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Ottawa, March 28, 1913.

Sir,—I beg to hand you a report upon 73 samples uf Sweet Spirit of Nitre,
obtained by our inspectors during Decembi>r, 1912, and January, 1913.

The report shows that 41 samples contuin the legal amount of Ethyl Nitrite,

while 32 samples contain less than the niininuim permitted liy the British Pharma-
copoeia.

This important drug has on two fo • • • s been the subject of inspection,

and has always been found to show n hi> ,e of adulteration; consisting not
ia the addition of foreign matters, but . .dining less of the active principle
(Ethyl Nitrite) than the standard set bv the pharmaooixrias re<iuires.

Aa has been pointed out in former bulletins, and emphasized by the pharma-
copoeias, the article is prone to decomposition; and, unless kept with special care,

will always deteriorate in the hands of the dealer. This facf is so well known to the
drug trade that physicians have a right to exi^ect special care on the part of the
druggist, who is proi>erly held respojisible for the quality of the drugs he dispenses.
The following table presentfe the results of three inspections of Sweet Spirit of
Nitre:
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167 lUOH
1911
1918

n
74
73

p.c.

37
.^7

5(i

p.c.

63
43
44

884
355


