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forms of worship began to appear. A stn rig desire prevailed aiiKng many of

tl>e ministers for rank and power, by and by the title of Bisli< p was given to

moderate is of assemblies. These bishops did w<x assume any exclusive power

over their brethren for three cen'uries. Meanwhile errors were increasing, and
the desire for power among the ministers was becoming greater and greater

till af length, early in the 5th cemury, Leo, who was bishop of the Church at

Rome, advanced a claim hitherto unknown ; many who admired this eloquent

and clever man sanctioned the position of power he claimed, and cried with

one voice, " Feter speaks in Leo." H»re dates the origin of that Church
which now claims to be the only true fold of Gods people. She grew if

errors, and became a withered branch. She sprang up irdm c rruptions, and
those who are accpiainted with ner history, know low these have increased as

the ages rolled away, till, at this mouK-nt, the pure religion of Jesus is lost

amid tlie accumulating mass o\ iniquities.

To whom do the members of tl'C Churcb of Rome lo k as ti.eir head ? Js

it 10 Jesus the " One Lord " ? No, it is to the Pope. What position does he

occupy ? Let the titles addressed 'o Leo X at t e Latern Council in 15 16 de-

clare, " Vcstra divina majes'as," " Omnes reges terra "—it will be belter, per-

haps, to give you the English, " Your divine Majesty," " All kings of the

earth shall fall do.vn before thee, and serve thee," " All power has been given

)o thee ill heaven and on earth." The Pope is elsewiiere called, ''Vicar of

Clirist and Successor of Peter appointed by God the judge of ti e living aiid

the dead," " King of kings, and Lord of Lords," and so on. If lie be a Suc-

cessor of Peter he must have seen the risen Lord. This is absolutely neces-

sary to be on an equality with Peter. But Peter never had a Successor, far

less a line cf them. More tiian this, le claims to be Vicar, or Substitute of

Christ on earth, invested witli power to establish infallible laws, doctrines, and
practices. He holds 'he ki-ys of heaven, and Mives s his priestly folio'.vers wi'h

the power of forgiving sin.s. Whomsoever he blesseth is naved, but he whom
he curses is doomed to everlasting ruin. Outside of the Churcii over which
he sits, and rules, and reigi s as infallible God there is no salvaiion. Such as-

sumed supremacy among the followers of Him who was "meek and lowly," is

too absurd and blasphemous "o require refutation. Nei her is the foundation

on which they rest their faith, the foundation on which the members of the

true Church hold their faith. Faiih requires assurance. It must have cer-

tainty. Upon what then, does this assurance depend ? The members of the

Church of Rome tell us, tha^, it depei ds up"n the authority of the Church.
What the Church teaches is true; for she is infallible; she is inspired, and las

the spirit of truth. But if she be mt infallible, if she be n< t inspired, if !^he

be wrong, what then? Why, the foundation of their faith is des royed, and
they are left witiiout a prop on which to lean. But is not their faith built

upon the word of God ? It cannot be,^f< r they are prohibited fiom the gener-

al reading of the Bible, ar d denied the right of j^rivate jiidgrr.ent tl erecn.

Their faitli is not the " One Fahh," for it depends not upon the authority of

any professing Church ; nor yet does it take ihe pure word of God as its uhi-

mate foundation, and ground of cenainty. No, it g« es beyond the Cliurch

—

beyond the Bible, rises to heaven and lays hold of Him who is above all, even
the Lord Jesus Christ. We thank God fo' the Church, the training school for

heaven. We thank Hira for the Bible which reveals Jesus as the way to our
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