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EDITORIAL NOTES.
THE report cf the Ontario Forestry Commis-

sion, published elsewlbere in this nttmber, should
be carefully studied by every lumbermian in the
Dominion. It contains valuable suggestions as
to the nîethods cf lumbering, as well as the
course which should be adcpted te perpetuate
our timber supply. The work already accom-
plished has demcnstrated the wisdom of appoint-
ing the Commission. In our next issue xve hope
to refer at greater lerngth te this important sttb-
ject cf fcrestry.

THE lumber manufacturers cf British Columbia
have taken steps f0 secure the imposition cf an
import duty on lumnber. At a meeting held at
Vancouver on I)ecember 24 th, and reported in
our weekly edition, resolufioîîs were passed
favoring sttch a measure, and setting forth the
unfair conditions ccxv existing, as a result of
wbich one mnanufactuier bas already remcved f0
the United States, and others promise ta take
similar action uîiless given some redress hy the
D)ominion govercment. Elsewlhere in this issue
Mr. Vigars, cf Port Arthur, also refers to the
quîesticn. He points ouf that Western Ontario,
Manitoba and British Columbia are flooded with
low grade lumber frcm the United States, which
is very inferioir in qualify and sold at a price wbich
ivill not permit cf fair competifion. I-avinga-%wide
market for their good Itîmber, the United States
manufacturers can afford te selI their lcw grade
stock at cest cf maniufacture. Canadian manu-
facturers are debarred from the American market
by a fwo-dollar duty, w&hile American manufac-
turers are allowed free enfry te the Canadian
market. Until conditions are equalized it be-
comes the duty cf the Dominion government f0
protect the Canadian lumbermen, and at the
next session cf Parlîameîît we look for some
legislation along this line.

THE LATE T. W. WALKER.
TH-OMAS W. Wal ker, a gentleman wvidely known

in lumber circles, died at his home in Toronto on
Friday, January 14th. For about a year he had
nof enjoyed good health, having suffered f rom
heart trouble, which finally resulted fatally.

Deceased wsas born in Torontc on June i2th,
1852. He was the second eldest son cf Sar-

THE IATE T. W. WALKER.

geant James Walker, who came to Canada from
England with the 27th Royal Artillery, and had
charge of the Magnetic Observatory established
in Toronto for 27 years.

At the age of 15 years the subject of this
sketch entered the emplov of joseph Davidson,
who at that time had a large retail lumber yard.
There he received his first experience in the
business which he folloxved during the remnainder
of his life. After a fewyears, in 1872, lieaccepted
a position as inspector with the late S. R. Briggs,
wholesale lumber dealer, and xvhile thus engaged

xvas associated wifh Mr. Joseph Oliver, now
manager cf t he Oliver Lumber Company. His
nexf position xvas with the late Wm. Latch,
wholesale and refail dealer, with whom lie re-
mained only a short time, resigning to accept a
more responsible position with the Rafhbun
Company, as their Toronto agent. In this
capactty he purchased aIl the lumber for this
company on the Ncrthern and Midland divisions
of the Grand Trunk Railway, handling as much
as ,ooo,oco feet cf lumber and 5,0o0,000
shingles in one year. He remained with the
Rathbun Company until 1894, when he formed a
partnership with Mr. J. Watson, as xvbolesale
dealers, under the came cf Walker & Watson.
Oxvicg te the refirement cf Mr. Watson, the
partnership was subsequently dissolved, and
stnce that tinie bie bad been engaged in buying
and selling on biis cwn acccunt and for other
parties. At the time of bis deatb hie had about
concluded arrangements f0 accepf a position
with Messrs. Kingsford & Sons, sfarch manuî-
facturers, cf Oswego, N.V.

The late Mr. Walker was a thorough lumber-
man, an excellent judge cf lumber and a shrewd
buyer. He enjoyed a reputaf ion for fair dealing,'and had many intimafe friecds. He was a greaf
reader, well educated, and possessed a fhorough
buîsiness kncwledge. In milifary circles he was
also well kncwn, having fought wifh the Queen's
Owîi Rifles at Ridgeway in 1866. I-is funeral was
attended by members of the Veferans' Associa-
tion.

REPORT 0F THE ONTARIO FORESTRY
COMMISSION.

