when they are
made engines for theoppression of those
who are not poor, and the Inspector of
Fisheries must, therefore, advance soghe
stronger argument against bag net fish-
ing than the fact that the extremely
poor cannot afford to indulgeinit. We
presume, however, that our valued cor-
respondent has satisfied himself that
there is no lack of : additional argument
in his letter, so we turn to what he says
on the subject of species, reproduction,
ete;

The Inspector isa positive man.

He

is strong in assertion and, too often. |

takes it for granted that when he chooses
to say a thing is so, it thereby becomes
a matter on which there can be no man-
ner of doubt. Unfortunately, also, for
himself he talks of fishery matters as if
he were the sole and exclusive custo-
dian of all experience and knowledge of
them. This hasa tendency to leadlin,
at times, to treat others, who may have
given as great study and attention as he
to certain fishes, their habits and pecu-
larities, as if they were incapable of
forming intelligent opinions, pn them?
Such a characteristic must, of neoesslty,
prevent its possessor from obtaining the
fullest knowledge of subjects which be-
long to a class presenting a very wide
field for intelligent enquiry, and we
have,at times, felt that the Inspector has
marred some of his best purposes and
intentions us an officer, by stubbornly
adhering to prejudices which might |
have been removed by necessary en-
guiries and less reliance on his own un-
aided judgment.

The Inspector tells us “ your perso-
“ nal observations and the evidence of
“ those who have given the subject
¢ their attention are very much at fault
‘¢ in supposing that the Smelts now be-
¢ ing caught at Bathurst are of the same
¢ varietyas (hose that ascend your rivers
“in May and June to spawn, and on
‘“this error your whole argument is
“ based.” Wedid not put it just as the
Inspector does. -We referred to the
smelt generally and not to Bathurst
smelts in particular, and we are justified
by all the evidence that we can gather—
and until the Inspecior gives us some-
thing better than mere assertion we
‘shall treat it as the best on the subject
—in continuing to believe that smelts
spawn from about the tirst week in Jan-
uary until May and even June. We
know that the Bathurst smelts ave of
larger size than those of the Miramichi,
but that, of itself, is not evidence
that they are of a different variety,
any more than the fact that Cascapediac
salmon being larger than those of the
Miramichi,proves them to belongtoa dif-
ferent variety. ™It is, however, the In-
spector who raises the question of varie-
ty, which we never referred to at all,
and we wonder at the manner in which
he attempts to put us in the position of
asserting that the variety at Bathurst
was the same as that at Napan, etc.
He may rest assured that we are quite
well aware of the difference in variety,
and he ought to know that it is one de-
pending on place and not on season, as
he erroneously states. The Inspector,
however,referring to the “‘run” of smelts
now in our rivers and those which
ascend them in Spring, says:—

They are a distinct variety from these,
differing greatly in appearance and having
very different habits. These fish are now
either spawning or on the very point of
doing so, as a very cursory examination of
them wiil prove. Theydo not swarm in
our rivers for six months .of the year, as
you say, but will return to sea soon after
depositing their spawn and milt, and long
before the sma.lr er variety, known as
¢ black-backs,” make thelr appearance.
This being the case, you will readily pre-
ceive how great a drain the destructive
bag net must make on the breeding fish as
well as on the young ones that are now
uselessly exterminated.

If the Inspector had taken the trouble
to qualify hxmself to speak experiment-
ally in regard “tosWinter and Spring
smelts he would not, we believe, have
writtep the above. Practical smelt
fishermen will tell him that the smelts
which he ealls ““black backs” are now
frequenting Napan River, Black River,
and the other upper tidal waters of the

