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risk stand on Uts otwn mcrits uand ivill coliect
the p:cniittils on the basis of scientilic inspec-
tion. ht is proposcd to elin'inaîc colitiissioîîis
reduce expenses and return profits la policy
holders, and the basis of fixing preiumtis is
;ntcnded to offer evcry encouragement tu the
instiring pub!ic ho protcct their own property.

Some lunîber manufiîcturers îvho are menti-
tiers of the association will probably take
advantage af the facilities thus offered,.itîlîotigh
the lumber inutuial insurance companies are
dloiuîg a grcat deal iii the tay of providitig
eqjuitabie insurance on iumbering property.
The succcss of tbesc companies in the United
States lins been little iess than plicnomienal.
Trhe Lumber Miitual Fire Jnsurance Comnpany,
of Boston, are now paying 30 per cent. divi-
denci to policy balders, and it may bc that
othier companies have accomplished resuits
equa1ly as favorable.

EDITORIAL NOTES.
The British Columbia Government recently

seized some logs and logging tequiprnent of
persons %vlo wvere operating on the Nicorneki
river, on the ground that paynîenh of the ex-
port tax imposed by the Government liad been
evaded. The royalties were paid under pro-
test, and it is understilod bo be the intention af
the lntereste.d parties to test the constitution-
ality of the Iaiv placing an export tax on logs.
On the other hand, the statenent is nmade that
the parties were cutting timber on lands within
the Dominion railway beit wvhich are flot
liable to the provincial ta;, and that there are
a feiv stretches of land aioaig the Nicomeki
river the tities ta wvhich were granted by the
Provincial Government betore the transfer wvas
made to the Dominion Governnent, the timber
thus being subjýct ta the export royalties. The
logging firmis consequentiy made the illistake
of assuming that the lands upon wvhicli îlîey
%vere operating were under the cantrol of the
Dominion Government. The situation is inter-
esting, as many believe that the Government
w"as being %vilfully cheated.

The proposai of the Canadian Mi\anufactuirers'
Association ta have an excursion to, Great
Britain next sumrner is a very commendable
idea and likely ta be heartily suipportcd by the
members. Notwithstanding that Gireat Britain
lias learned rnuch of Canada in laie years,
there stili exists but a vague idea oi the extent
of our manufactories. There are in Canada
about î5,ooo manufactusers, i,Soo of wvhorn,
including the most progressive firms, are mcem-
bers of the Canadian Manufacturers' Associa-
tion. A visit ta, Great Britain by such a repre-
sentative body af business mien %vould doubtless
have far reaching results, flot alone in the ex-
tension af our foreign trade, but in pramoting
a closer alliance between the people of the two
countries. That' the trip would bc a pleasure-
able one is assured by the offer of the repre-
sentatives of the London Chamber ai Com-
merce ta, give their services to make the ex-
cursion a success tram the time the members
arrive until their departure. It is hoped that
the excursion may be arranged for and that
every manufacturer who cati do so wvill take
advantage of it.

sVlEWS AND IN iERVIEWS
Speakilig particuiariy or the wvhite pille nmar-

ket, a praminent nialniachutrer saiti : *'Thirce
hhiings are iii favor of a tirmn Ilunîber îimrket
iii tue Uniited States, nalliciy, ciîeap mioleyb
good crops, and lowv stocks, and under these
conditionîs the Aniericatîs do not go ta slecp.'
Probably beforc titis issue renches thie render,
lthe Prcsidcntial ciectioti across the lise wvill be
a tiîing of lte past, and tiiene is litIle doubît
tat the present incunibent wvill be returnied 10
office. The tariff is Ilierefore likely ta reniaiti
pnactically uncliangeti for anioîher tour years,
andi there is a disposition tu expect that the
favorable conditions above s-entioncd wvill
sustain the wvhite pine market and probahiy
cause a hardcning of values ah a littie laber
date.

During the past three or four years the labor
accounit has beena very heavy burdenupon flm-
berinen, wvhite nt the same lime il hans no doubt
exerteti a sustaining influence on lunîber prices.
Tîte advance iii the wvages ai %voodsmcn does
not b>' any means represent the increaseti
aniauint expended for labor in gettiîîg out logs,
for instead of the better pay being considereti
by the men an incentive to do a gooti day's
wvork, the reverse seems ho have been the case
to an aimost incredibie extent. Il Ih seems
very sitîguil.r," remarketi Mr. WV. A. Charlton,'
M. P. P., ta the writer a few days ago, "lbut it
is a 1(act that twvo men wvhen wvages wvere $22
per nîonth wauld do more %vonk than three nien
whiea- ivages are $35 per nionîli. Wheîi they
are getîiîîg $22 per month thcy are anxious t0
keep, their -positions, white at $35 they are
independent." Mr. Charlton bias given some
attention to the labor question and clainis that
the resuits have wvorked out as above statcd.
liis viewvs coincitie %viti those expresscd by
many otiier lumbermen, %vho have been coni-
pelled of late years to employ mtich larger
crewvs of nien tu gel out their usual cul of lags.
Anoîher item of expense in titis connection lias
been due tc "jumpers "abandaning wvork
after thecir railroad fares liati been jîaid. In
anc or twa instances, lîowever, these <'junipers"
have been severely punished, wvhich may have
flue effect ai suppressing the habit.