THE flrst report cf the Ontario Forestry Com-
mission was presected f0 the Legislature early
in January. If treats cf many subjects cf in-
terest to lumbermen and readers cf this journal,
and is therefore prinfed below in fullI

TORiONTO, Dec. 2otb, 1897.
To His HONOti THE LIEUTFNANTGovERNOR :

The Royal Commission appointed in June last for thepurpese of investigating and reporting on the subject cfresîoring and preserving the growth of white pine uponlands in t le piovince which bave been cleared or partiallycleared by lumbering operalions or by tire, and wbich arenet adapted for agricultural purpeses or for seutlement,beld its tirst meeting in the Parlianient Buildings cil July
7tb. AIl the îneînbers of the Commnission were present,'vîz., Messrs. E. W. Ratbîn, Chairman, President cf theRatbbuîî Company, Deseroîtto, lunîberman ; John Ber-trani, President cf the Collins Inlet Lumber Comnpany,
Torontto, Itîmbernian ; J. B. iM'cWilliamns, Peterboro',superintendent cf Forest Ranîgers ; Alex. Kirkwood,ctiiee lrk land branch, Crown Lands Department; andThiomas Soutbwcrth, clerk cf forestry, Parliament Build-ings. Mr. Ratbtn xvas elected chairînan of the Cent-mission, aîîd MIr. Kirkwood vice-chairman, Mr. South-woi th having previously been aprointed secretary bycrder-îni-couîîcjl. The organizatien meeting cf' the Com-mnission %vas attended by the Attorney, General and theActing Coînmissioner cf Cîcwn Lanîds. The AttorneyGerteral gave bis views as te the scope cf the enquiry tebe undertaken, and detined the ebject of the governimentin appointing the Commission te be the submisiiion cfascheme for tlie reclaniation cf large areas cf nen-agricul-
tiiral land now umproductive, and sucb suggestions forthe carrying on cf future luînibering operations as the in-formation obtaitied by theni weuld iîtdicate te be desir-aîble as a means of preventing similar land now sveodedfroîin becoîng %vaste. It was tbought advisable thatmembers cf tlîe Commission sbould persenally visit aîdînvestigate as large an extent of the forest area of th eprovince as possible. Dîîring the surrnier and faîl theniembers cf the Commission visited the townships cfSmithi, Harvey, Galway anîd Bîirleigb, in the county ofPeterborough ; the tel ritery alcng the ncrtb shore cfLake Nipissing and down the Vermillion River, in thetownship of Loise ; the country round Thessalen, AI-goma Nlills and Killarney ; the toivîîships cf Carlyle andHumboldt, and other points on the ncrth shore of theGeorgian Bay aîîd in the neigbborheod cf Saîî!t Ste.Marie. Vetîr Cotnmissioîîers aIse inspected sonte cf theterritcry on the nortb shore cf Lake Sul)erier and tîtecountry along the line of the Port Arthur & Duîluth Rail-way west cf Port Arthur, in addition te taking a sonme-what extenîsive trip througb the Rainy River country ,visitiîîg also portions cf the nerthern parts cf Minnesotaand Michigan in the United States.

FUTURE TtNIBER SUPPt.
As your Commnissioners are amixions, as speedily aspossible, te acquire soîne general kîîowledge cf the con-ditions existing in different parts cf the province, they did