6«

upper Miramichi waters and observe the
fish as they are taken from the rivers
he will see that they are ‘“‘black backs,”
but Jack Frost seizes them almost as
soon as they are on the iceand converts
them into *‘ greenbacks,” and very pale
ones at that. The ‘“‘silver backed”
smelt is also visiling us, but it frequents
the rivers which empty themselves near-
er the pure salt water, which accounts
for that variety being found at Ba-
thurst. The Inspector misinterprets
us when he makes us appear as as-
serting that the same smelts now in
our rivers continue in them all winter.
We intimated the spawning season was
from January to June. The fish which
spawn in January return to sea to feed
codfish, haddock etc.(not herring or
mackeral, however, as those fish do not
eat smelts) and, with the next full tides
come another run which spawn and go
to sea again, to give place to the next
run. The fishermen know that these
monthly ‘‘runs” of smelts may be ex-
pected and they prepare to catch them.
1t is a fact generally known, also, that
the fuller the tides the greater the bulk
of fish, not because there are any less
fish in the rivers and their vicinity when
the tides are not so full (for then they
are more evenly distributed) but be-
cause the heavier volume of water,forc-
ing itself upward, carries the smelts
with it, and when the water runs oft it
concentrates them into the narrower
channels.

We afe quite as anxious as the In-
spector can possibly be to have our smelt
fishery protected and while it is, doubt-
less, true as Mr. Venning says, ‘‘ thay
““if left to the tender mercies of the
“ fishermen themselves, its fate is not
¢¢ a doubtful one,” there is an undoubt-
ed tendency on his part to pay too little
attention to the mode by which protec-
tion is secured. We hold that the de-
sire on the part of the fishermen to catch
fish toan extent which endangers the
existence of a particular fishery is more
excusable than the adoption by an In-
spector of harsh or ill-considered means
to prevent it, for while fishermen, as a
rule, are not qualified to ‘‘trammel up
the consequences ” and cannot therefore
be expected to look far beyond their
own immediate interests, an intelligent
ofticer should make due allowance for
such a state of things and be careful to
do nothing by guess-work, which may
weaken his prestige and cause the class
whose interests he deals with.to look
upon him as anything but a friend.
Our experience leads us to believe that
reasonable but firm treatment by public
officers will almost always command the
respect of the people, and fishermen are
by nomeans anexceptional class. While
we, therefore, agree with the Inspector
that ‘%t is one of the duties of an intel-
“ligent editor to educata the mass of
‘“the people up to more intelligent
‘“ views,” we also hold that it is equally
the duty of those charged with the con-
trol of class, as well as general interests
to further the efforts of such editors by
an equally intelligent exercise of the
powers vested in them.

We proposed, in one of the editorials
which the Inspector has reviewed, that
bag-nets fog catahing smelts be legalized
and that the size of the mesh be regulat-
ed so as to provide for the escape of the
smaller fish ; also that the catching of
smelts for other than commercial pur-
poses—that is, for food—be, prohibited.
We gave good reasons for proposing
such regulations and suggested that
others might be added to them. It
would have been as well, we think, had
the Inspector given us his ideas on those
propositions in place of marring a letter
which contains some excellent points by
highly-colored pictures of consequences
that are to follow a state of natural and
other facts which partake a little to
strongly of the theories of a positive
mind unaccustomed to the dijscipline

and light of discussion on equal terms.
‘ In dealing with our article on the

| bass question the Inspector is categori-
! cal and we will, as briefly as possible,
: deal with the ‘‘facts” as they are pre-
| sented by him. We, therefure, say—

Reply to *first fact” :—On the 24th
May 1875, when the question of extend-
ing the season for bass fishing in the
lower Micamichi waters was being dis-
cussed, the writer, accompanied by one
of the best angling sportsmen of the
Miramichi, proceeded to Napan and
brought to Chatham about twenty bass
out of a hundred or more which were
taken in that river with a seine. The
writer opened and carefully examined
seven of the largest fish, which averaged
five pounds weight each, and not one
contained ova. Four contained milt,
but it showed no sign of ripeness, being
firm and comparatively small. Our en-
quiries among those engaged in the bass
fisheryin Napun,together with our own
experience,therefore, lead us to the con-
clusion that breeding or mature fish are
acarce in Napan in May. Itisalso a
fact not to be disputed that the bass
caught in Napan are not more than two-
thirds the average size of those caught
in the Northwest.

