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years of careful investigation and the examination

of many thousands of individuals, we have seen

so much of the tragedy of the misfit that it seems

at times almost universal. The records ofone thou-

sand persons taken at random from our files show
that 763, or 76.3 ner cent., felt that they were in

the wrong vocations. Of these 414 were thirty-five

years old or older. Most of these, when ques-

tioned as to why they had entered upon occupa-

tions for which they had so little natural aptitude,

stated that they had either drifted along lines of

least resistance or had been badly advised by par-

ents, teachers, or employers.

HOW TALENT GOES TO WASTE

We knew a wealthy father, deaf to all pleas from
his children, who spent thousands of dollars upon
wh^t he thought was a musical education for his

daug iter, including several years in Europe. The
young lady could not become a musician. The
aptitude for music was not in her. But she was
unusually talented in mathematics and appreci-

ation of financial values, and could have made a

marked success had she been permitted to gratify

her constantly reiterated desire for a commercial

career. This same father, with the same obsti-

nacy, insisted that his son go into business. The
young man was so passionately determined to


