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I take a fhort view of what has already been

effected by the American controverfy, and

hazard a few conjedures concerning its pro-

grefs ; they fliall be conjeftures founded on
iome information which 1 prefum'* you have

not received. After all the evidence that has

been adduced on this fubjeft, I am certainly

juftified in faying, that your repeated endea-

vour? to tax the Americans without their con-

fent, has been the fole caufe of the prefent war.

To repell thattax and the cruel means of en-

forcing it, they have taken up arms. You fay

the tax was trifling, too fmall a caufe to pro-

duce fuch great etVedts—you never intended

to opprefs the Americans—you expeftcd no
great fupplies from them—your chief object

was to eftablifh the authority of Parliament.

The Americans have no confidence in fuch

declarations ; if the tax was too fmall for them
to refift, it was alfo too fmall for you to claim

at fo great an expence ; the more zealous you
have been in profecuting that meafure, the

more cogent was the proof that your fmall

tax would foon become a grievous burden. It

was not to be fuppofed that for a mere bubble,

for the name of power which you had no in-

tention to exercife, you (liould perfeverc, year

alter year, to harrafs your fellow lubje£ts at the

expence of millions, lofs of much trade and ha-

zard of the empire. Let us Ipeak it out. The
Americans fay there is fuch an oppofition be-

tween your words and adVions that you are

not to be truik"d ; they have experienced fuch

a want of candor and want of humanity in
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