Reply to *‘ second fact.”—-We admit
that the bass caught in Napan in the
Spring have not previously been caught
by the fishermen of the Main River and
Northwest in the winter. ~

Reply to ““third fact” :—If the fish
taken in Napan in May were ‘‘mature
fish ” as mentioned by the Inspector
under head of “first fact,” they would
be very poor food fish, and their cap-
ture and destruction would be as * ter-
rible ” as that which the Inspector says
is carried on the Northwest and Main
River, but from our reply to *first
fact” Gﬁe Inspector ought to be con-
vinced that his premises are not entire-
ly correct.

Reply to * fourth fact” :—The size of
the mesh of seines being entirely within
the power of the Department to regu-
late, the “ very largequantities of young
bass too small for the market ” ought to
escape through them.

As we have given sufficient reasons
for our belief that the Inspector’s four
facts are not entirely ‘“most true and
und.sputable” we appeal to his common
sense and experience whether he should
not make further enquiries before act-
ing upon what may be erroneous im-
pressions. We do not mean to say that
no spawning fish are taken in Napan
River in the month of May, for we know
the contrary-to be the case, but we be-
lieve the proportion of them taken
there is not nearly so great as it is in
the Nothwest only a few weeks earlier
jn the season. and we must confess

Miramichi. If he will come to these

that, apart from the question of fitness

for food,.we cannot see the difference
between catching a breeding bass in
March and in May. In both cases the
progeny are destroyed and if that is to
be entirely prevented we must have all
protection and no fishing—a state of
things which would render protection
worse than lost time. Respecting the
destruction of Bass caused by seining
for Gaspereaux we have nothing to say
at present, further than that the De-
partment should make every effort to
visit such offences with such punish-
ment.as would make their pmcncq very
unprofitable. Do we understandl the
Inspector to mean thav because some
rascally fishermen will not let bass go
when‘they are caught in their gasper-
eaux seines out of season, the gasper-
eaux fishery with seines ought to be
stopped? We are not well up on this
part of the subject just yet and only
ask for information.

The Inspector’s statement that ‘‘ over
nine tons of Spawning Bass were taken in
Napan last winter " is an exaggeration
which we cannot too strongly condemn.
When a fishery ofticer in Mr. Venning's
high position will publicly make state
ments so much at variance with facts
as they are known by hundreds of per-
sons best acquainted with them to be,
he does much to lessen respect, not only
for his own authority and etfurts but
for those of oftizers under him. The
Inspector should therefore not jump at
assertions so recklessly. Does he not
know that the returns in his own(urthe
Department’s) possession show that not
quite 6} tons of bass were taken
in Napan last winter?! The Inspec-
tor ,ought to know that the pro-
portion of breeding fish would not be
more than one in every te=,as such fish
run. But the Inspector goes on to say
that most of those nine tons of breed-
ing fish could not be frozen for the U.
8. markets, and had therefore to be put
on the markets of Chatham, Douglas-
town, Newcastle, Nelson, Bathurst and
other places, and that bass were then
illegally caught in the Northwest river
and sold in those places as Napan bass.
The Inspector is evidently enabled by
his local knowledge of the Miramichi to
put together a very plausible theory,
which might be accepted abroad but,
in the light of the facts as they are
known here, will'only be lovked upon
as fiction. Whlle\. s trne that a por-
tion of the bass canght in Napan were
brought to the towss for sale, it is also
well known that mbst of themn were con
veyed to Burnt Church and frozen by
the patent process at Messrs. Loggie and
Anderson’sor Morrison’s establishinents
there. Those gentlemen would, pro-
bably, be the best judges as to whe-
ther nine tons of ill-conditioned brced-
ing bass were taken in’Napan last year.

We have said enough to show that
the Inspector is not happy in his judg-
ment of what he so positively puts down
as facts. We believe that he desires to
advance our fishery interests, but his
modes are faulty and his temperment an
unfortunate one for a man in his impor-
tant office.

