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obedience, tlian they themfclves pay to th6 tiritiTlH^

Parliament.

The foregoing confideratlons are addrefled—not'

to thofe obftinate, hot-headed Zealots, who are at'

the bottom of all our confufions v for ara-uments'

would be as much walled upon them, as upon men'

that are intoxicated with liquor—but to all reafonahle'

Americans, to thofe who are ftill in the exercifc of their

imderllaridin^s, and whole minds are open to convic-'

tion.' People of this characler, it is prefumcd, will

fee the neceffity of giving up the prefent fyftem of
American politics, as cflentiully wrong anddeftruc-

tive; and of entering unanimoully upon moderate

and conciliating meafures, as they regard the reftora-^

tion of peace and tranquility in this, heretofore, hap-

py country.

The great obje<5t in view, (hould be a general

American Conftitutton, on a free and generous Plan,-

worthy of Gr^«/ Britain to give, and' of the colonies

to receive. This is now become neceflary to the

mutual intercft and honour, both of the. Parent

Kingdom and its American offspring. Such an

eftablifhment is only to be obtained by decent, can-

did and refpeftful application i and not by compiiU,

fion or tiireatening. To think of fucceeding by rorce

of arms, or by ftarving the nation into compliance,

is a proof of fhamcful ignorance, pride and ftupidi-

ty. All fuch projects muft operate ten times more
forceibly againftourfclves, than againft Great Britain^

They are, at beft, but Penny wife, and PoundfooUJh-y
and therefojre inconfiftent with every maxim of foun4

wifdom and genuine Patriotifm.

All violent oppofition to lawful authority partakes

of the n ature of rebellion. -, and a rebellion of the Co-

lonics, whether it fhbuld prove fuccefsful or unfuc-

s
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