There is no brighter mind in the lumber
brade titan Mr. R. 1-1. Alexander, manager of
the B3ritish Colunîbia 'Milis, Timber and Trad-
ing Campany, af Vancouver, B.C. lie is ane
of the most active and influential members af
the Pacific: Coast Lumber Mal.nufacturers' As-
sociation, andi ah a recent meeting of that
body expressei the ioilowing views on the
cargo branch:

Il ou %vill agree wvith me that the close
association workr af two years ago in a great
measure produced the salisiactory resuits and
the good trade that fllived. The tinte %vas
propibious andi the efforts to raise prices wvas af
course assisteti by these conditions, but the
manufacturers wvould nat have been iii posi-
tion to take advanbage ai these good limes
liat not: the -association beeui fornicd anîd

wnaterially as%.isted i the wvork. Timies were
good but the hlîllernîeîî werc flot rccivhîig
good prices for their product. \Vc %tmrted mn
witlî tie association work and the resulîs wverc
inost satisf.tetiry anid of great valute. Tiien
wce concluded wce could draw thc unles

a ittie dloser and raic prices, auid 1 m.in
surt thât. tîat action bcconimîg known througli
oliier tradtes %vas fruilfal tif good tintes aind
good uînices.

Il emî the association disbanded prices
feil awav ai once muid 10 ai worse conditioni
tlimn hams ever been i<nowni for a nunîiibtr of
ycars. i wtt conviaîccd that thlese canditio %s
wiIl continue uniless %onie coniccrted actioni is
again baken on1 he part of the nlinufacturers
to gel hogellier auid iimprtove tiieni.

WVhy siîould prices bc Icss Iliam iliet ?
'te voluît'e of business show% Io be liet-

tel:. A very sniall percentage of difference
f,'ists betwveet the first six niontlîs of 19o30, and
1904, a decremîse of anly ij,ooo,ooo feet iii a
tot "al of 883,ooo,ooo feet. Wiîy slîould titis
small difference resuit in cutting prices in lhal l
'Ne have ieard no cumiîplaitits of the prices of
our praducts. fil tact iii sonie ilarkets tlîey
voti)d be better satislied with the hliglier prices

than %viîl the lowv. Neitlher wcre the prices so
higli that it brouglît other lunîber inho the
field or stoppez! tic use of lumber.

"There is but one reason wlîy he niitls of
bte North l'acific Coast are gettingt the lowv
prices for thteir luniber thamt they are, one fmîult
and that is oui selvcs-lack ot association and
harnîony ta wvork together. If we conte tu-
gexiier again sonle resulîts can bc obtained. 1
ant mystificd as to tic causes of the breaking
up af the old cargo association, but whitlever
Ihe cause it should flot now bc instiperable and
il behooves uis in get together on a broader
basis. One portion of tie lutiher trade cati-
not be iii a licaltlîv conidition and1( secuire large
prices wlîilc anotiier portion remains tinsatis-
factory.

lI titis trade as in ail othters the cause af
higher or lower prices rests in the niatter of
supply andi demiand andi that is %vlierc associa.
lion work can bc made effective. If wve should
wvait util the supply oniy equals the denianti
ive %vould îî'ait a long timie. Looking over tic
figures ive find that the producing capacity
baseti on a ten liaurs rut lias increaseto ho ven
five billicni ct per year, whlile the wioie vol-
umie of business, rail,vcssel andi local, anmouts
ta only three andi one liaif billions. i woukt
sceni to be iîopcless to wait for the ordinary
course of supply andi dernatîd 10 bring about
ant improvement of prices. It is ilierclore 01113
thriough the resource ai association %vork thint
sanie metlîad of li:iîiing flic production datn
be reaclîed. That has gaI tu he done.

I recognize that we cannot bether tîte
conditions wvithout coming together and taking
somne concerteti action reducing the produc-
tion. Thiis mneans a very large sacrifice on the
part or soine of us. Howcver, 1 cannot sec
wvhy people arc mot wvilling tu make a sacrifice.
Il would have been infinitcly better to have
renîained in the association andi continued our
work iii harnmony tItan ta have goute to pieces
as wve did. Nov sonie ai the milis have the
impression that tu get a profit thîey miust do a
very great anîounht ai business. 1 do fl be-
lieve thmat, any niill can by doing a vast volume
ot business make up a profit or auîy profit at
ai. If $3 can be made by coîîcertcd action it
means that if tiiere is only $i in il tîtat threc
tintes as miucli business lias ta bc donc. This
is not ho bc thouglit ut. 'Ne can not have
gooti prices andi do a large amounit of busi-
ness aht the saine tinie. Noiv luec are nmore
people ta do tiîe business and incore people
doing business titan tliere is a demaud for."'