Those who think that the Advance
panders to the local jealousies of the
County, instead ;of using its influ-
ence to allay and hdrmonise them, as
the Inspector intimates in closing his
letter, are welcome to their opinion, but
we assure our readers that with the In-
spector, with his ultra views and dog-
matic *‘ facts” on the one hand and the
fishermen, with their *‘ rights and privi-
leges,’on the other,we see nothing to be
gained by anything short of plain state-
ments of facts and the administration of
such advice to both as we may be able
to give, with a view of securing ‘“the
greatest good to the greatest possible
number.”

TELEGRAPEHIC.

MoSTREAL, Jan. 11.—The annual meet-
ing of the Montreal Telegraph Co., was
held to-day. The President read the an-
nual report which showed that during last
year the company had realized a profit of
$141.563, out of which dividends amount-
ing 7} per cent. had been paid, besides a
large sum at the credit of the contingent
account, and the statement of the assets
and liabilities shows the company to be in
a favorable position. The directors elect-
ed for the ensuing year are Sir Hugh Allan,
Pr. G. W. Campbell, Andrew Allan, Peter
Redpath, Hon. E. G. Penny. The assets
as valued show a large increase on the
capital of the company. The increase of
offices during last year was eighty-one.

New Yorg, Jan. 11.—Dr. Charles
Phelps, has been committed to jail for
thirty days for retusing to testify before
the grand jury in relation to the late duel.

In pbedience to the request of General
Auger, commanding the Federal forces in
New Orleans, the armed bands parading
the streets of the city have dispersed.
The political situation is without change.

Loxpox, Jan. 11.—Reports from the
East indicate that to-day’s Conference will
be decisive.

The Post makes the following announce-
ment very prominently:—‘‘ We have
reason to believe theye is still some ground
for not despairing of a pacificissue. With-
in the last few dais urgent representations
have been telegraphed to the Porte, which
have at least secured attention.”

Orrawa, Jan. 12.—Mr. Barber, the
Montreal Bank embezzler, pleaded guilty
yesterday, at Toronto, and was sentenced
to five years penitentiary. It is rumored
that parties implicated with him gave
$100,000 to induce him to plead guilty.

MoxTrEAL, Jan. 12. — About fifteen
French immigrants, who claim to have
been brought out by false pretences leave
to-night for France, aided by the Govern-
ment and the French societies here. More
will leave next week.

NEw YoRK, Jan. 12, —Near Alexandria,
Va., two sleeping cars on a p ger train
were thrown down an embankmert by a
broken rail. Fifteen passengers were in-
jured.

Another accident occurred in West Vir-
ginia, by a passenger train jumping down
an embankment of 45 feet. Several pas-
sengers were badly hurt.

BeLGRADE, Jan. 12.—The Turks attack-
ed Raiatz on Tuesday, and 210 men were
killed and woundcd, They attacked Ne-
gotin, but were repulsed. The Turks also
have burned two villages in the Narva
valley.

Paris, Jan. 12.—In the beginning of
the week Prince Bismarck sent Baron Von
Werther a curt despatch, criticising the
extreme slowness of the Conference de-
claring the plenipotentiaries had gone too
far in concessions to the Porte, and that
such concessions and modifications in the
face of Turkey's delay and resistance were
contrary to the dignity of Eur,pe and im-
pared the force of its collective action.
A copy-of Bismarck’s note was commauni-

cated to Earl Derby.

“axpect that all who desire to assist us in the ahove

Eovrespondence,

(We invite fcorrespondence on all local suhu-u ts,
wd will be glad to publish anything that will ad-

cance the interests of our readers, individually, or
!! the communities in which the\ live Local
News Items, Notices of Tmprovements—either
moral or physical—Reports of Meetings, Agricultu-
al, Lumbering, Fishing, Mechanical and other In-
dustrial notes_ are especially weleome We do not

way are good writers, but that should not deter
them trom sending along their tavors. We want
she news and will see that it goes into the paper in
proper shape]

Letter from the Imspector of
Fisheries.

To the Editor of the Miramichi Advance.

Sir,—In your issue of the 4th inst.
editorial articles on the *‘Protection of
the Snielt Fighery, "and on the ‘‘Bass Fish-
ery,"cnnt:ih\"ﬁmne errors,which, with your
permission, I would like to correct, and I
will feel obliged if you will give the fol-
lowing remarks a place in your next issue.

