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till! Kings of Israel, ilu-la. mil Ivloiii roni»ht against the .MoabiuH,

tlu' sanio Pro[»ht't, iti tlicir cxtniinity, prorun^il I'tn them Wator

without rain, ' ami tlio c.ouiitry was tilled with water,' which cauui

by the w;:} ol' Ivlom. And . . tin,' Moabitcrt rose (larly in tho uiorn-

in<.' .... sa\/ tho Waters over a<2ainHt them red liko blood. And

they said : it is tiio Idood ol' the sword ' (lb. iii., 'JO., '22.) It is

not unworthy uf remark li»at the I'rocious lilood by which we wero

all redeemed, and the !rue eliildren ol' Israel rescued Ironi ihi^

jn-oud urroganc*! of the infernal .Moab, ' came' also ' by the way of

Kdoni,' accordini;' to that mairnilicent propluiey of Christ's I'assion

in the sixty-third (;haper of Isaias : ' Who is this that cometh from

Kdoni, with dyed i^arnuMits from Hnsra ; this beautiful one i". hi.s

robe, walkinji in the uri'atne.-s of his strent'lli i I, that speak jun-

l ticf, and am a delendrr to save. Why then is thy apparel red,

and thy garments like theirs that tread in the winc-^n-ess ^ [ have

trodden the wiue-prrss alone, and of llie gentiles there ia not a maa

with mo .... and their blood is sprinkled upon my garments, and

i. have .staineu all my ap[»arol.'

When -\aanian the <)leni'ral oi' the Syrian army eame into Israel

to be eured of nis leprosy, the same man of (iod * Eliseus .sent a

inespenger to him saying: go and wash seven times in the Jordau

. . . and thou shalt be clean;' and after he had done sj, ' accordhig

to the word of the man of Govl. his flesh was restored like the flesh

of a little child, and he was made clean.' (lb. v. l(>. 14.) On tho

waters of the same Jordan ilid this Prophet likewise make iron

swim when ' he cut oH" a piece of wood, and cast it in.' (vi. 6.)

Thus, say the Holy Fathers, was obdurate hiunan nature sunk to the

lowest depths, but when wood is applied to the Jonlan, that is, the

efficacy of Christ's Cross to tho waters of Baptism, man is raised up

from his misery. In a some what similar sense do many of them

beautifully explain tho casting of salt into the bitter and unfruitful

waters of .Jericho—unfruitful as some of them suppose with 8t.

Ambrose, not only '• xendcring the neighbouring soil barren, but

also in producing sterility amongst the women of the City; and

hence that the Prophet not only restored sweetness and purity to

the water, and fruitful ess to the earth, but also saved the city
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