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Thfiv is one point, howovcr, ^vhi.h may !..• .•xi.niiiir.l vvitliont .-vcn the Iniiptution (o

iiivi.lious pivlriviuv. 1 nu'ini <h.- i-uivly statisti.al tusk ,.l' as.vrlainii.- Ih.- rxtrnt and

uatmv or 11... .lomi.iM ..vcv xvhi.h each of the Icadin- Kurop.'aii lan-uag.'S t-xti-iuls. II wo

c-ompaiv vvitii ....ii oti.rr ihr .lou.ii.i.ms of iIm' -ivat Teutonic and Noo-T.atin -roups, wo

have a diffii'ulty in disposin- ..r Enulish wlii.h hrlonu's in part to })oth of thoui. Dr.

John Wriss,., or N.'W York, lias pul.lishod a work on " Tlii' Ori-in, Progross and Dostmy ol

t\w iMi-lish Lan-uaov and Lilfratun-," in whi.«h, l)y a systoin of o.niparativo tables, .om-

pii..d uitl. '.Trat iahonr and ca.v, lirmdruvors to show th.M.xact .•onstituonts of our En-lish

Hpooch. Tho n.sull at whi.'li ho arrivos is thai tho av.-ra-.'of th.-host ICn-hsh writers (Ironi

th,' days of tho An-lo-Saxons to tho prosont) ..omprisos about Td por oout. ol Gnuco-Latm

and about W por oout. of Toutonio words. Takiu- in all the brauohos of tho Toutomc family

(about tio.OOO.OOO porsous) and addin- tho (luota of tho iMi-hsh launuayo duo by l)r,

WoisHo's oomputatiou, wo should havoto sol tho aotual numorioal stronuth of th.' Toutomo

olomout at from !Ml,(i(H».0(M) to !i.-i,UUU,0()0, whilo I hat of tho Noo-Latin would bo about

l!tO 000 000. Aivlibishop Tivnoh jvives quite a diUoront distribution of tho, words in the

Euo-lish humua-o. '• Suppose," ho says, " th." En-lish language to bo divided into a hun-

dred parts Tof those, to make a rough distril)ution, .sixty would be Saxon, thirty would be

Latin, imduding of. ourso tho Latin whi.h has oomo t.) us through the Fr.'mh
;

live

would bo Crr.'ok ; wo should th.'ii have assigned ninety-five parts, leaving the othi^r five,

perhaps, too larg.' a residu.', to be divided among all th.' other languages, from whi.li wo

have adopted isolated words" * Ifw." adopt this vi.'W, w.' shall have an estimate of from

lin.000,000 to 120,000,00(1 ur the Tout.nii.' family and for tho Noo-Latin, about b.0,0()0,000.

IJ.'movin"' tho Knalish Laiuiuauv from th.' .•omparison, wo still find tho N.'o-Latin

in tho majority, its sum boin- 1-2o,000,000, whih- that of th.' Toutonio does not ex.vd

70,000,000'. Turninu- now to th.' Slavoni.' -roup, w lind it to giv a total a1)out equal to

that of th.. T.'utonic. It would, of .•ours,-, b.. unfair to ..stimat.' llu- moral .'onqu.'st of tho.so

s.-v.^ral branch..s of th.- Aryan ra.v by a m.-iv arithmoti.al standard. At the same time, it

oannot be deni.'d that those figures hav.' th.ar vain.' in enabling us to .'stimate tho vitality

and ])ossible destini.'s of difT.'ront ol.'ui.-nts of spooch.

It is oertaiuly signifioaut to know that linglishis now tho moth.-r-tonguo of 00,000,000

-ons.'—tlic .nn.iursl of mt-vo forro-aml tluit moral con.iiu.st whirl, iuclu.lcs tho iiniMisition of lanpnagc and hU'iis,

than wluil \vt^ luivo l.cloro us in our own Unmiuion. Is thoro a .nor... in,t,M.omU.nt iK'oplo in tho wido worM than

th,. Vn.M.h < iuwulians? M<nv. than a hnndroa years ago two (.'reat civilizations stru<.'i.'l.'.l for tho niastory on this

soil For voars a cahn ohM-rvcr, if asko.l his opinicm as to tho issue, wo.d.l have said :
" Why, of .•ourse.th.aCn-hsh

must invvail ; th.^ Vn.n.h nm.st u'o to the wall." An.l .eriainly, it seemed at one time as if that view of the matter

must i,rove the, eorreet one, as if th,. Fn'M,'!, lan-uau'e an,l Freneh institutions au,l ..u.stoins must yield to suimra.r

lui.'ht. the mi-ht of thos.i wh,, rul..<l. tint, after all, th.., n^sult was a drawn battl... Tho Kreneh lanfrna-o hv..s to-

,lay si,U^ l.y side with the En..dish,an,l French-Canadian lit,.,ratur... holds a prou.Ier rank than its Kurdish si.stor.

I'riuic,., loni; nofrloctfnl, lias l)..,en f..r<.e,l to bethink her of a ,lau--'ht..r s,) loyal, of sons s,. ..re,litahl(< to their an,-ient

name .'111,1 t.mtrne. Ami En'-dand, an,l British fana.la, above all, are prour. «. sliar,., the lionours .,f which the .stronj;

ami beautiful lantrnajre whi.-h tliev b,.tli failed to ,.,.n,|uer has bei'ii the hai^py iiu.,,lium. And I, for my part, am

jrlad to sav with all niv lu.art : l.on- may its accents, so well litt..,l ibr i.o.«try, for elo.|ueiic..,, for s.'ience and .livmo

philo.s,.phy, be h.^anl, in nicloilious coii,.ert with our own ,lear toiifrue, in this m..w land of the Northmen!

-" The lat(., ll,iii. .ieoi-L',^ 1'. Mai>li foun,l a still larjier jon'ontage of Te.utonic words in a number <jf selections

from soni.., ,>f th,., best Kn-lish writers. Th.-, proportion ran-ed fr.im seventy t,. ninety-six i«r ...mt. The best plan to

arrive at lertainty wouM be to count tho w.jrds in Skeat's "Distribution of wonts" in tho Kngh.sh language,

aci'ijrding to their source.^, which is in the Appciuti.x to his " Etymological Dictionary."