Your informant was in error in stating
that I had ‘“ decided not to allow fishing
for smelts in Bathurst harbor with bag
nets similar to those in use in the vicimty
of the Miramichi.” In BathurstI did pre-
cisely asin Napan. Iinformed all persons
fishing with bag nets, orinterested in their
use, that they were illegal, except urder
L\c;nse, but that,under the circumstances
of the sudden growth of this fishery, and
in the absence of any specific regulations
bearing upon it, I would not enforce the
law until I had reported all the facts to
the Minister and received instructions from
head quarters; and I advised them to apply
at once for Licenses. In doing this I do
not see in what way ‘‘my zeal got the
better of me,” as you say.

You state that the labor and ex-
posure of fishing with hook and line
is'out of reasonable proportion to the re-
sults obtainable. Had you been on the ice
in Bathurst harbor any day during the
past month, and seen the poorest class of
people, who are totally unable to procure
not only so expensive an implemant as a
Bag net, but even the common necessaries
of life, (now that winter has cut off their
usual sources of employment in milling
and agricultural operations,) earning from_
$1 to 3 per day, cash in hand, you would
probably think it not bad remuneration
for the work of that class of people. Secing
this, and seeing also the great destruction
by bag nets of small and unmarketable fish,
both might possibly lead to the reflection
that “‘the greatest good to the gregtest pos-
sible number” of those who needed\it most,
would point to the propriety of protecting
this new source of empl ment, and of
keeping it in the hands o hose to whom
it is a god-send. Your pérsonal observa-
tions, and the evidence of those who have
given the subject their attention, are very
much at fault in supposing that the Smelts
now being caught at Bathurstare of thesame
variety as those that ascend your rivers in
May and June to spawn, and on this error
your whole argument is based. They are
a distinet variety from these, differing
greatly in appearance and having very
different habits. They are now either
spawning or on the very point of doing so,
as a very cursory examination of them
will prove. They do not swarm in our
rivers for six months of the year, as you
say, but will return to sea soon after de-
positing their spawn and milt, and long
before the smaller variety, known as
“‘black-backs,” make their appearance.
This being the case, you will readily pre-
ceive how great a drain the Jestructive
bag net must make on the breeding fish as
well as on.the young ones that are now
uselessly exterminated. I have very grave
fears indeed that this variety of the Smelt,
prolific as it is, will, in a very few years,
be quite exhausted, if the present wasteful
mode of fishing is permitted to continue.
Not only are the full grown parent fish
destroyed, at the very time when they
shoul be protected, —during their spawn- |
ing season—but the half grown ones are
killed by wholesale. This burning of the
candle at both ends must soon consume it.

As this fishery promises to be a very
valuable addition to our exports, and a
great boon to the poor, it becomes a ques-
tion of the greatest importance how best-
to protect and foster it. I suppose you
are,well aware that if left to the tender
mérc{es of the fishermen themselves, its
fate is not a doubtful one.

All your reasoning on the great fecun-
dity of the smelt, the immensity of the
supply, and the impossibility of exhaust-
ing it, being based on the false premises I
have above pointed out, the conclusion you
have arrived at is fallacieus. The des-
truction of the smaller variety of smelt
that comes into yom: rivers to spawn in
the months of May and June, is most fool-
ish and reprehensible, and if your people
had a proper idea of the value of their
fisheries, they would perceive that the
vast quantities of spawning smelts des-
troyed for the purpose of impoverishing the
land, is depriving the deep sea fishes, such
as the Cod, Mackerel, Bass, Hadiock,
Pollock, Herring and others, of the food
that brings them to the coasts. As food
producers for these fish, the smelts are of
far more value than as a fertilizer, and
their wholesale destruction will most as-
suredly be followed by the failure of the
outside fisheries. If your people were
alive to their own interests they would not
permit this stupid waste of the most at-
tractive bait that your River produces,
but would{)rotect and foster it with jeal-
ous care, knowing that when smeclts are
abundant on the coasts and in the Bays,
the deep sea fishing is always good, and
that when they are scarce, it is always
bad. The mass of the people are not
aware, or are forgetful of these facts, and
I consider it one of the duties of an intel-
ligent Editor to educate them up to more
enlightened views. Until a more healthy
state of public opinionand feelingis brought
about by an enlightened press, I almost
despair of seeing our fisheries as produc-
tive and profitable as they might become.

