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laer, stating that he hail been uuablo to induce a single regiment, or even

ft cumpany, to a'lvanr.p to Uh relief, but forwarding a supply of jimnumi-

tion and :i8.suiin<.' I'ini, tliat if he felt unabk to nialtitain his position,

boats wr nid I)e went to r.eniove the troops, and the artilK;ry would cover

his retreat, Up(tn Van Kensselaer's arrival on Ids own .shore he found

I few men at the lanfllui,', whom he sent ove.r, and tli<n, iu conipanied

I'y members of his stafT and "old dudge I'rck," grot,es.|Ue]y eijuipped

tor war in i liug<' cocked liat and long sword, rod(; througli the cantoti-

meat?, exhorting the groups of lounging noldiers they met there on every

hand to make an cUdrt to rescue their t(iurade.s from their perilous

situation, Imt withont |>roducing the slightest etfeot.

Scfjtt'.s men were Hlr(ii<I\ profoundly discouraged at being called upon

to fight ;mothfV' action, and evinced a discouraging propensity to stray

iway fi'oin their ranlcs, \\hi( h hr (endeavored to check by instructing the

sergeants to ahoot tho^e who .-.hould attempt to leave their posts without

orders.

File contest A\ as beguii hy the advance of the liglil- company of the

11.si, which fired a single volley, and then charged with tlxe() bayonets

upon the riHemen on the right of t'le American line, who, being unpro-

\idetl with weapruis to resi-it this form of attack, gave way in great con-

fusion, leaving itn Hank exposed. t)n witnessing tlie Buccess of this

iiK.>\('raent, HiieallV gave ilm nignal for a general ad\ance. Tiie entire

iain raised tlu- Indian warwhoop and charged with great fury. The

i:^un was taken and the position carried almost with ut resistance, and

the entire body of American troops forced swiftly ba<!k upon *,he river,

the r>ritish liiie by tho advance oi tlu.' wings graduaUy a.ssuming the

form of a crescent, and overlapping them on both Hanks. S:)me of the

lugitives, braving the lire of the guns in the village, r.in down the Idll

'uwards the landing ; a t'esv t/jok shelter in a house; where th(y were

'aken; Scott, himself, and a niiudier of others, scrand)led down the .'itcop

bank to (he water'.-^ edge, in tli<' hope of finding the promised boats
;

Wadswoith ami Chvysiie with uiore than three hundred otlicers and men,

surrendered on the verge of the elill".

.Meauwlule the file of liulcroft'h artillery had rendered the passage of