not make that minute examination into the seylvicuiltural
conditions and habits and rate of growth in theprcualocal ities that will be necessary before submiuting detailed
plans for the care and management of the respective
areas visited, and which miay hereafter be put under sys-ternatic treatment. Their investigations, liowever, wereof a sufficiently technical character to warrant them incoming te the conclusion that with siafficient: areas-set
aside for the purpese, and with reasunable care and pro-tection of the young and growing timber now upon tbem,the supply of merchantable timber in the province ofOntario ivill bie vastly augmented. In mest of the placesvisited, a forest growth was found in aIl] stages of de-velopment, with the exception cf somne territory in theneighborhood of Port Arthur, where conditions seemed tobe semiewhat different frein those observed in otherlocalities. Whereve r the original growth was pine, orpire mixed xxith other trees, the natural tendency istowards the reproduction of the same species. Unfor-tinately, however, this reproductive faculty in many in-stances bas not been allowed free play. Tîte formerapparently liimitless forest wealtb cf Ontario h'.s led tocareless and sotnewhat extravagant mnethods on the partcf our lumbermen; a belief that se far as the timber supplycf the future was concerned it made ne practical differ-ence how our forests were exploited owing to theirimmense extent, bas resulted in wasteful and incauticus
practices. Large quantities cf waste miaterial and litter,consisting of the tops and branches cf trees, were leftlying on thle ground te feed the destructive tires thatalmost invariably followed, and whicb, untîl a compara-tively recent period, ne effort was made te check. Theaction cf these tires in sweepingaway the trees left bythelumbermen had the effect of retarding the reproduction
of the original forest growth, and senletimes resulted in acrop cf other varieties, that for varions reasons weremore readily prepogated. It is found, however, te be thecase that wbcre any of the original trees survived tbe tireand produced seeds, the forest bas eventually, tbough
perhaps slowly, assumed the cbaracteristics of thegrowth
indigenous to the locality.

Qt tcl REPRODCT'ION.
The ividely entertained theory that the white pine onbeing cut away is invariably and permanently succeededby a crop cf inferior varieties was coînpletely disprovedby, the frequent instances observed in wbich tracts cfflourisbing yoîtng pine trees are growing up on cut-overland, and the prevalence of the idea cani only be accountedfor on the ground that tire bas in s0 many cases com-pletely exterminated the pine in aIl stages cf growth. Inmost cf the burned over territory examined, pine wasfound intermixed with other trees, and gradually, as wasne doubt the case with the original forest, is assertingthe supremnacy and dominating the surrounding trees of

t he young generation. There is every reason to believethat with the exclusion cf fire, and the adoption cf moreintelligent aud provident methods cf lumbering, bavingregard te the abundance of seed at the time cf cutting,there would be no difficulty in securing a quick and surereproduction cf the varities cf trees desired. As previouslystated, these conditions bave net hitherto prevailed. Inmeost cf the territery inspected forest tires, sweeping overthe country after the lumbernîen had removed the morevaluable pine trees, have destroyed what was left.Sometimes the tire was not se severe as te destroy aIl thedormant seeds that may bave been on tlîe ground, pro-tected by the leaves and forest debris awaiting favorableccnditions te germinate, but in many cases these weredestroyed, and few, if any, cf the parent trees left to pro-vide seeds for a future crop. In the case cf such trees asthe pines, this latter circumstance was an effectuai bar tothe speedy reproduction cf the trees. Although the seedscf the pine are winged they will îlot, in falling from thecones, scatter very great distances from tite trees, andwbere only a very few parent trees remain more time isrequired te seed a given area than if the seed trees stoodmore thickly and shed a more profuse and better dis-tributed yield cf seed. The question of hew far the seedscf the wvhite pine may be conveyed from the parent treein falling is a point still being investigated by the Com-missicon. In the meantime the seeds cf the aspen poplar,the birches and ccttonwoods, which from their dosvnyappendages arc capable cf being carried great distancesby the wind, scon cover the burned-over area, and avigorous crop cf these varieties springs up and speedilyoccupies the ground. In most cases, bowever, a fewpines bave nmanaged to survive the tire, and where tbis isibe case, their seeds are scattered among the youngpoplars and take reot and grew in their shade. If aforest tire bas completely bared the ground the presencecf the young broad-leaved trees is essential for the success-fui growth cf a pille forest. The young pine plants, par-ticularly pinus strobus, or white pine, are extrem-ly sen-sitive te strong sunlight, and if exposed te the sun arealmost certain te' be killed in the tirst ten days cf theirgrcwth. Hence the cever afforded by the poplar affordsthe shade conditions needed for the young. If therewere no tire, bowever, the cever afforded by the treesleft by the lumberman would doubtless provide the shaderequired for the sîîccessful propagation cf the pines, butafter the forest tire the quic< growth cf the poplar is afavorable condition for restocking the burned area withthe original and most valuable trees.

GROWTH OF THE PINE.
In looking casually at a young forest on one cf thesedevastated tracts, the tirst impression conveyed is thatpoplar and other desiducus trees form the sole vegeta-