On the subject of your other editorial
article, viz: the Bass Fishery, I beg leave
to make the followingremarks. You say,
the questions, whether Bass ought to be
takenin Napan and Black Rivers, up to the
25th May, and whether semning for Bass
in those rivers ought to be allowed,
are being agitated, grewing out of a Peti-
tion against both these practices,—and
you add that if such a Petition is being
circulated, it will turn out to be from the
people of the North West and South West
to prevent Bass from going into the market
at a time when they cannot be sent from
those branches. I am very glad, indeed, to
learn that at length a portion, at least,“of
your people are openiug their eyes to the
fact that this tishery, in common with all
others in your river, is being pursued with
a most reckless disregard of its future,and
that they see the necessity of some effec-
tive steps being taken to prevent its speedy
destruction. You say that if you were
convinced the breeding fish were taken by
seines in the lower waters to any - damag-
ing extent, you would heartily join in any
reasonable effort to gecure their protection.
Believing you to!:incere in making this
statement, I wif{ now mention a few de-
monstrable facts, of the truth of which you
can very readily convince youself with but
hittle trouble.

First Fact.—All the mature bass taken
in Napan and Black Rivers from the open-

breeding tish—someof them having deposit-

ed their spawn and milt, and consequently
then in very poorcondition, and all therest
being on the very point of doing so.

There can be no particle of doubt of this
fact--it iseasily verified--thereisno mystery

about it. All that is necessary to be'done is
simply toexamine a basstaken in themonth

of May, ‘and the whole question is settled.

Asyoucannot now get a May Bass,it is only
necessary for you to examine the ovaries
of the large female Bass now bumg taken
in great numbers on the North West, and
judge, from their present state ohdevelope-
ment, what will be their condijion four
months hence. .

Second fact. —The Bass caught in Napan
in the Spring are those that have escaped
the terrible overfishing pursued in the
North West and main river durigls the
previous winter. TheSe fish go there to
feed on thefirst run of “*black-back” smelts
that enter Napan and Black Rivers on the
breaking up of the ice. All the Napan
people know this, and the fact is mention-
ed in all their petitions on the subject.
The fish do not winterthere, donot spawn
there, and are seldom in the river exceptat
the time the spring smelts come. All this
is 8o easily proved that I think it un
to dwell further upon it.

Third fact.—The taking of this fish in
any wayat that time and in their condition,
is notonly destroying avery poorfood fish,
but all its progeny, upon which depends the
very existence of the species in the river,
This, I think, needs no further proof.

Fourth fact.—In additionto the mature
parent fish and all their progeny thus des-
troyed while in the very act of procrea-
tion, the seines then used destroy very large
quantities of young Bass, too small for
market, and wholly valueless.as a com-
mercial fish, This, no Napan man can
honestly deny.

Now, in view of these four most true
and indisputable facts, I appeal to' your
common sense whellm(‘hexeﬁsh ought to be
taken at all during i gir spawning time, and
whether seines shoudit.be allowed at any time
in this fishery. Sy

But, Sir, this Wholenl}i\lgstructxon of
breeding fish at Napan is riot the only evil
to which this valuable fishery is exposed.
The practice of seining for Gaspereau in
the Spring kills large numbers of spawn-
ing bass, and still larger numbers of small
bass, unfit for market. With such stupid
destruction as this, pursuned year after
yeer, is ittobe wonderedat thatthisfishery
is showing unmistakable signs of decay?
Is it not rather wonderful that it has last-
ed so long? But how mu‘dx longer can it
reasonably be expected to continue if these
evils are allowed to go on in a yearly in-
creasing ratio? Not a momeat too soou
has an effort been madeto stay this waste-
ful work.

You think it is hardly fair to deprive
the lower parts of the County of * privi-
leges.” But is it fair that those * privi-
leges” should be enjoyed by a compara-
tively few Napan people at the expense of
one of the most valuable resources of the
County? There are now over 360 Bass
nets registered on the main River and
North West, nearly 507, more than there
were last winter. The fish taken are now
in prime condition as food,and are bringing
good and profitable prices to both fisher-
men and dealers, There were. I believe,
four seines used in Napan and Black River
last Spring, anda few sfake nets. These
four seines were worked in company by s
few joint owners. . They took the bulk ofy
all the Bass that were taken; the set nets
getting but very few, because the seines
monopolized them. Last winter over aine
tons of spawning Bass were taken in Napan,
—the great bulk of this large quantity by
theseines. They were very poorfood, could
not then be sent to the U. 8. markets
fresh, because the wéather was too warm to
keep them frozen, and they were put
on the home markets of Chatham, Doaglas.
town, Newcastle, Nelson, Bathurst and
other places, and under cover of this con-
cession to the Napan people, T have only
too mnch reason to believe that the close
time was evaded in the North West, that
+~Bads weretaken thereat night, carried acfis
the river and sold in Nelson, Donglastown
and Chatham as Napan fish. Of course
the officers could not detect the wroig-
doers, and cowld not distingnish which tish
were caught in Napan.

Now, Mr. Elitor, th:se are trahs ; 1
leave you to draw ‘your own conclusions
from them, and I earnestly hope these
conclusions will lead you to give your aid
and assistance in abating the serious eviis
‘I have pointed out and in protecting the
tishermen of Miramig¢hi from their own
stupid greed and short-sighted ignorauce.

1 was brought up in Mlmmlch:«tl}l my
seveni#enth year ;1 am very familiar with
the whole river and all its fisheries; I am
one of the oldest anglers on the Sovuth
West Branch, and know intimately what
the state of the river and its fisheries has
been for the last 35 years. 1 assisted to
draft the Provincial Law of 1863 in the
time of (xo\ernor Gordon, and I watched
its wnrkmg and its defects until it was re-
placed by our present Fisheries Act. 1can
have no personal interest in the matter of
the fisheries of the Province, except to do
the duties of my office, which is a most
onerous and thankless one, in a manner
creditable to myself and beneticial to them.
My sole_ambition is to enable our fisher-
men gen‘rally, and particularly those of
my native County, to catch more tish than
they now do, and to leave the fisheries,
greatly improved, as a rich. heritage to
their children. This result is possible, but
not under the present wasteful and sinful
mode of conducting them.

The local jealousies that prevail in your
county are much to be deplored,since they
lead to efforts of one section to get au
advantage over another, but they should
not influence.an intelligent journalist,
nor lead him to champion either section at
the expense of the resources of the whole
county. While it is true that the Napan
people cannot, from natural causes,share in
the benetits of the bass fishing, it is also true
that the main river and North West people
cannot participate in those of the smelt fish-
ery, and the latter, under judicious regula-
tions, will soon exceed the former in value,
so that, in this case, the gifts of a benefi-
cient Providence are fairly distributed.
and each section should, without jealousy
or strife, join the other in fostering and
protecting the blessings they severally en-
joy; each should aid the othet in conserv-
ing and perpetuating for their children the
sources of wealth in which they them-
selves are now participating, and the press
of the County, instvead of to

fluence to allay and harmonize them.
I am, sir, your obedient servant,
W. H. Vexnixg,
\,, Inspector of Fisheries.
Sr. Jonk, Jan. 9th, 1877.

At Guelph, Ont., on Wednesday even-
ing of last week a colored man named
Baker/id' harged two chambers of a re-
volxy/r at a man named ‘Johnston, who
wal on the street with Baker's wife.—
After shooting at Johnston he discharged
the revolver three times at the woman.
Jealousy was the cause of the act. None / /

of the shots took effect. Baker v:')‘

ing of navigation to the 25th of May are

promptly arrested,

<

these local jealousies, should use its in. ‘
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